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IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A BILL

: a n  A ct  e n t i t l e d :  "An Act r e l a t i n g  to the s e n i o r  c i t i z e n  p r o p e r t y  tax

e x e m p t i o n )  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  date."

IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 2 9 . 5 3 . 0 2 0 ( a ) ( 6 )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(6) t h e  rea l  p r o p e r t y  of c e r t a i n  r e s i d e n t s  of the s t a t e  to the 

e x t e n t  a n d  s u b j e c t  to the c o n d i t i o n s  of AS 2 9 . 5 3 . 0 2 2  [ P R O V I D E D  IN (e) OF 

T H I S  S E C T I O N ] .

* Sec. 2. AS 2 9 . 5 3  is a m e n d e d  hy a d d i n g  a n e w  se c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 2 9 . 5 3 . 0 2 2 .  S E N I O R  C I T I Z E N  P R O P E R T Y  T A X  E X E M P T I O N .  (a) T h e  

real p r o p e r t y  of a r e s i d e n t  65 y e ar s  of age or older is e x e m p t  fro m 

t a x a t i o n  u n d e r  this c h a p t e r .  T h e  real p r o p e r t y  ex e m p t  f r o m  t a x a t i o n  

u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  i n c l u d e s

(1) the e n t i r e  p a r c e l  of real p r o p e r t y  o w n e d  and  o c c u p i e d  by 

the r e s i d e n t  as a p e r m a n e n t  p l a c e  of r e s i d e n c e ;  and

(2) a p a r c e l  of rea l  p r o p e r t y  o w n e d  b y  the r e s i d e n t  w h i c h  is 

a d j a c e n t  to the p a r c e l  of r eal p r o p e r t y  o w n e d  and o c c u p i e d  by the r e s i­

dent as a p e r m a n e n t  p l a c e  of r e s i d e n c e  if the a d j a c e n t  p a r c e l  q u a l i f i e s  

for the e x e m p t i o n ,  as d e t e r m i n e d  b y  the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m u n i t y  a n d  

R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  b y  r e g u l a t i o n .

(b) O n l y  on e e x e m p t i o n  m a y  be g r a n t e d  for a p a r c e l  of real p r o­

pe r t y  u n d e r  t his s e c t io n .  If two or m o r e  r e s i d e n t s  ar e  e l i g i b l e  for the 

e x e m p t i o n  f o r  t h a t  p a r c e l ,  the p a r t i e s  sh a l l  de c i d e  b e t w e e n  or a m o n g  

t h e m s e l v e s  w h i c h  o f  t h e m  s h a l l  r e c e i v e  the e x e m p t i on .

(c) A  p a r c e l  of r e a l  p r o p e r t y  m a y  not be e x e m p t e d  f r o m  t a x a t i o n

-1- C S S B  389

Original sponsors: Bradley, Kerttula,
Hackney, et al

Offered: 4/7/80
Referred: Finance



r

i

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

2E

2E

21

21

21

r

u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  if the a s s e s s o r  determines, a f t e r  n o t i c e  and h e a r i n g  

to the part i e s  concerned, that t i t l e  to the parcel has b e e n  c o n v e y e d  to 

a r e s i d e n t  who is an app l i c a n t for the e x e m p t i o n  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  the 

p u r p o s e  of o b t a i n i n g  the tax e x emption. Th e  d e c i s i o n  of the a s sessor 

u n d e r  this s u b s e c t i o n  may be a p p e a l e d  by the a p p l i c a n t  u n d e r  AS 44.-

6 2 . 5 6 0  - 44.62.570.

(d) A tax e x e m p t i o n  m a y  not be g r a n t e d  u n l e s s  a r e s i d e n t  submi t s  

an a p p l i c a t i o n  for an e x e m p t i o n.  The a p p l i c a t i o n  for e x e m p t i o n  shall be 

m a d e  on a f orm p r e s c r i b e d  by the state a s s e s s o r  for use b y  a s s e s s o rs  of 

b o r o u g h s  and cities w h ic h  levy an d  collect real p r o p e r t y  taxes. A 

r e s i d e n t  shall file his a p p l i c a t i o n  by J a n u a r y  15 of the y e a r  for w h i c h  

a tax e x e m p t i o n  is requested, b u t  the city c o u n c i l  or b o r o u g h  assembly, 

for go o d  cause d e m o n s t r a t e d  b y  the resident, m a y  w a i v e  the r e s i d e n t ' s 

f a i l u r e  to file an a p p l i c a t i o n  b y  the time it is due and direct the 

a s s e s s o r  to ac c e p t  the a p p l i c a t i o n  as tim e l y  filed.

(e) An a p p l i c a n t  for a t a x  ex e mp t i o n  u n de r  this s e c t i o n  shall file 

a s e p a r a t e  a p p l i c a t i o n  for e a c h  year in w h i c h  the tax e x e m p t i o n  is 

r e q u e s t e d .

(f) If a tax e x e m p t i o n  a p p l i c a t i o n  is f i l e d  by J a n u a r y  15 a n d  is 

a p p r o v e d  by the assessor, he shall a llow a tax e x e m p t i o n  in a c c o r d a n c e  

w i t h  the p r o v i s i o n s  of this section. If a r e s i d e n t  w h o s e  failure to 

f ile b y  J a n u a r y  15 has b e e n  w a i v e d  as p r o v i d e d  in (d) of this s e c t i o n  

an d  the a p p l i c a t i o n  for tax e x e m p t i o n  is a p p r o v e d  b y  the council or 

as s e m b l y , the amount of tax w h i c h  the r e s i d e n t  m a y  h a v e  a l r e a d y  p a i d  for 

t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  yea r  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to the real p r o p e r t y  e x e m p t e d  9 h a l l  be 

r e f u n d e d  to him.

(g) T h e  a s sessor m a y  a t  a n y  time r e q u i r e  p r o o f  in the for m  he 

c o n s i d e r s  n e c e s s a r y  of the r i g h t  and a mo u n t  of an e x e m p t i o n  c l a i m e d 

u n d e r  this section.
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(h) T h e  s t a t e  s h a l l  r e i m b u r s e  a b o r o u g h  or city, as a p p r o p r i a t e ,  

for the rea l  p r o p e r t y  ta x  r e v e n u e s  lost to it by the o p e r a t i o n  of t h i s  

s e c t i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  w i l l  be m a d e  to a b o r o u g h  or c i t y  for 

r e v e n u e  lost to it o n l y  to the e x t e n t  t h a t  the loss e x c e e d s  an e x e m p t i o n  

w h i c h  w a s  g r a n t e d  b y  the b o r o u g h  or city, or w h i c h  u p o n  p r o p e r  a p p l i­

ca t i o n  b y  an i n d i v i d u a l  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  g r a n t e d  b y  the b o r o u g h  or c ity,  

u n d e r  A S  2 9 . 5 3 . 0 2 5 ( a ) .

(i) E x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  in (h) of this s e c t i o n ,  n o t h i n g  in thi s 

s e c t i o n  a f f e c t s  s i m i l a r  e x e m p t i o n s  f r o m  p r o p e r t y  taxes g r a n t e d  b y  

m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  o n  S e p t e m b e r  10, 1972, or p r e v e n t s  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  f r o m  

g r a n t i n g  s i m i l a r  e x e m p t i o n s  b y  o r d i n a n c e  as p r o v i d e d  in AS 2 9 . 5 3 . 0 2 5 .

(j) In t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  "real p r o p e r t y "  i n c l u d e s ,  but is not l i m i t e d  

to, m o b i l e  h o m e s  w h e t h e r  c l a s s i f i e d  as real or p er sonal p r o p e r t y  for 

m u n i c i p a l  t a x  p u r p o s e s .

Sec. 3. AS 2 9 . 5 3 . 0 2 0 ( e )  - (i) are r e p e a l e d .

Sec. 4. T h i s  Act t a k es  e f f e c t  J a n u a r y  1, 1981.
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