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IN T H E  S E N A T E  BY T H E  S T A T E  A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E

CS FO R  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 47 0  

IN THE  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  STATE OF A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - SE C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A BIL L

For an Act e n t it l e d :  "An Act r e l a t i n g  to the i n h e r e n t  risks of skiing; a n d

p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e ct i v e  d a t e . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A TE  OF A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. L E G I S L A T I V E  F I N D I N G S  A N D  INTENT. T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  finds that 

the s port of s k i i n g  is p r a c t i c e d  by a large number o f  r e s i de n t s  of the s t a t e  

and a t t r a c t s  a large number of n o n r e s i d e n t s ,  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  c o n t r i b u t i n g  to 

the e c o n o m y  of the state. It f u r t h e r  finds that i n s u r a n c e  c a r r i e r s  are 

i n c r e a s i n g l y  r e l u c t a n t  to p r o v i d e  l i a b i l i t y  i n s u r a n c e  p r o t e c t i o n  to ski a r e a  

o p e r a t o r s  and that the p r e m i u m s  c h a r g e d  by i n s u r a n c e  ca r riers h a v e  r isen 

s h a r p l y  in recent years due to c o n f u s i o n  as to w h e t h e r  a skier a s s um e s  the 

risks i nh e r e n t  in the sport of s k i i n g  w h e n  he p a r t i c i p a t e s  a c t i v e l y  in the 

sport. It is the intent of the l e g i s l a t u r e  in e n a c t i n g  this Act to c l a r i f y  

the law in r e l a t i o n  to s k i i n g  i n j u r i e s  and the r i sk s  i n h erent in that s p o r t  

and to p r o v i d e  that, as a m a t t e r  of pu b l i c  policy, a p e r s o n  e n g a g e d  in t h a t  

sport m a y  not r e c o ve r  from a ski a re a  o p e r a t or  for i n j u r i e s r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  

those i n h e r e n t  risks.

* Sec. 2. AS 0 9 . 1 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  new s e c t i o n s  to read:

A R T I C L E  2. L I M I T A T I O N S  O N  CLAIMS A R I S I N G  FRO M

I N H E R E N T  R I S K S  OF SKIING.

Sec. 09.10.300. L I M I T A T I O N S  ON  CLAIMS. A  skier m a y  not r e c o v e r  

f r o m  a ski a r e a  o p e r a t o r  for i n j u r y  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  an i n h e r e n t  r i s k  of 

s k i i n g  u n l e s s  the i n j u r y  o c c u r r e d  w h e n  the ski a r e a  o p e r a t o r  was n o t  

p r o v i d i n g  the i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  by AS 0 9 . 1 0 . 3 1 0 .

Sec. 09.1 0 . 3 1 0 . I N F O R M A T I O N  FOR SKIERS. A ski a r e a  o p e r a t o r  shall
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p o s t  trail si g n s  at p r o m i n e n t  locations w i t h i n  a ski a r e a  w h i c h  s h a l l 

I n c l u d e  a list of t h e  i n h e r e n t  risks of s k i i n g  and the l i m i t a t i o n  o n  

l i a b i l i t y  of t h e  s k i  a r e a  o p e r a t o r  p r o v i d e d  b y  AS 0 9 . 1 0 . 3 0 0 .

Sec. 0 9 . 1 0 . 3 2 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In AS 0 9 . 1 0 . 3 0 0  - 0 9 . 1 0 . 3 2 0

(1) " i n h e r e n t  r i s k s  of s k i i n g "  m e a n s  the d a n g e r s  or c o n d i­

ti o n s  w h i c h  are an i n t e g r a l  part  of the s p o r t  of skiing, i n c l u d i n g ,  b u t  

n o t  l i m i t e d  to,

(A) c h a n g i n g  w e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s ;

(B) v a r i a t i o n s  or s t e e p n e s s  in terrain;

(C) s n o w  or ice con d i t i o n s ;

(D) s u r f a c e  or s u b s u r f a c e  c o n d i t i o n s  s u c h  as b a r e  spots, 

for es t  g r ow t h ,  and rocks;

(E) c o l l i s i o n s  wit h  lift towers, o t h e r  s t r u c t u r e s ,  a n d  

their c o m p o n e n t s  u n l e s s  the skier is o n  the lift;

(F) c o l l i s i o n s  with o t h e r  skie r s;  an d

(G) a s k i e r '8 failure to s k i  w i t h i n  the l i m i t s  of h i s  

o w n  a b ility;

(2) " i n j u r y "  m e a n s  a p e r s o n al  i n j u r y  or p r o p e r t y  d a m a g e  or

l o s s ;

(3) " s k i e r "  m e a n s  a p e r s o n  in a ski are a  e n g a g e d  in the s p o r t  

of  s k ii n g ,  s l i d i n g  d o w n h i l l  on snow or ice o n  skis, a t o b o g g a n ,  a sled, 

a t ub e ,  a s k l - b o b ,  or o t h e r  device for r e c r e a t i o n  in snow;

(4) " s k i  a r e a "  m e a n s  all ski s l o p e s ,  trails a n d  o t h e r  p l a c e s  

u n d e r  the c o n t r o l  o f  a sk i  a r e a  o p e r a t o r  a n d  a d m i n i s t e r e d  as a s i n g l e  

e n t e r p r i s e  in the state;

(5) " ski a r e a  o p e r a t o r "  m e a n s  t h e o p e r a t o r  of a s k i area.

* S e c .  3. AS 18 is a m e n d e d  b y  ad d in g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  76. S N O W  S A F E T Y .

Sec. 1 8 . 7 6 . 0 1 0 .  S N O W  S A F E T Y  A N D  O P E R A T I O N  PLAN, (a) A  ski a r e a
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m a y  n o t  be o p e r a t e d  e x c e p t  u n d e r  a s n o w  s a f e t y  a n d  o p e r a t i o n  p l a n  

a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  u n d e r  r e g u l a t i o n s  a d o p t e d  

b y  him .

(b) A  s k i  a r e a  o p e r a t e d  o n  l a n d  o w n e d  b y  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  s h a l l  

c o m p l y  w i t h  a s n o w  s a f e t y  a n d  o p e r a t i o n  p l a n  r e q u i r e d  b y  the a g e n c y  o f  

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t h a t  m a n a g e s  t h e  l a n d  o n  w h i c h  t h e  sk i  a r e a  o p e r a t e s .  

S e c .  4. A S  0 5 . 2 0 . 0 1 2  is r e p e a l e d .

S ec. 5. T h i s  Ac t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  0 1 . 1 0 . -


