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T H E  SENATE BY T H E  C O M M E R C E  C O M M I T T E E

H O U S E  CS FOR S E N A T E  BILL  NO. 248

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S TATE O F  A L A S K A

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST S E S S I O N

A B I L L

a n  Act entitled: "An Act t e r m i n a t i n g  the e x i s t e n c e  of t h e  S t a t e  P h y s i c a l

B E  IT E N AC T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. T E R M I N A T I O N  OF S T A T E  P H Y S I C A L  T H E R A P Y  BOARD. N o t w i t h s t a n d­

in g  the p r o v i s i o n s  of AS 0 8 .03.010, the S t a t e  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  B o a r d  w i l l  

c o n t i n u e  in e x i s t e n c e  u n t i l  J a n u a r y  1, 1981, and a f t e r  that d a t e  th e  D e p a r t­

m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  w i l l  h a v e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  the 

l i c e n s i n g  of p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t s  a n d  the p r a c t i c e  of p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  u n d e r  

t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of A S  0 8 . 8 4 . 0 0 5  - 0 8 . 8 4 . 2 0 0 .  D u r i n g  the p e r i o d  u n t i l 

J a n u a r y  1, 1981, t h e  m e m b e r s  of the b o a r d  will f a c i l i t a t e  t h e o r d e r l y  t r a n s­

f e r  of f u n c t i o n s  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of the b o a r d  t o  the d e p a r t m e n t .

N o t h i n g  in this A c t  o r  AS 0 8 . 0 3 . 0 1 0  r e d u c e s  or l i mi t s  the a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e 

b o a r d  u n d e r  A S  0 8 . 8 4 . 0 1 0  - 0 8 . 8 4 . 2 0 0  b e f o r e  J a n u a r y  1, 1981.

* Sec. 2. AS 08.01.010 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(b) This chapter applies to the responsibilities of the department 

over licensing and regulation of physical therapists (AS 08.84.010).

* Sec. 3. AS 08.01.050(a)(19) is amended to read:

(19) provide investigative services to the boards established 

under AS 08.20, AS 08.32, AS 08.36, AS 08.64, AS 08.68, AS 08.71,

AS 08.72, AS 08.80, [AS 08.84,] and AS 08.86 for the purpose of assist­

ing t h o s e  b o a r d s  in matters of professional discipline.

T h e r a p y  B o a r d  o n  J a n u a r y  1, 1981 and r e a s s i g n i n g  its 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  to the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  a n d  

E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t !  an d  p r o v i d i n g  fo r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  

d a t e ."
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S ec .  4. A S  0 8 . 0 1 . 0 5 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

(20) p r o v i d e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  s e r v i c e s  in m a t t e r s  of p r o f e s s i o n a l  

d i s c i p l i n e  for t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  A S  08.84.

S e c .  5. A S  0 8 . 0 1 . 0 5 0 ( b )  is a m e n d e d  to r e ad :

(b) T h e  f o r m  a n d  c o n t e n t  of a l i c e n s e  [,] a u t h o r i z e d  u n d e r  A S  08 

[BY A  B O A R D  L I S T E D  IN A S  0 8 . 0 1 . 0 1 0 ] ,  i n c l u d i n g  a n y  d o c u m e n t  e v i d e n c i n g  

r e n e w a l  o f  a l i c e n s e ,  s h a l l  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  the d e p a r t m e n t  a f t e r  c o n s u l­

t a t i o n  w i t h  a n d  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of the v i e w s  o f  a n y  [THE] b o a r d  c o n c e r n e d .  

Se c .  6. AS 0 8 . 8 4  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Se c .  0 8 . 8 4 . 0 0 5 .  A U T H O R I T Y  O F  D E P A R T M E N T .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  h a s  

j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  t h e  l i c e n s i n g  of p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t s  a n d  t h e  p r a c t i c e  

o f  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r .

S e c .  7. A S  0 8 . 8 4 . 0 1 0 ( b )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(b) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  [ P H Y S I C A L  T H E R A P Y  B O A R D ]  s h a l l  c o n d u c t  e x a m i n a­

t i o n s  f o r  a p p l i c a n t s  a n d  s h a l l  c o n t r o l  a l l  m a t t e r s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  the 

r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t s  a n d  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  a s s i s t a n t s  a n d  

t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  [BOARD] s h a l l

(1) p a s s  u p o n  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of a p p l i c a n t s !

(2) c o n d u c t  e x a m i n a t i o n s ;

(3) i s s u e  t e m p o r a r y  p e r m i t s  a n d  r e g i s t r a t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e s  to 

p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t s  a n d  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  a s s i s t a n t s  q u a l i f i e d  u n d e r  this 

c h a p t e r ;

(4) suspend or revoke registration certificates, when neces­

sary;

(5) keep a current register listing the name, business 

address, date and number of registration certificate of each physical 

therapist and physical therapy assistant who is registered to practice 

in this state;

(6) keep a record and minutes of its meetings, proceedings
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* Sec. 8. A S  0 8 . 8 4 . 0 2 0  is a m e n d e d  t o  read:

Sec. 0 8 . 8 4 . 0 2 0 .  A P P L I C A B I L I T Y  O F  A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  P R O C E D U R E  ACT.

T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  [BOARD] s h a l l  c o m p l y  w i t h  t h e A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e  

A c t  (AS 4 4 . 6 2 ) .

* Sec. 9. A S  0 8 . 8 4 . 0 3 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 0 8 . 8 4 . 0 3 0 .  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S  FOR R E G I S T R A T I O N .  T o  be e l i g i b l e  

f o r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  [BOARD] as a p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t  or 

p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  a s s i s t a n t ,  a n  a p p l i c a n t  s h a l l

(1) be of  g o o d  m o r a l  c h a r a c t e r s

(2) h a v e  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  a s c h o o l  o f  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  a p p r o v e d  

b y  t h e  C o u n c i l  o n  M e d i c a l  E d u c a t i o n  and  H o s p i t a l s  of the A m e r i c a n  

M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  o r  t h e  A m e r i c a n  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  A s s o c i a t i o n ;

(3) p a s s  to t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  of the  d e p a r t m e n t  [BOARD] a n  

e x a m i n a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  P r o f e s s i o n a l  E x a m i n a t i o n  S e r v i c e  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  to 

d e t e r m i n e  h i s  f i t n e s s  fo r  p r a c t i c e  as a p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t  or p h y s i c a l  

t h e r a p y  a s s i s t a n t  o r  b e  e n t i t l e d  to r e g i s t r a t i o n  w i t h o u t  e x a m i n a t i o n  as 

p r o v i d e d  i n  A S  0 8 . 8 4 . 0 6 0 .

* Sec. 10. A S  0 8 . 8 4 . 0 4 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

S ec. 0 8 . 8 4 . 0 4 0 .  A P P L I C A T I O N  FOR R E G I S T R A T I O N .  To  be r e g i s t e r e d  as

a p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t  o r  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  a s s i s t a n t ,  an  a p p l i c a n t  s h a l l  

a p p l y  t o  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  [BOARD] o n  a f o r m  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  th e  d e p a r t m e n t  

[BOARD]. A n  a p p l i c a n t  s h a l l  I n c l u d e  in h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  e v i d e n c e  u n d e r

o a t h  t h a t  h e  p o s s e s s e s  th e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  r e q u i r e d  b y  A S  0 8 .8 4 . 0 3 0 .

*  Sec. 11. A S  0 8 . 8 4 . 0 6 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

S ec. 0 8 . 8 4 . 0 6 0 .  R E G I S T R A T I O N  BY E N D O R S E M E N T .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  

[BOARD] m a y  r e g i s t e r  w i t h o u t  e x a m i n a t i o n  a n  a p p l i c a n t  w h o  is a p h y s i c a l  

t h e r a p i s t  o r  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  a s s i s t a n t  r e g i s t e r e d  u n d e r  the laws of 

a n o t h e r  s t a t e  o r  t e r r i t o r y ,  i f  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  for r e g i s t r a t i o n  in t h a t

-3- H C S S B  2 4 8



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

s t a t e or t e r r i t o r y  were, a t  the d a t e  of his r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

equal to the r e q u i r e m e n t s  i n  this state.

* Sec. 12. A S  0 8 . 8 4 . 0 6 5 ( a )  a n d (b) a r e  amen d ed  t o  read:

(a) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  [BOARD] m a y  issue a n o n r e n e w a b l e  t e m p o r a r y  

p e r m i t  to a n  a p p l i c a n t  for r e g i s t r a t i o n  by e n d o r s e m e n t  or b y  e x a m i n a t i o n  

w h o  m e e t s  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  of AS 0 8 . 8 4 . 03 0 ( 1 )  a n d  (2) a n d  pays  the 

r e q u i r e d  fee.

(b) A t e m p o r a r y  p e r m i t  i s s u e d  to an a p p l i c a n t  for r e g i s t r a t i o n  by 

e n d o r s e m e n t  is v a l id  for e ig h t  m o n t h s  or until the d e p a r t m e n t  [BOARD] 

c o n s i d e r s  the a p p l i c a n t ' s  e n d o r s e m e n t  app l i c at i o n ,  w h i c h e v e r  o c cu r s  

first.

* Sec. 13. A S  0 8 . 8 4 . 0 8 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  [BOARD] s h a l l  exam i n e  a p p l i c a n t s  for r e g i s t r a­

ti o n  as p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t s  or p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  a s s i s t a n t s  at the t i m e s 

a n d  p l a c e s  it d e t e rm i n e s .

* Sec. 14. A S  0 8 . 8 4 . 0 9 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 0 8 . 8 4 . 0 9 0 .  R E G I S T R A T I O N .  The d e p a r t m e n t  [BOARD] shall 

r e g i s t e r  a n  a p p l i c a n t  w h o  m e e t s  the q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  for r e g i s t r a t i o n  

u n d e r  this c h a pter. It s h a l l  I s s u e  a c e r t i f i c a t e  of r e g i s t r a t i o n  to 

e a c h  p e r s o n  re g i s t e re d .  A  c e r t i f i c a t e  of r e g i s t r a t i o n  is p r i m a  f a c i e 

e v i d e n c e  of t h e  r ight of the p e r s o n  to r e p r e s e n t  h i m s e l f  as a r e g i s t e r e d  

p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t  or r e g i s t e r e d  p hy s i c a l  t h e r a p y  assitant.

* Sec. 15. AS 08.84.100(b) is amended to read:

(b) A penalty of $10 shall be charged in addition to all delin­

quent renewal fees for reinstatement of a registration which remains 

lapsed for more than 60 days. If the registration remains lapsed for 

more than three years, the department [BOARD] may require the applicant 

to take and pass the examination given under AS 08.84.030(3).

* Sec. 16. AS 08.84.120 is amended to read:
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Sec. 0 8 . 8 4 . 1 2 0 .  R E F USAL, R E V O C A T I O N  A N D  S U S P E N S I O N  O F  R E G I S T R A­

TION. T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  [BOARD] m a y  r e f u s e  to r e g i s t e r  a n  a p p l i c a n t ,  m a y  

r e f u s e  to r e n e w  the  r e g i s t r a t i o n  of a person, a n d  m a y  s u s p e n d  or r e v o k e  

the r e g i s t r a t i o n  of a p e r s o n  w h o

(1) is h a b i t u a l l y  d r u n k  or a d d i c t e d  to the u s e  of n a r c o t i c

drugs ;

(2) is, in the j u d g m e n t  of the d e p a r t m e n t  [BOARD], g u i l t y  of 

immoral or u n p r o f e s s i o n a l  conduct;

(3) h a s  b e e n  c o n v i c t e d  o f  v i o l a t i n g  a s t a t e  or f e d e r a l  n a r c o­

tic law;

(4) h a s  b e e n  c o n v i c t e d  of a c r im e  i n v o l v i n g  m o r a l  t u r p i t u d e ;

(5) is g u il t y ,  in the j u d g m e n t  of t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  [BOARD], of 

g r o s s n e g l i g e n c e  i n  h i s  p r a c t i c e  as a p h y s i c a l  ther a p i s t ;

(6) h a s  o b t a i n e d  or a t t e m p t e d  to o b t a i n  r e g i s t r a t i o n  by f r a u d  

or m a t e r i a l  m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ;

(7) h a s  b e e n  d e c l a r e d  m e n t a l l y  ill b y  a c o ur t  a n d  ha s  not 

t h e r e a f t e r  b e e n  l a w f u l l y  d e c l a r e d  sane; [OR]

(8) h a s  t r e a t e d  or a t t e m p t e d  to t r e a t  a i l m e n t s  of h u m a n  

b e i n g s  o t h e r w i s e  t h a n  b y  p h y s i c a l  t h e rapy, o r  has  a t t e m p t e d  to p r a c t i c e  

i n d e p e n d e n t  of the  p r e s c r i p t i o n  a n d  d i r e c t i o n  of a p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  to 

p r a c t i c e  m e d i c i n e  o r  o s t e o p a t h y ;

(9) as a physical therapy assistant, has attempted to prac­

tice physical therapy which has not been initiated, supervised and term­

inated by a registered physical therapist. 

* Sec. 17. AS 08.84.180 is amended to read:

Sec. 08.84.180. INVESTIGATION BY DEPARTMENT [BOARD]. The depart­

ment [BOARD] shall Investigate every supposed violation of this chapter 

coming to its notice and shall report all cases which in the judgment of 

the department [BOARD] warrant prosecution to the proper law enforcement
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* Sec. 18. A S  0 8 . 8 4 . 1 8 5  is a m e n d e d  to read:

S e c .  0 8 . 8 4 . 1 8 5 .  L I M I T S  O R  C O N D I T I O N S  O N  L I C E N S E j  D I S C I P L I N E .  (a) 

I n  a d d i t i o n  to  a c t i o n  u n d e r  A S  0 8 . 8 4 . 1 8 0 ,  u p o n  a f i n d i n g  t h a t  b y  r e a s o n  

of d e m o n s t r a t e d  p r o b l e m s  of  c o m p e t e n c e ,  e x p e r i e n c e ,  e d u c a t i o n  or h e a l t h  

t h e  a u t h o r i t y  to p r a c t i c e  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  s h o u l d  b e  l i m i t e d  or c o n d i­

t i o n e d  o r  t h e  p r a c t i t i o n e r  d i s c i p l i n e d ,  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  [BOARD] m a y  r e p r i  

m a n d ,  c e n s u r e ,  p l a c e  o n  p r o b a t i o n ,  r e s t r i c t  p r a c t i c e  b y  s p e c i a l t y ,  

p r o c e d u r e  o r  f a c i l i t y ,  r e q u i r e  a d d i t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  or t r a i n i n g ,  o r  

r e v o k e  o r  s u s p e n d  a r e g i s t r a t i o n .

(b) T h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e  A c t  (AS 4 4 . 6 2 )  a p p l i e s  to  a n y  

a c t i o n  t a k e n  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  [BOARD] u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n .

* Sec. 19. R E P E A L E R .  A S  0 8 . 0 1 . 0 1 0 ( 2 1 ) ,  A S  0 8 . 0 3 . 0 1 0 ( a ) (11), A S  0 8 . 8 4 . -  

0 1 0 ( a )  a n d  0 8 . 8 4 . 1 9 0 ( 1 )  a r e  r e p e a l e d .

* Sec. 20. E F F E C T I V E  D ATE. S e c t i o n  1 of t h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  

i m m e d i a t e l y  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  0 1 . 1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c ) .  S e c t i o n s  2 - 19 o f  t h i s  A c t  

t a k e  e f f e c t  J a n u a r y  1, 1981.

■

1
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