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BY T H E  R U L E S  C O M M I T T E E  BY 
R E Q U E S T  O F  T H E  L E G I S L A T I V E  
C O U N C I L  (for the I n t e r i m  
C o m m i t t e e  o n  S e r v i c e s  for 

IN T H E  S E N A T E  th e  E l d e r l y )

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 328

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

A B I L L

For an  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a n  O l d e r  A l a s k a n s  C o m m i s s i o n !

and p r o v i d i n g  for a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L AS K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. F I N D I N G S  A N D  P U R P O S E .  (a) T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f inds t h a t  the 

c h a n g i n g  pace of m o d e r n  life, e c o n o m i c  i n f l a t i o n ,  the i n f i r m i t i e s  o f  a d ­

v a n c i n g  years, a n d  a l t e r a t i o n s  in t h e  t r a d i t i o n s  a n d  v a l u e s  of f a m i l y  life 

h a v e  c o m b i n e d  to p l a c e  m a n y  o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  in a n  u n e n v i a b l e  p o s i t i o n  of 

p o v e r t y  and d e p e n d e n c y  tha t  e n d a n g e r s  t h e i r  h e a l t h ,  w e l l - b e i n g  an d  s a f e t y .

In k e e p i n g  wi t h  t h e  i n h e r e n t  d i g n i t y  a n d  r e s p e c t  d ue  the i n d i v i d u a l  in our 

s o c i e t y ,  o lder A l a s k a n s  a r e  e n t i t l e d  to s e c u r e  e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  to the full 

e n j o y m e n t  of

(1) a n  a d e q u a t e  i n c o m e  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  a d e c e n t  s t a n d a r d  of

living;

(2) s o u n d  p h y s i c a l  a n d  m e n t a l  h e a l t h ,  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  to e c o n o m i c  

s t a t u s  or c o n d i t i o n ;

(3) s u i t a b l e  h o u s i n g ,  s e l e c t e d ,  d e s i g n e d  a n d  l o c a t e d  w i t h  r e f e r­

en c e  to the s p e c i a l  n e e d s  a n d  c o n c e r n s  of o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  at r e a s o n a b l e  cost;

(4) f u l l  r e s t o r a t i v e  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  for t h o s e  o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  in 

n e e d  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  care;

(5) opportunity for employment without discrimination based on an 

individual's age;

(6) pursuit of meaningful activity within a wide range of civic, 

cultural and recreational opportunities;

(7) efficient, coordinated in-home care and readily available
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c o m m u n i t y  s o c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e ;

(8) the b e n e f i t  o f  k n o w l e d g e  g a i n e d  f r o m  r e s e a r c h  w h i c h  c a n  s u s­

ta i n  and i m p r o v e  the h e a l t h  a n d  h a p p i n e s s  of o l d e r  A l a s k a n s ;  a n d

(9) i n d e p e n d e n c e  a n d  the f u l l e s t  e x e r c i s e  of i n d i v i d u a l  i n i t i a t i v e  

o n  the p a r t  o f  o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  in the p l a n n i n g  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  of their lives.

(b) It is the p u r p o s e  of  this l e g i s l a t i o n  to a s s u r e  t h a t  the y e a r s  

r e m a i n i n g  to p e o p l e  o v e r  t h e  a g e  of 60 a r e  y e a r s  of g o o d  h e a l t h ,  h o n o r ,  an d  

d i g n i t y  b y

(1) p r o v i d i n g  a f u l l  r a n g e  of s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s ,  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s ,  

a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to o l d e r  A l a s k a n s ;

(2) g i v i n g  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  to t h e  n e e d s  of o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  in the 

p l a n n i n g  a n d  d e l i v e r y  of s t a t e  a n d  l o c a l  p r o g r a m s ;

(3) i m p r o v i n g  t h e  d e l i v e r y  of al l  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s  e s s e n t i a l  to the 

lives o f  o l d e r  A l a s k a n s ;  a n d

(4) r e q u i r i n g  t h a t  the p l a n n i n g  a n d  p r o v i s i o n  of p r o g r a m s  o f  

b e n e f it  to o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  w i l l  be u n d e r t a k e n  w i t h  the p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  

k n o w l e d g e ,  a d v i c e ,  an d c o m m e n t s  of p e o p l e  s e r v e d .

* Sec. 2. AS 4 4 . 2 1  is a m e n d e d  by- a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

A R T I C L E  4. O L D E R  A L A S K A N S  C O M M I S S I O N .

Sec. 4 4 . 2 1 . 2 0 0 .  O L D E R  A L A S K A N S  C O M M I S S I O N .  (a) T h e r e  is e s t a b­

l i s h e d  in the D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  the O l d e r  A l a s k a n s  C o m m i s­

sio n .  T h e  m e m b e r s  of t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  i n c l u d e

(1) th e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  or 

h i s  d e s i g n e e ;

(2) t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m u n i t y  a n d  

R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s ,  or h i s  d e s i g n e e ;

(3) th e c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  

S e r v i c e s ,  o r  h i s  d e s i g n e e ;

(4) th e  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  P i o n e e r s '  H o m e s  A d v i s o r y  B o a r d
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a p p o i n t e d  u nd e r  AS 44. 2 1 . 1 0 0  - 44.21.130; and

(5) s e v e n  Alaskans selected on the basis of their k n o w l e d g e

a n d  d e m o n s t r a t e d  i n t e r e s t  in the concerns of older A l askans, a p p o i n t e d

by the g o v e r n o r  in a c co r d a n c e  w i t h  (b) of this section.

(b) At least s i x  of the persons a p p o i n t e d  under (a)(5) of this

s e c t i o n  shall be 60 years of age or older. Not less than two of these 

persons shall be 65 y ears of age or older. A p p o i n t m e n t s  shall be m a d e  

by the g o v e r n o r  to a ss u r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of low-i n c o me  persons a n d  

m i n o r i t i e s ,  and r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  from rural and u r b a n  areas of the state, 

and to s ec u r e  s t a t e w i d e  ge o g raphical r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  on the c o m m i s si o n .

(c) T h e  p e r s o n s  ap p o i nt e d  under (a)(5) of this s e c t i o n  s er v e  

o v e r l a p p i n g  f o u r - y e a r  terms. A member m a y  be reap p o in t e d ,  but no m e m b e r  

a p p o i n t e d  u n d e r  ( a ) (5) of this section m a y  serve more than two c o n s e c u­

tive terms or e i g h t  co n s e c u t i v e  years, w h i c h e v e r  is longer.

(d) If a p e r s o n  app o i n t e d under ( a ) (5) of this s e c t i o n  f a il s  to

a t t e nd  three c o n s e c u t i v e  m e e t i n g s  of the commission, a m a j o r i t y  of the

m e m b e r s  of the c o m m i s s i o n  shall request the g o v er n o r  to t e r m i n a t e  the 

m e m b e r s h i p  of the m e m b e r  and to fill the vacancy.

(e) A v a c a n c y  in the m e m b e r s h i p  of persons a p p o i n t e d  u n d e r  (a)(5) 

of this s e c t i o n  s hall be fil l e d  by ap p o i n t m e n t  by the governor. The 

p e r s o n  a p p o i n t e d  shall serve for the u n e x p i r e d  p o r t i o n  of the term.

Sec. 4 4 . 2 1 . 2 1 0 .  MEETINGS. (a) The c o m m i s s i o n  shall m e e t  at the

cal l of the c h a i r m a n ,  at the request of a m a j o r i t y  of the m e mb e r s ,  or at

a r e g u l a r l y  s c h e d u l e d  time as deter m i n e d  by a m a j o r i t y  of the m e m b e r s .  

T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s hall meet at least six times each year.

(b) Th e  m e m b e r s  of the comm i s s i o n  w h o  serve u n d e r  AS 4 4 . 2 1 . -  

200(a)(1) - (3) m a y  not vote o n  matters b e f o r e  the commis s i o n .  A 

m a j o r i t y  of the m e m b e r s  of the c o m m i s s i o n w h o  serve u n d e r  AS 4 4 . 2 1 . -  

2 0 0(a)(4) a n d  (5) c o n s t i t u t e s  a quorum for c o n d u c t i n g  b u s i n e s s  a n d
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e x e r c i s i n g  the p o w e r s  of the commis s i o n .

(c) The c o m m i s s i o n  s h al l  elect one of its m e m b e r s  as c h a i r m a n,  and

m a y  s e l e c t  other o f f i c e r s  it c o n s i d e r s  necessary.

Sec. 4 4 . 2 1 . 2 20 .  C O M P E N S A T I O N .  M e mb e r s  of the c o m m i s s i o n  r e c e i v e  

no  c o m p e n s a t i o n  for th e i r  services, but are e n t itled t o  per d i e m  and 

t r a v e l  a l l o wa n c e s  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  law for o ther boards a n d  c o m m i s s i o n s .  

Sec. 4 4 . 2 1 .2 3 0 .  P O W E R S  AN D  DUTIES. (a) The c o m m i s s i o n  shall

(1) f o r m u l a t e  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  s t atewide p l a n  w h i c h  i d e n t i f i e s

t h e  conce r n s  a n d needs of o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  and, with r e f e r e n c e  to the p l a n

a d o p t e d ,  p r e p ar e  and s u b m i t  to the g o v e r n o r  and l e g i s l a t u r e  an a nn u a l  

a n a l y s i s  and e v a l u a t i o n  of the se r v i c e s  w h i c h  are p r o v i d e d  to o l d e r  

A l a s k a n s ;

(2) m a k e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to the g o vernor a n d  l e g i s l a t u r e  w i t h  

r e s p e c t  to l e g is l a t i o n ,  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  and a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  mad e  for p r o­

gr a m s  or se r v i c e s  w h i c h  b e n e f i t  older Alaskans;

(3) e n c o u r a g e  a n d  aid the d e v e l o p m en t  of m u n i c i p a l  c o m m i s­

si o n s  serv i n g o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  and c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d  p r o g r a m s  an d  s e r v i c e s  

for the b e n ef i t  of o l d e r A l askans;

(4) e m p l o y  an  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  who s e r v e s  at the p l e a s u r e  

of the c ommission;

(5) a d m i n i s t e r  fede r a l p r o g r am s  r e l a t in g  to o lder A l a s k a n s  

r e q u i r i n g  s t a t e  a c t i o n  w h i c h  are not s p e c i f i c a l l y  a s s i g n e d  to a st a t e  

a g e n c y;

(6) h e l p  o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  lead dignified, i n d e p e n d e n t  and 

u s e f u l  lives; and

(7) r e q u e s t  a n d  r e c e i v e  r e p o r t s and a u d i t s  fro m  s t a t e  

a g e n c i e s  and local i n s t i t u t i o n s  c o n c e r n e d  wit h  the c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  n e e d s  

o f  o l d e r A l a s k a n s .

(b) T o  a c c o m p l i s h  its duties, the c o m m i s s i o n  ma y
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(1) r e v i e w ,  e v a l u a t e  a n d  c o m m e n t  u p o n  s t a t e  p r o g r a m s  c o n ­

ce r n e d  w i t h  the p r o b l e m s  a n d  the n e e d s  of o l d e r  A l a s k a n s ;

(2) c o l l e c t  f a c t s  a n d  s t a t i s t i c s ,  a n d  m a k e  s t u d i e s  of c o n d i­

tions and  p r o b l e m s  p e r t a i n i n g  to the e m p l o y m e n t ,  h e a l t h ,  f i n a n c i a l  

s e c u r i t y ,  s o c i a l  w e l f a r e ,  and o t h e r  c o n c e r n s  w h i c h  b e a r  u p o n  the  w e l l ­

be i n g  of o l d er  A l a s k a n s ;

(3) p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a bout p u b l i c  p r o g r a m s  w h i c h  w o u l d  be 

of i n t e r e s t  or b e n e f i t  to o l d er  A l a s k a n s ;

(4) a p p o i n t  s p e c i a l  c o m m i t t e e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  p e r s o n s  w h o  a r e  n o t  

m e m b e r s  of the c o m m i s s i o n ,  to c o m p l e t e  n e c e s s a r y  s t u d i e s ;

(5) p r o m o t e  c o m m u n i t y  e d u c a t i o n  e f f o r t s  r e g a r d i n g  th e  p r o b ­

lems and c o n c e r n s  of o l d e r  A l a s k a n s ;

(6) a p p l y  for a n d  a c c e p t  gran t s ,  c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  a n d  a p p r o p r i­

ations, i n c l u d i n g  m a k i n g  a p p l i c a t i o n  for a n d  a c c e p t i n g  f e d e r a l  f u n d s  

p r o v i d e d  u n d e r  the O l d e r  A m e r i c a n s  Act, P.L. 89-93, as a m e n d e d ;

(7) c o n t r a c t  for n e c e s s a r y  s e r v i c e s ;

(8) c o n s u l t  a n d  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  p e r s o n s ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  a n d  

g r o u p s  i n t e r e s t e d  in or c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  p r o g r a m s  of a s s i s t a n c e  to o l d e r  

A l a s k a n s ;

(9) a d v o c a t e  i m p r o v e d  p r o g r a m s  o f  b e n e f i t  to o l d e r  A l a s k a n s ;

an d

(10) set s t a n d a r d s  for levels of s e r v i c e s  fo r  o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  

for p r o g r a m s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  th e  c o m m i s s i o n .

Sec. 4 4 . 2 1 . 2 4 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In AS 4 4 . 2 1 . 2 0 0  - 4 4 . 2 1 . 2 4 0 ,  " c o m­

m i s s i o n "  m e a n s  th e  O l d e r  A l a s k a n s  C o m m i s s i o n .

* Sec. 3. AS 4 4 . 6 6 . 0 1 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to r e a d :

(8) O l d e r  A l a s k a n s  C o m m i s s i o n  (AS 4 4 . 2 1 . 2 0 0 )  -- J u n e  30,

1984.

* Sec. 4. A S S U M P T I O N  O F  P R O G R A M  R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S .  T h e  O l d e r  A l a s k a n s
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C o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  a s s u m e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for all p r o g r a m s ,  f u n c t i o n s  and s e r­

vi c e s  of t h e  O f f i c e  of A g i n g  a n d  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  on Aging.

* Sec. 5. I N I T I A L  M E M B E R S H I P  A N D  M E E T I N G  O F  C O M M I S S I O N .  (a) Of the 

s e v e n  p u b l i c  m e m b e r s  f i r s t  a p p o i n t e d  b y  th e  g o v e r n o r  to t h e  O l d e r  A l a s k a n s  

C o m m i s s i o n  u n d e r  AS  4 4 . 2 1 . 2 0 0 ( a ) ( 5 ) ,

(1) tw o  s h a l l  s e r v e  a t e r m  of two years;

(2) t h r e e  s h a l l  s e r v e  a t e r m  of t h re e  years;

(3) t w o  s h a l l  s e r v e  a t e r m  of four years.

(b) In m a k i n g  a p p o i n t m e n t s  of the i n it i a l  p u b l i c  m e m b e r s  of the O l d e r  

A l a s k a n s  C o m m i s s i o n  u n d e r  A S  4 4 . 2 1 . 2 0 0 ( a ) ( 5 ) ,  the g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  d e s i g n a t e  an 

e x p i r a t i o n  d a t e  o f  t h e  t e r m s  o f  m e m b e r s  f i r s t a p p o i n t e d  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h

(a) of this s e c t i o n .

(c) T h e  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  d e t e r m i n e  the dat e  a n d  p l a c e  of the init i a l  

m e e t i n g  of t h e  O l d e r  A l a s k a n s  C o m m i s s i o n .

* Sec. 6. E F F E C T I V E  D ATE. T h i s  Act takes e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1980.


