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I n t r o d u c e d :  2 / 8 / 8 0
R e f e r r e d :  R e s o u r c e s  a n d

F i n a n c e

BY T H E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E  

N T H E  S E N A T E  R E Q U E S T

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 4 0 7

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

A B I L L

or  a n  Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  Cent r a l S u s i t n a  R i v e r  R e c r e a­

tio n  A r e a  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  a n d  

m a n a g e m e n t  of r i v e r s  a n d  ad j a c e n t  l a n d  for o u t d o o r  

r e c r e a t i o n a l  p u r p o s e s ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  

d a t e . "

IE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. P U R P O S E .  (a) T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  sec. 2 of  thi s  Act is to 

‘S t a b l i s h  the p u b l i c l y  o w n e d  l a n d  a n d  w a t e r  a r e a s  d e s c r i b e d  in AS 4 1 . 2 0 . 5 0 6 ,  

idded by sec. 2, as th e  C e n t r a l  S u s i t n a  R i v e r  R e c r e a t i o n  A rea, the p r i m a r y  

rnrpose of w h i c h  is to p r e s e r v e  a n d  p r o t e c t  t h e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a n d  s c e n i c  

ralues of the S u s i t n a  R i v e r  a n d  its m a j o r  t r i b u t a r i e s  in the m i d d l e  p o r t i o n  

>f its c o u r s e  for t h e  p r e s e n t  a n d  f u t u r e  u s e  a n d  e n j o y m e n t  of the p e o p l e  of 

U a s k a .

(b) AS 4 1 . 2 0 . 5 0 6  - 4 1 . 2 0 . 5 0 8 ,  a d d e d  b y  sec. 2 of t h i s  Act, are i n t e n d e d  

to c l o s e  the d e s c r i b e d  land a n d  w a t e r  a r e a s  t o  m u l t i p l e - p u r p o s e  u s e  in c o n­

for m i t y  w i t h  AS 3 8 . 0 5 . 3 0 0  a n d  to d e d i c a t e  t h e m  as a s p e c i a l  p u r p o s e  si t e  in

a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  a rt. VIII, sec. 7 of the s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .

* Sec. 2. AS 4 1 . 2 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e ct i o n s  t o  read:

A R T I C L E  16. C E N T R A L  S U S I T N A  R I V E R  R E C R E A T I O N  AREA.

Sec. 4 1 . 2 0 . 5 0 6 .  (a) T h e  s t a t e - o w n e d  or a c q u i r e d  lan d  a n d  w a t e r

l y i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d e s c r i b e d  t o w n s h i p s  is d e s i g n a t e d  the C e n t r a l  

S u s i t n a  R i v e r  R e c r e a t i o n  A rea:

(1) T o w n s h i p  2 4  N o r t h ,  R a n g e  4  West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n  

S e c t i o n  31, w e s t  o f  th e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d
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(2) T o w n s h i p  2 4  N o r t h ,  R a n g e  5 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n  

S e c t i o n s  1 - 3  i n c l u s i v e

S e c t i o n s  9 - 1 6  i n c l u s i v e  

S e c t i o n s  21 - 26 i n c l u s i v e  

S e c t i o n s  35 a n d  36

(3) T o w n s h i p  25 N o r t h ,  R a n g e  5 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n  

S e c t i o n s  1 - 3  i n c l u s i v e

S e c t i o n s  10 - 15 i n c l u s i v e  

S e c t i o n s  22 - 27 i n c l u s i v e  

S e c t i o n s  34 - 36 i n c l u s i v e

(4) T o w n s h i p  26 N o r t h ,  R a n g e  3 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n  

S e c t i o n s  1 - 6  i n c l u s i v e

(5) T o w n s h i p  26 N o r t h ,  R a n g e  4 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n  

S e c t i o n s  1 - 4  i n c l u s i v e

S e c t i o n s  9 a n d  10 

S e c t i o n s  15 - 18 i n c l u s i v e  

S e c t i o n s  30 a n d  31

(6) T o w n s h i p  26 N o r t h ,  R a n g e  5 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n  

S e c t i o n s  1 - 1 7  i n c l u s i v e ,  east of th e  P a r k s  H i g h w a y  

S e c t i o n s  21 - 23 i n c l u s i v e

S e c t i o n s  26 a n d  27 

S e c t i o n s  34 - 36 i n c l u s i v e

(7) T o w n s h i p  27 N o r t h ,  R a n g e  3 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n  

S e c t i o n s  2 2 - 2 7  i n c l u s i v e

S e c t i o n s  31 - 36 i n c l u s i v e

(8) T o w n s h i p  27 N o r t h ,  R a n g e  5 W est, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n  

S e c t i o n  1, w e s t  of t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  

S e c t i o n  2

S e c t i o n s  5 - 8  i n c l u s i v e ,  e a s t  o f  th e  P a r k s  H i g h w a y  
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S e c t i o n s  1 1 - 1 4  i n c l u s i v e  

S e c t i o n  17

S e c t i o n s  18 a n d  19, e a s t  of the P a r k s  H i g h w a y  

S e c t i o n  20

S e c t i o n s  23 - 26 i n c l u s i v e  

S e c t i o n  29

S e c t i o n s  3 0  a n d  31, e a s t  of the P a r k s  H i g h w a y  

S e c t i o n s  32 - 36 i n c l u s i v e  

(9) T o w n s h i p  28 North, R a n g e  4 W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n  

S e c t i o n s  6 a n d  7, w e s t  of the A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  

(10) T o w n s h i p  28 No r t h ,  R a n g e  5 W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n  

S e c t i o n s  1 a n d  4

S e c t i o n s  5 a n d  8, e a s t  of the P a r k s  H i g h w a y  

S e c t i o n s  9, 12, 13, a n d  16

S e c t i o n s  17 a n d  19, e a s t  of th e  P a r k s  H i g h w a y

S e c t i o n s  20, 24, 25, a n d  29

S e c t i o n s  30 a n d  31, e a s t  of t h e  P a r k s  H i g h w a y  

S e c t i o n s  32, 35, a n d  36.

(b) L a n d  l y i n g  w i t h i n  the t o w n s h i p s  d e s c r i b e d  in (a) o f  this 

s e c t i o n  u p o n  w h i c h  t h e r e  a r e  v a l i d  e n t r i e s  o n  th e  e f f e c t i v e  date of this 

A c t  is e x c e p t e d  f r o m  i n c l u s i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  r e c r e a t i o n  area. H o w e v e r ,  if 

t h e  l a n d  e x c e p t e d  u n d e r  this s u b s e c t i o n  is r e l i n q u i s h e d  to the state, it

s h a l l  b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  r e c r e a t i o n  area.

(c) Land which constitutes the bed or bank, or which is within 500 

feet of the bank, of any river which is within the townships described 

in (a) of this section is withdrawn from sale or disposition under

AS 38.

Sec. 41.20.508. MANAGEMENT OF RECREATION AREA, (a) The com­

missioner of natural resources shall develop and implement a management
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p l a n  for the land a n d  water w i t h i n  the ar e a  d e s c r i b e d  in AS 4 1 . 2 0 . -  

506(a). B e f o r e  the m a n a g e m e n t  pla n  is i m p l e m e n t e d  or amended, the 

c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  h o l d  h e a r i n g s  u n d e r  AS 44.62.

(b) Th e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  d e v e l o p e d  by the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of n a t u r a l  

r e s o u r c e s  u n d e r  (a) of this s e c t i o n  s h a ll  p r o v i d e  for the m a i n t e n a n c e  of 

the r i v e r  a n d  its b a n k s  for o u t d o o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a n d  scenic v a l u e s  as 

t he p r i m a r y  m a n a g e m e n t  goal. In ad d i t i o n ,  the p l a n  may p r o v i d e  for

(1) d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  of r e a s o n a b l e  a c c e s s  f r o m  

p u b l i c  r o a d s  a nd  r i g h t s - o f - w a y  to the r i v e r  b an k  to f a c i l i t a t e  r e c r e­

ati o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ;

(2) th e  p r o t e c t i o n  of the n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  o c c u r r i n g  w i t h i n  

the r i v e r w a y ;

(3) f l o o d  and e r o s i o n  c o n t r o l;  and

(4) d e v e l o p m e n t  of fish a n d  w i l d l i f e  p r o t e c t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  if 

th e  f a c i l i t i e s  are c o n s t r u c t e d  and o p e r a t e d  in a m a n n e r  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  

the p r i m a r y  m a n a g e m e n t  goal.

(c) In the d e v e l o p m e n t  and i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of a m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  in 

the .area d e s c r i b e d  in AS 4 1 . 2 0 . 5 0 6 ( a ) ,  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of n a t u r a l  

r e s o u r c e s  s h a l l  cons u l t  w i t h  the p l a n n i n g  and z o n i n g  c o m m i s s i o n  and 

b o r o u g h  a s s e m b l y  of the M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  Borough.

* Sec. 3. AS 2 9 . 1 8 . 2 0 7  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(f) L a n d  w h i c h  is w i t h i n  a r e c r e a t i o n  a r e a  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  

A S  4 1 . 2 0 . 5 0 6  - 4 1 . 2 0 . 5 0 8  m a y  be s e l e c t e d  b y  a m u n i c i p a l i t y .  B e f o r e  land 

selected b y  the m u n i c i p a l i t y  is c o n v e y e d  b y  the state, the d i r e c t o r  

s h a l l  determine tha t the m u n i c i p a l i t y  has a d o p t e d  and wil l  e n f o r c e  an 

ordinance which p r o h i b i t s  the sale, d i s p o s a l , or i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  land 

which is within 50 0  feet of the b a n k  of the r i v e r  for w h i c h  the r e c r e a­

tion area has been established.

* Sec. 4. AS 29.33 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:



Sec. 2 9 . 3 3 . 0 9 2 .  Z O N I N G  O F  L A N D  W I T H I N  A R E C R E A T I O N  A R E A .  B e f o r e  

an o r d i n a n c e  of a h o m e  rule or g e n e r a l  law m u n i c i p a l i t y  w h i c h  am e n d s  o r  

r e p e a l s  a n  o r d i n a n c e  r e g u l a t i n g  l a n d  w i t h i n  a r e c r e a t i o n  a r e a  e s t a b­

lis h e d  u n d e r  AS 4 1 . 2 0 . 5 0 6  - 4 1 . 2 0 . 5 0 8  m a y  b e c o m e  e f f e c t i v e ,  or b e f o r e  

the p l a n n i n g  c o m m i s s i o n  of the m u n i c i p a l i t y  a p p r o v e s  a v a r i a n c e  to the 

o r d i n a n c e ,  the o r d i n a n c e  or v a r i a n c e  shall be a p p r o v e d  b y  the c o m­

m i s s i o n e r  of t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s .

Sec. 5. AS 3 8 . 0 4 . 0 7 0 ( 4 )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(4) w i l d  and sce n i c r i v e r s  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  r i v e r s : s y s t e m s

[A S Y S T E M ]  of r i v e r s  and a d j a c e n t  s t a t e  land i n c l u d i n g

(A) rivers h a v i n g  [WITH] s p e c i a l  n a t u r a l ,  scenic, a n d  

r e c r e a t i o n a l  v a l u e s  a n d  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  or a d j a c e n t  t o  a w i l d  a n d  

s c e n i c  r i v e r  a r e a  m a n a g e d  as p a r t  of the n a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  of w i l d  

an d  s c e n i c  ri v e r s  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  the f e d e r a l  W i l d  a n d  S c e n i c

R i v e r s  Act (82 Stat. 906; 16 U.S.C. 1271 e t  seq.); or

(B) rivers other, t h a n  t hose w h i c h  q u a l i f y  u n d e r  (A) o f 

thi s p a r a g r a p h  which h a v e  s p e c i a l  o u t d o o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  or s c e n i c

v a l u e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  but n o t  l i m i t e d  to u s e  of the r i v e r  and its

s h o r e l i n e  for camping, h u n t i n g ,  s port f i s h i n g ,  h i k i n g ,  and b o a t i n g ,  

m a n a g e d  p r i m a r i l y  for t h e  p r e s e n t  a n d  f u t u r e  u s e  a n d  e n j o y m e n t  o f  

t h e s e  valu e s ;

Sec. 6. T h i s  Act takes e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 0 1 . 1 0 . -


