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riginal sponsor: Health, Education and
Social Services Committee

Offered: 4/6/79
Referred: Finance

N T H E  S E N A T E  BY T H E  C O M M E R C E  C O M M I T T E E  |

H O U S E  C S  F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 24 0  a m  H 

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

'or a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  c o n t i n u i n g  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  M e d i c a l

B o a r d  a n d  a m e n d i n g  t h e  laws r e g u l a t i n g  t h e  m e d i c a l  

p r o f e s s i o n ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

IE I T  E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

*  S e c t i o n  1. A S  0 8 . 0 3 . 0 1 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(f) T h e  f o l l o w i n g  b o a r d  h a s  t h e  t e r m i n a t i o n  d a t e  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h i s  

s u b s e c t i o n :  S t a t e  M e d i c a l  B o a r d  (AS 0 8 . 6 4 . 0 1 0 )  -- J u n e  30, 1980.

*  Sec. 2. A S  0 8 . 6 4 . 0 1 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 0 8 . 6 4 . 0 1 0 .  C R E A T I O N  A N D  M E M B E R S H I P  O F  S T A T E  M E D I C A L  B O A R D .

T h e  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  a b o a r d  o f  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r s ,  to b e  k n o w n  as 

th e  S t a t e  M e d i c a l  Bo a r d ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  f our [FIVE] l i c e n s e d  p h y s i c i a n s ,  

r e s i d i n g  in as m a n y  s e p a r a t e  A l a s k a  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t s  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  a n d  

t h r e e  [TWO] p e r s o n s  w i t h  n o  d i r e c t  f i n a n c i a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  h e a l t h  care| 

i n d u s t r y .

* Sec. 3. A S  0 8 . 6 4 . 0 2 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 0 8 . 6 4 . 0 2 0 .  S T A T E  M E D I C A L  B O A R D  T E R M  O F  O F F I C E .  M e m b e r s  shall| 

b e  a p p o i n t e d  for s t a g g e r e d  t e r m s  [A TERM] o f  f o u r  y e a r s ,  s u b j e c t  to 

c o n f i r m a t i o n  by a m a j o r i t y  o f  the m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  j o i n t  

s e s s i o n ,  a n d  s h a l l  h o l d  o f f i c e  u n t i l  t h e i r  s u c c e s s o r s  a r e  a p p o i n t e d  a n d  

q u a l i f i e d .  T h e  t e r m s  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  b e  

s t a g g e r e d  s o  t h a t  t h e y  d o  n o t  e x p i r e  at th e  s a m e  time.

* Sec. 4. AS 08.64 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 08.64.025. LIMITATION ON TERMS. A  board member may not serve| 

more than two consecutive terms. Time served in filling an unexpected
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v a c a n c y  o f  t w o  y e a r s  o r  less is n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  a term.

*  Sec. 5. A S  0 8 . 6 4  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to r e a d :

Sec. 0 8 . 6 4 . 0 7 5 .  E X E C U T I V E  O F F I C E R  O F  T H E  BOARD. (a) T h e  d e p a r t­

ment, in c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e bo a r d ,  s h a l l  e m p l o y  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  w h o  is 

n o t  a  m e m b e r  o f  the b o a r d  to s e r v e  as e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  board.

(b) T h e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  s h a l l

(1) p e r f o r m  the  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d u t i e s  r e q u i r e d  b y  this c h a p­

ter a n d  the d e p a r t m e n t ;

(2) c a r r y  o u t  r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n s  m a d e  b y  the

b o a r d ;

(3) a s s i s t  t h e  b o a r d  in c o n d u c t i n g  e x a m i n a t i o n s ,  c o n t i n u i n g  

e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s ,  a n d  o t h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  w o r k  for t h e  board.

*  Sec. 6. A S  0 8 . 0 3 . 0 1 0 ( c )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(c) U p o n  t e r m i n a t i o n ,  e a c h  b o a r d  l i s t e d  in [(a) A N D  (b) OF] this 

s e c t i o n  s h a l l  c o n t i n u e  in e x i s t e n c e  u n t i l  J u n e  30 o f  the n e x t  succeeding 

y e a r  for t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  c o n c l u d i n g  its affairs. D u r i n g  t h i s  period, 

t e r m i n a t i o n  d oes n o t  r e d u c e  o r  o t h e r w i s e  limit the p o w e r s  o r  a u t h o r i t y  

o f  e a c h  bo ar d .  O n e  y e a r  a f t e r  the d a t e  o f  t er m i n a t i o n ,  a b o a r d  n o t  

c o n t i n u e d  s h a l l  c e a s e  a ll  a c t i v i t i e s .

*  Sec. 7. A n  i n c u m b e n t  m e m b e r  d o e s  n o t  l o s e  m e m b e r s h i p  o n  t h e  S tate 

M e d i c a l  B o a r d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  r e a l l o c a t i o n  o f  th e  m e m b e r s h i p  e n a c t e d  b y  sec. 2 

o f  t h i s  A c t  b u t  a p p o i n t m e n t s  a f t e r  the e f f e c t i v e  date o f  th i s  A c t  m u s t  be 

c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  A S  0 8 . 6 4 . 0 1 0 .

*  Sec. 8. A S  0 8 . 6 4 . 3 8 0 ( 3 )  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b p a r a g r a p h  to 

read:

(I) d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  in t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  m e d i c a l  a s s i s t­

a n c e  t o  a r e s i d e n t  o f  A l a s k a  s e e k i n g  e s s e n t i a l  n o n - e l e c t i v e  raedica 

c a r e  i f  t h e  s o l e  r e a s o n  f o r  the d e n i a l  o f  t r e a t m e n t  r e l a t e s  to the 

m e t h o d  o f  p a y m e n t  b e i n g  a n y  p u b l i c l y  f u n d e d  m e d i c a l  a i d  p ro gram.
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* Sec. 9. AS 4 7 . 0 7 . 0 7 0  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(b) In p r o v i d i n g  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  to p r o v i d e r s  o f  s e r v i c e s u n d e r  (a) 

o f  this section, the state shall pay

(1) in t e r e s t  on  u n p a i d  m e d i c a i d  b i l l s  p r e s e n t e d  b y  p r o v i d e r s  

the r a t e  of  o n e  p e r  cent p e r  m o n t h  w h e n  paym e n t  is d e l a y e d  m o r e

t han 30 days a f t e r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of the billing; a n d

(2) i n t e r e s t  o n  u n p a i d  m e d i c a i d  b i l l s  p r e s e n t e d  b y  p r o v i d e r s  

the rat e  of two p e r  cent p e r  m o n t h  w h e n  p a y m e n t  is d e l a y e d  m o r e

tha n 6 m o n t h s  a f t e r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  the billing.

* Sec. 10. Th e  S t a t e  M e d i c a l  B o a r d  shall

(1) n o t  l a t e r  t ha n  D e c e m b e r  31, 1979, a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  

d e s c r i b i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  u n d e r  w h i c h  p h y s i c i an s  m a y  r e f u s e  service to p a t i e n t  

or p e r s o n s  s e e k i n g  c a r e  b a s e d  o n  the a b i l i t y  to p a y  for the service or m a n n e r  

or p a y m e n t  o f  service; and

(2) n o t  l a t e r  t ha n  J a n u a r y  31, 1980, p r o v i d e  to the L e g i s­

lat u r e  a r e p o r t  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  e x a m i n i n g  a l t e r n a t i v e s  to the p r e s e n t  

s y s t e m  to p r o v i d i n g  d e l i v e r y  services for the p a y m e n t  o f  m e d icaid, i n c l u­

di n g  but no t l i m i t e d  to, c o n t r a c t i n g  for p a ym e n t  s e r v i c e s  w i t h  a p r i v a t e  

c arrier.

*  Sec. 11. E s s e n t i a l  m e d i c a l  t re a t m e n t  is any c a r e  which, in t h e o p i n i o n  

o f  the provider, is n e c e s s a r y  to p r e v e n t  loss of l i f e  or limb or i m m e d i a t e  

p a i n  a n d  suffering.

*  Sec. 12. A S  0 8 . 0 3 . 0 1 0 ( a ) ( 3 )  is repealed.

*  Sec. 13. S e c t i o n s  1 - 7  a n d  10 - 12 of this A c t  tak e  eff e c t  im m e d i a te l y  

in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  01.10 . 0 70 ( c ) .  S e c tions 8 a n d  9 o f  this A c t  tak e effect 

J u l y  1, 1980.
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