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Introduced: 1/14/80
Referred: Judiciary

I N  T H E  S E N A T E  BY  B R A D L E Y  B Y  R E Q U E S T

S E N A T E  B IL L  NO. 303 

IN  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A BI L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to a r s o n  i n f o r m a t i o n . "

B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L AS KA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS  21.89 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

Sec. 2 1 . 8 9 . 0 5 0 .  A R S O N  I N F O R M A T I O N ,  (a) W h e n  a p r o p e r t y  i n s u r e r  

d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  a c l a i m  h a s  b e e n  p r e s e n t e d  fo r a fir e loss a n d  that th e 

f i r e  m a y  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  o f  a n  a c c i d e n t a l  o r i g i n ,  the i n s u r e r  s h a l l  i m m e­

d i a t e l y  s u p p l y  a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  of that f a c t  to an  a u t h o r i z e d  agency.

(b) U p o n  the w r i t t e n  r e q u e s t  of a n  a u t h o r i z e d  a g e n c y  a p r o p e r t y  

i n s u r e r  s h a l l  s u p p l y  a l l  a v a i l a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u e s t e d  b y  a n  a g e n c y  

r e l a t i n g  to a p a r t i c u l a r  f i r e  loss. For the  p u r p o s e s  of this s u b s e c t i o n  

a n y  f e d e r a l  a g e n c y  r e s p o n s i b l e  for the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  or p r o s e c u t i o n  o f  a 

s u s p e c t e d  a r s o n  is a n  a u t h o r i z e d  agency.

(c) A n  a u t h o r i z e d  a g e n c y  r e c e i v i n g  or d e v e l o p i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  

r e l a t i n g  to a s u s p e c t e d  c a s e  o f  a r s o n  m a y  s h a r e  tha t i n f o r m a t i o n  w i t h  

a n y  a u t h o r i z e d  a g e n c y  a n d  m u s t  s h a r e  the  i n f o r m a t i o n  u p o n  the  w r i t t e n  

r e q u e s t  o f  a n  a u t h o r i z e d  agen cy.  A n  a u t h o r i z e d  a g e n c y  m u s t  a l s o  s h a r e  

all I n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  to a p a r t i c u l a r  i n s t a n c e  of s u s p e c t e d  a r s o n  

w i t h  th e i n s u r e r  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y .

(d) As u s e d  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  " a u t h o r i z e d  a g e n c y "  m e a n s  fire d e p a r t­

m e n t s  a n d  l ocal l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c i e s  if t h e y  ar e r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  the 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of f i r e s i  t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l :  a n d  t he  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of 

p u b l i c  safe ty .

Sec. 2 1 . 8 9 . 0 6 0 .  I M M U N I T Y .  A  p e r s o n  is not  c i v i l l y  l i a b l e  or 

s u b j e c t  to  c r i m i n a l  p r o s e c u t i o n  for r e l e a s i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  u n d e r
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AS 21.89.050 unless the release of that information constituted a 

malicious attempt to Injure an insured.

Sec. 21.89.070. STATUS OF ARSON INFORMATION. Except as provided 

in AS 21.89.050, information relating to an instance of suspected arson 

is confidential until its release is ordered by the court. In a civil 

proceeding involving a property insurer the court may order the testi- 

mony of a person receiving information under AS 21.89.050.

Sec. 21.89.080. MISUSE OF ARSON INFORMATION, (a) A person com­

mits the crime of misuse of arson Information if he intentionally re­

fuses to release, provide, or hold in confidence information relating to 

an instance of suspected arson in violation of AS 21.89.050 or 21.89.- 

070.

(b) Misuse of arson Information is a class B misdemeanor.
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