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IN TH E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S IO N

A B IL L

For a n  A c t  entitled: "An Act e s t a b l i s h i n g  an O l d e r  A l a s k a n s  Co m mi s s i o n ;

and p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE I T  E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  STATE O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. FI N D I N G S  A N D PURPOSE. (a) T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  finds that the 

c h a n g i n g  pace of m o d e r n  life, e c o n o m i c  i n flation, the i n f i r m i t i e s  of a d­

v a n c i n g  years, and a l t e r a t i o n s  in the t r a d i t i o n s  and v a l u e s  of family life 

h a v e  c o m b i n e d  to p l a c e m a n y  older A l a s k a n s  in an u n e n v i a b l e  p o s i t i o n  of 

p o v e r t y  and d e p e n d e n c y  that e n d a ng e r s  their heal t h,  w e l l - b e i n g  and safety.

In k e e p i n g  w ith the i n h e r e n t  dignity and respect due the indi v i du a l  in our 

s o c i e t y ,  older A l a s k a n s  are e n t i t l e d  to secure equal o p p o r t u n i t y  to the full 

e n j o y m e n t  of

(1) an a d e q u a t e  income in a c c o r d a n c e  wit h  a dec e n t  s t a n d a r d  of

l i v i n g ;

(2) s o u n d  p h y s i c a l  and m e n t a l  health, w i th o u t  reg a r d to e c o n o m i c  

s t a t u s  or condi t io n ;

(3) s ui t a b l e  housing, s e lected, d e s i g n e d  and loca t e d  with r e f e r­

en c e  to the s p e c i a l  needs and  c o n c er n s  of o lder Al a s k a n s  at r e a s o n a b l e  cost;

(4) full r e s t o r a t i v e  h e a l t h  s e r vices for t h o s e  older A l a s k a n s  in 

n e e d  of i n s t i t u t i o n a l  care;

(5) o p p o r t u n i t y  for e m p l o y m e n t  w i t h o u t  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ;

(6) p u r s ui t  of m e a n i n g f u l  a c t i v i t y  w i t h i n  a wid e  range of civic, 

c u l t u r a l  and r e c r e a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ;

(7) a p p r o p r i a t e  in-home c a r e  and r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  c o m m u n i t y  

a s s i s t a n c e ;
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(8) i n d e p e n d e n c e  and the f u l l e s t  e x e r c i s e  of i n d i v i d u a l  i n i t i a t i v e  

o n  the par t of o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  in the p l a n n i n g  and m a n a g e m e n t  of t h ei r  lives.

(b) It is the p u r p o s e  of this l e g i s l a t i o n  to a s s u r e  that the years 

r e m a i n i n g  to p e o p l e  over the age of 60 are years of g oo d  heal t h ,  hon o r ,  and 

d i g n i t y  by

(1) p r o v i d i n g  n e c e s s a r y  s o c i a l  s e rvices, h e a l t h  ser vi c e s ,  e m p l o y­

m e n t  services, a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to o l d e r  Ala s ka n s ;

(2) g i v i n g  spec i a l  a t t e n t i o n  to the n e e d s of o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  in the

planning and d e l i v e r y  of state and local programs;

(I) Improving, the d e l i v e r y  of all public s e r v i c e s  e s s e nt i a l  lo the

lives of o lder A l a s k a ns ;  and

(4) r e q u i r i n g  that the p l a n n i n g  and p r o v i s i o n  of p r o g r a m s  of 

b e n e f i t  to o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  will be u n d e r t a k e n  with the p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  k n o w­

ledge, advice, a n d  c o m m e n t s  of p e o p l e  served.

* Sec. 2. AS 44.21 is amen d e d  by a d d i n g  ne w s e c t i o n s  to read:

A R T I C L E  4. O L D E R  A L A S K A N S  C O M M I S S I O N .

Sec. 4 4 . 2 1 . 2 0 0 .  OLDER A L A S K A N S  C OM M I S S I O N .  (a) T h e r e  is e s t a b­

lished in the D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  the O l d e r  A l a s k a n s  C o m m i s­

sion. T h e  m e m b e r s  of the c o m m i s s i o n  include

(1) the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of the D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  or 

hi s  de s i g n ee ;

(2) the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m u n i t y  and 

R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s , or his d e s i g n e e ;

(3) the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of the D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  and Social 

S e r v i c e s ,  or his designee;

(4) t h e  c h a i r m a n  of the P i o n e e r s '  H o m e s  A d v i s o r y  B oard a p­

po i n t e d  u n d e r  AS 4 4 . 2 1 . 1 0 0  - 4 4 . 2 1 . 1 3 0 ;  an d

(5) s e v e n  A l a s k a n s  s e l e c t e d  on th e  b a s i s  of their k n o w l e d g e  

a n d  d e m o n s t r a t e d  interest in the c o n c e r n s  of o l d e r  Al a s k a n s,  a p p o i n t e d
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b y  the g o v e r n o r  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  (b) of this s e c t i o n .

(b) A f t e r  r e q u e s t i n g  f r o m  s e n i o r  c i t i z e n  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  the n a m e s  

o f  p e r s o n s  w h o  a r e  q u a l i f i e d  for a n d  i n t e r e s t e d  in s e r v i n g  o n  the c o m­

m i s s i o n ,  the g o v e r n o r  s h al l  a p p o i n t  the m e m b e r s  of th e  c o m m i s s i o n  u n d e r

(a)(5) of this s e c t i o n .  A p p o i n t m e n t s  s h a l l  be m a d e  b y  the g o v e r n o r  to 

a s s u r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of l o w - i n c o m e  p e r s o n s  a n d  m i n o r i t i e s ,  a n d  r e p ­

r e s e n t a t i o n  f r o m  r u r a l  a n d  u r b a n  a r e a s  of the s t a t e ,  a n d  to s e c u r e  

s t a t e w i d e  g e o g r a p h i c a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o n  the c o m m i s s i o n .  At l e a s t  f i v e  

of  the p e r s o n s  a p p o i n t e d  b y  th e  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  be 6 0  y e a r s  of ag e  or 

o l d e r .  At l e as t  t wo  of t h e s e  p e r s o n s  s h a l l  be 65 y e a r s  of age or o l d e r .

(c) T h e  p e r s o n s  a p p o i n t e d  u n d e r  (a)(5) o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s e r v e  

o v e r l a p p i n g  f o u r - y e a r  terms. A m e m b e r  m a y  be r e a p p o i n t e d ,  b u t  n o  m e m b e r  

a p p o i n t e d  u n d e r  (a)(5) of this s e c t i o n  m a y  s e r v e  m o r e  tha n  two c o n s e c u­

tiv e  t erm s  or e i g h t  c o n s e c u t i v e  yea r s ,  w h i c h e v e r  is longer.

(d) If a p e r s o n  a p p o i n t e d  u n d e r  (a)(5) o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  f a i l s  to 

a t t e n d  t h r e e  c o n s e c u t i v e  m e e t i n g s  of the c o m m i s s i o n ,  a m a j o r i t y  of t h e  

m e m b e r s  of the c o m m i s s i o n  m a y  r e q u e s t  the g o v e r n o r  to t e r m i n a t e  the 

m e m b e r s h i p  of the m e m b e r  a n d  to fill the v a c a n c y .

(e) A v a c a n c y  in the m e m b e r s h i p  of p e r s o n s  a p p o i n t e d  u n d e r  (a)(5) 

of this s e c t i o n  s h a l l  be f i l l e d  by a p p o i n t m e n t  by  th e g o v e r n o r .  T h e  

p e r s o n  a p p o i n t e d  s h a l l  s e r v e  for the u n e x p i r e d  p o r t i o n  of the term.

Sec. 4 4 . 2 1 . 2 1 0 .  M E E T I N G S .  (a) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  shall m e e t  at the 

c a l l  of the c h a i r m a n ,  at the r e q u e s t  of a m a j o r i t y  of the m e m b e r s ,  or at 

a r e g u l a r l y  s c h e d u l e d  t i m e  as d e t e r m i n e d  b y  a m a j o r i t y  of the m e m b e r s .  

T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  m e e t  at l e a s t  s i x  t i m e s e a c h  year.

(b) A m a j o r i t y  of the m e m b e r s  of the c o m m i s s i o n  c o n s t i t u t e s  a 

q u o r u m  for c o n d u c t i n g  b u s i n e s s  a n d  e x e r c i s i n g  t h e  p o w e r s  of t h e  c o m m i s­

sion.

(c) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  e l e c t  o n e  of it s  m e m b e r s  as c h a i r m a n ,  anc
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m a y  s e l e c t  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  it c o n s i d e r s  n e c e s s a r y .

Sec. 4 4 . 2 1 . 2 2 0 .  C O M P E N S A T I O N .  M e m b e r s  of the c o m m i s s i o n  r e c e i v e  

no  c o m p e n s a t i o n  for t h e i r  s e r v i c e s ,  b u t  are e n t i t l e d  to p e r  d i e m  an d  

t r a v e l  a l l o w a n c e s  a u t h o r i z e d  by l a w  for o t h e r  b o a r d s  a n d  c o m m i s s i o n s .

Sec. 4 4 . 2 1 . 2 3 0 .  P O W E R S  A N D  D U T I E S .  (a) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s hall

(1) f o r m u l a t e  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  s t a t e w i d e  p l a n  w h i c h  i d e n t i f i e s  

t h e  c o n c e r n s  an d  n e e d s  of o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  and, w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  to the pla n 

a d o p t e d ,  p r e p a r e  a n d  s u b m i t  to th e  g o v e r n o r  an d  l e g i s l a t u r e  an a n n u a l  

a n a l y s i s  a n d  e v a l u a t i o n  of the s e r v i c e s  w h i c h  are p r o v i d e d  to o l d e r  

A l a s k a n s i

(2) m a k e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to the a p p r o p r i a t e  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s  

a n d  to the l e g i s l a t u r e  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to l e g i s l a t i o n ,  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  an d  

a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  m a d e  for p r o g r a m s  o r  s e r v i c e s  w h i c h  b e n e f i t  o l de r  

A l a s k a n s ;

(3) e n c o u r a g e  t h e d e v e l o p m e n t  of m u n i c i p a l  c o m m i s s i o n s  

s e r v i n g  o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  and  c o m m u n i t y - o r i e n t e d  p r o g r a m s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  for 

t h e  b e n e f i t  of o l d e r  A l a s k a n s ;

(4) e m p l o y  an e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  w h o  s e r v e s  at the p l e a s u r e  

o f  the c o m m i s s i o n ;

(5) a d m i n i s t e r  f e d e r a l  p r o g r a m s  r e l a t i n g  to o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  

r e q u i r i n g  s t a t e  a c t i o n  w h i c h  a r e  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a s s i g n e d  to a s t a t e 

a g e n c y ;

(6) r e q u e s t  a n d  r e c e i v e  r e p o r t s  an d  a u d i t s  f r o m  s t a t e 

a g e n c i e s  a n d  lc .al i n s t i t u t i o n s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  the c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  needs 

o f  o l d e r  A l a s k a n s .

(b) T o  a c c o m p l i s h  its d u t i e s ,  the c o m m i s s i o n  may

(1) r e v i ew ,  e v a l u a t e  a n d  c o m m e n t  u p o n  s t a t e  p r o g r a m s  c o n­

c e r n e d  w i t h  the p r o b l e m s  a n d  t h e  n e e d s  of o l d e r  A l a s k a n s ;

(2) c o l l e c t  f a c t s  a n d  s t a t i s t i c s ,  an d  m a k e  s t u d i e s  of co n d i -
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t i o n s  and p r o b l e m s  p e r t a i n i n g  to the e mployment, health, financial 

sec u r i t y,  social welfare, and other c o n c e r n s  w h i c h  b e a r  u p o n  the w e l l­

b e i n g  of o lder Ala s k an s j

(3) p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  about public p r o g r a m s  w h i c h  w o u l d  be 

of i nt e r e s t  or b e n e f i t  to older A l a skans;

(4) a p p o i n t  spec i al  co m m i t t e es ,  i n c l u d i n g  p e r s o n s  who are not 

m e m b e r s  of the c o m m i s s i o n ,  to c om p l e t e  n e c e s s a r y  studies;

(5) p r o m o t e  c o m m u n i t y  e d u c a t i o n  efforts r e g a r d i n g  the p r o b­

lems and c o n ce r n s  of o l d e r  Alaskans;

(6) a p p l y  for and accept grants, c o n tr i b u t i o n s ,  and a p p r o p r i­

ations, i n c l u d i n g  m a k i n g  a p p l i c a t i o n  for and a c c e p t i n g  federal f unds 

p r o v i d e d  under the O l d e r  A m ericans Act, P.I,. 89-93, as amended;

(7) c o n s u lt  a n d  co o p e r at e  w i t h  persons, o r g an i z a t i o n s,  a n d  

g r o u p s  i n t e r e s t e d  in or c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  p r o g r am s  of a s s i s t a n c e  to o ld e r  

A l a s k a n s ;

(8) a d v o c a t e  i m p roved p r o gr a m s  of b e n e f i t  to older Ala s k a ns ;

and

(9) set s t a n d a r d s  for levels of s er vices for older A l a s k a n s

for programs a d m i n i s t e r e d  by the commission.

Sec. 44.21. 2 4 0 .  DRFI N I T I O N S.  In AS 4 4. 2 1 . 2 0 0  - 44.21.240, " c o m­

mi s s i o n "  m eans the O l d e r  Alaskans C ommission.

* Sec. 3. AS 4 4 . 6 6 . 0 1 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read;

(8) O l d e r  A la s k a n s  C o m m i s s i o n  (AS 4 4 . 2 1 . 2 0 0 )  -- June 30,

1984.

* Sec. 4. T R A N S F E R  OF P R O G R A M  R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S .  T h e  p ro g r a m s  and p e r­

sonn e l  of the of f i c e  on a g i n g  in the D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  a n d  Social Se r v i c e s  

and the G o v e r n o r ' s  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  on A g i n g  are t r a n s f e r r e d  to the O l d e r

A l a s k a n s  C o m m i s s i o n  in the D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t ra t i o n .

*  S e c .  5. I N I T I A L  M E M B E R S H I P  AND M E E T I N G  O F  C O M M I S S I O N .  (a) O f  the
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s e v e n  pu b l i c  m e m b e r s  f i r s t  a p p o i n t e d  by the g o v e r n o r  to the O l d e r  A l a s k a n s  

C o m m i s s i o n  u n d e r  AS 4 4 . 2 1 . 2 0 0 ( a ) ( 5 ) ,

(1) t w o  shall s erve a term of two years;

(2) t h r e e  s hall serve a t e r m  of t hree years;

(3) two s hall s e rv e  a t e r m  of four years.

(b) In m a k i n g  a p p o i n t m e n t s  of the i n i t i a l  p u b l i c  m e m b e r s  of the O l d e r  

A l a s k a n s  C o m m i s s i o n  u n d e r  AS 4 4 . 2 1 . 2 0 0 ( a ) ( 5 ) ,  the g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  d e s i g n a t e  an 

e x p i r a t i o n  d a t e  of the terms of m e m b e r s  first a p p o i n t e d  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  

(a) of this s e c t i o n .

(c) T h e  g o v e r n o r  s hall d e t e r m i n e  the date an d  p l a c e  of the initial 

m e e t i n g  of th e  O l d e r  A l a s k a n s  C o m m i s s i o n .

* Sec. 6. C O N T I N U I N G  R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y  O F  T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N .  

This Act doe s  n o t  a f f e c t  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of the D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a­

tion for the A l a s k a  l o n g e v i t y  b o n u s p r o g r a m  (AS 47.45) or the Ala s k a P i o­

neers' H o m e s  (AS 4 4 . 2 1 . 1 0 0  - 4 4 . 2 1 . 1 3 0 ) .

* Sec. 7. E F F E C T I V E  DATE. T his Act takes e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1980.
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