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r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r :  Br a d l e y  by r e q u e s t

N  T H E  S E N A T E

O ffe re d : 3 /12 /80
R e fe r re d : R u le s

BY T H E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E

CS F OR  S E N A T E  BIL L NO. 303 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

tor a n  Act  e n t i t l e d :  "An Act r e l a t i n g  to a r s o n  i n f o r m a t i o n . "

*E IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 21.89 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:.

Sec. 21 .8 9 . 0 5 0 .  A R S O N  I N F O R M A T I O N .  (a) W h e n  a n  i n s u r e r  h a s  

r e a s o n  to b e l i e v e  that a f i r e  loss in w h i c h  it ha s a n  i n t e r e s t  m a y  h a v e  

b e e n  c a u s e d  b y  other t h a n  a c c i d e n t a l  m e a n s ,  it shall i m m e d i a t e l y  sup pl y 

a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  of that f a c t  to th e D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  S a f e t y .

(b) W h e n  r e q u e s t e d  i n  w r i t i n g  b y  an a u t h o r i z e d  a g e n c y ,  a n  insu re r 

s h a l l  s u p p l y  all a v a i l a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  to a p a r t i c u l a r  fire 

l o 8 s  to th e agency. T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u e s t e d  m a y  i n c l u d e

(1) i n s u r a n c e  p o l i c y  i n f o r m a t i o n  p e r t a i n i n g  to a f i r e  loss 

u n d e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d  a n y  a p p l i c a t i o n  for th e p o l i c y j

(2) p o l i c y  p r e m i u m  p a y m e n t  r e c o r d s ;

(3) a h i s t o r y  o f  p r e v i o u s  c l a i m s  m a d e  b y  t h e  i n s u r e d ;  and

(4) m a t e r i a l  r e l a t i n g  to t he  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of the loss, 

i n c l u d i n g  s t a t e m e n t s  of a p e r s o n  w h o  m a y  h a v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  the loss  

a n d  an y p r o o f  of the loss.

(c) Notification to the Department of Public Safety under (a) of 

this section does not relieve the insurer of the duty to respond to a 

request for information from an authorized agency under (b) of this 

section.

(d) An authorized agency provided with information under (a) or

(b) of this section may release the information to another authorized 

agency.
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(e) A n  a u t h o r i z e d  a g e n c y  s ha ll s h a r e  w i t h  t h e  i n s u r e r  all  r e l e v a n t  

i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  t o  a n  i n s t a n c e  o f  s u s p e c t e d  a r s o n  w h e n

(1) t h e  a g e n c y  h a s  d e t e r m i n e d  th a t  r e l e a s e  of t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  

w o u l d  n o t  j e o p a r d i z e  t h e  s u c c e s s  of a n  o n g o i n g  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d  th a t  

t h e r e  a r e  a d e q u a t e  s a f e g u a r d s  to i n s u r e  th e c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  of the 

i n f o r m a t i o n i

(2) the a g e n c y  h a s  c o m p l e t e d  its i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d  a d e c i s i o n  

n o t  to  p r o s e c u t e  h a s  b e e n  m ad ei  or

(3) c r i m i n a l  p r o s e c u t i o n  h a s  b e e n  b r o u g h t  a n d  t he  d e f e n d a n t  

h a s  p l e d  g u i l t y ,  o r  t h e  j u r y  or o t h e r  t r i e r  of f a c t  h a s  r e t u r n e d  a 

v e r d i c t ,  a n d  n o  a p p e a l  h a s  b e e n  t a k e n .

(f) As u s e d  i n  (a) - (d) o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  " a u t h o r i z e d  a g e n c y "  m e a n s  

a  f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  a  l o c a l  or f e d e r a l  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c y  r e s p o n s i b l e  

f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  fires, t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a w ,  t h e  s t a t e  f i r e  

m a r s h a l ,  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a t t o r n e y ' s  o f f i c e ,  a n d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of 

P u b l i c  S a f e t y .  A s  u s e d  i n  (e) o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  " a u t h o r i z e d  a g e n c y "  m e a n s  

a  f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  a  l o c a l  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c y  r e s p o n s i b l e  for the  

I n v e s t i g a t i o n  of f i r e s ,  th e D e p a r t m e n t  of L a w ,  t h e  s t a t e  f ir e  m a r s h a l ,  

a n d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y .

S e c .  2 1 . 8 9 . 0 6 0 .  I M M U N I T Y .  A  p e r s o n  is n o t  c i v i l l y  l ia b l e  or 

s u b j e c t  to c r i m i n a l  p r o s e c u t i o n  f o r  r e l e a s i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  u n d e r  AS  2 1 . -

8 9 . 0 5 0  u n l e s s  t h e  a c t  c o n s t i t u t e s  a m a l i c i o u s  a t t e m p t  to i n j u r e  a n  

I n s u r e d .
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