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I n t r o d u c e d :  1 / 1 4 / 8 0
R e f e r r e d :  R e s o u r c e s  a n d

F i n a n c e

N  T H E  S E N A T E BY K E R T T U L A

S E N A T E  BI L L  NO. 3 0 4  

IN  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A  BILL

tor a n  Act e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to the s a l e  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  land

l o c a t e d  in an  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t . "

JE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA :

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  4 4 . 3 3 . 4 5 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) T h e r e  is e s t a b l i s h e d  in the O f f i c e  of the G o v e r n o r  [ D E P A R T M E N T

O F  C O M M E R C E  AND  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T ]  th e A l a s k a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  A c t i o n  

C o u n c i l .  T h e  c o u n c i l  is c o m p o s e d  of f iv e  m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  b y  the 

g o v e r n o r .  T h e  c h a i r m a n  of th e c o u n c i l  is to be d e s i g n a t e d  b y  the g o v e r­

nor f r o m  a m o n g  the m e m b e r s .

* Sec. 2. AS 4 4 . 3 3  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s ec tio ns  to  read:

Sec. 4 4 . 3 3 . 4 8 0 .  S A L E  O F  A G R I C U L T U R A L  LAND. (a) B e f o r e  s t a t e  land

l o c a t e d  in an  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t  m a y  b e  s o l d  or leased, 

the  f o l l o w i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  m u s t  b e  c o m p l e t e d :

(1) th e c o u n c i l  s h a l l  d e t e r m i n e  the uses f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

l a n d  l o c a t e d  i n  a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  pr oject;

(2) t h e  d i r e c t o r  shall, a c c o r d i n g  to i n s t r u c t i o n s  f r o m  the 

c o u n c i l ,  s u r v e y  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  la n d  i n  a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  

p r o j e c t  i n t o  p a r c e l s  w h i c h  ar e c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  c r i t e r i a  d e v e l o p e d  b y  the 

c o u n c i l ;

(3) the council shall adopt criteria establishing residency, 

skill, experience, and financial qualifications it considers necessary 

for purchaser* or lessees of agricultural land in an agricultural 

development p r oject;

(4) the director shall offer the agricultural land for dispo-
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sal under the procedures prescribed in the Alaska Land Act (AS 38.05), 

in the manner and at the time consistent with criteria adopted by the 

council, and subject to review and approval by the council of the

(A) terms of sale,

(B) land values,

(C) farm development requirements, and

(D) requirements, terms, and administration of land 

clearing contracts*

(5) the director shall transmit all lottery applications 

received for the agricultural land and a statement of the qualifications) 

of persons who wish to bid on the land to the council for evaluation 

according to the residency, skill, experience, and financial qualifica­

tions adopted by the council *

(6) the council shall advise the director which bidders or 

lottery applicants are qualified to purchase the agricultural land; and

(7) if the other requirements of AS 38.05 are satisfied, the 

director shall conduct the lottery or auction.

(b) A  determination by the council that a bidder or lottery appli-| 

cant is unqualified to purchase agricultural land is a final administra­

tive order which is subject to judicial review under AS 44.62.560 and 

44.62.570.

S e c .  44.33.485. PROJECT ADMINISTRATOR. The council shall employ a| 

p r o j e c t  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  who will be in charge of the detailed affairs of 

e a c h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  development p r o j e c t  authorized under AS 44.33.475. A 

p r o j e c t  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  s e r v e s  at the direction and at the pleasure of the| 

c o u n c i l .  A  p r o j e c t  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  is authorized to employ and determine 

t h e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  of m e m b e r s  of his staff within the limitation of the 

b u d g e t  a p p r o v e d  b y  the c o u n c i l .  A project administrator is in the

p a r t i a l l y  e x e m p t  s e r v i c e  under AS 39.25.120.
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* Sec . 3. A S  4 4 . 3 3 . 5 0 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

(3) " d i r e c t o r "  m e a n s  the d i r e c t o r  of the d i v i s i o n  of lands in 

t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s .

* Sec. 4. A S  3 8 . 0 5 . 0 4 5  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 3 8 . 0 5 . 0 4 5 .  G E N E R A L L Y .  A l l  lands o w n e d  in fee by the s t at e or 

to w h i c h  the s t a t e  m a y  b e c o m e  e n t i t l e d ,  e x c e p t i n g  tide, s u b m e r g e d  or 

s h o r e l a n d s ,  a n d  t i m b e r  or g r a z i n g  lands, m a y  be s o l d  as p r o v i d e d  in 

A S  3 8 . 0 5 . 0 4 5  - 3 8 . 0 5 . 0 6 9  a n d  AS 38.08. However, this s e c t i o n  does not 

p r e v e n t  the d i s p o s i t i o n  of lands as p r o v i d e d  in AS 3 8 . 0 5 . 3 0 0  - 3 8 . 0 5 . 3 4 8  

a n d  A S  4 4 . 3 3 . 4 8 0 .

* Sec. 5. A S  3 8 . 0 5 . 0 5 7 ( c )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(c ) T h e  A l a s k a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  A c t i o n  C o un ci l e s t a b l i s h e d  u nd er 

A S  4 4 . 3 3  [ C O M M I S S I O N E R ]  m a y  a d o p t  c r i t e r i a  [ R E G U L A T I O N S  U N D E R  T H E  A D M I N­

I S T R A T I V E  P R O C E D U R E  A C T  (AS 4 4 . 6 2 ) ]  w h i c h  s p e c i f y  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  for 

l o t t e r y  p a r t i c i p a n t s  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  those s p e c i f i e d  in (b) of this 

s e c t i o n  if

(1) a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  l a n d  l i mi te d to a g r i c u l t u r a l  p u r p o s e s  is 

to b e  s o l d  u n d e r  (a) of t his s ec t i o n ;

[(2) T H E  S A L E  IS A  P A R T  O F  A P R O G R A M  T O  D E V E L O P  A G R I C U L T U R A L  

L A N D  AS A  R E N E W A B L E  R E S O U R C E  OF  T H E  STATE; AND]

(3) th e c r i t e r i a  [ RE GUL AT IO NS ] i n c l u d e  r e s i d e n c y ,  skill, 

e x p e r i e n c e ,  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  n e c e s s a r y  to q u a l i f y  p e r s o n s  w h o  

a r e  c o m p e t e n t  [AN D F I N A N C I A L L Y  A B L E ]  to de v e l o p  the land as a s u c c e s s f u l  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  e n t e r p r i s e; a n d

(4) t he  land  is l o c a t e d  in  a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o­

ject a u t h o r i z e d  tinder A S  4 4 . 3 3 . 4 7 5 .

*  S e c .  6. A S  3 9 . 2 5 . 1 2 0  la a m e n d e d  b y  add in g a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read: 

(12) a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  u n d e r  

t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  A c t i o n  C o u n c i l  in the  O f f i c e  of
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t h e  G o v e rn or .


