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Introduced: 3/14/79
Referred: Resources and

Finance

BY T H E  r e s o u r c e s  c o m m i t t e e
N T H E  S E N A T E  BY R E Q U E S T

S E N A T E  BILL NO. 238 

IN TH E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A BILL

’or an  Act e n t i t l e d :  " A n  Act r e l a t i n g  to l i m i t e d  e n t r y  for g r o u n d f i s h

t r a w l i n g  f i s h e r i e s . "

SE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE S T A T E  O F  A L A SK A :

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 16.43 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

A R T I C L E  7. G R O U N D F I S H  T R A W L I N G  F I S H E R I E S .

Sec. 1 6.43.400. A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  AREAS. (a) T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a d m i n­

i s t r a t i v e  a reas are e s t a b l i s h e d  for f i s h e r i e s  s u b j e c t  to the p r o v i s i o n s  

of AS 1 6 . 4 3 . 4 0 0  - 16.43 . 5 0 0 :

(1) S o u t h e a s t e r n  Alaska;

(2) G ulf Coast;

(3) P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  Sound;

(4) Kodiak;

(5) A l a s k a  P e n i n s u l a  ( P a c i f i c  O c e a n  only);

(6) S h u m a g i n  Islands;

(7) W e s t e r n  A l e u t i a n s  ( P a c i f i c  O c e a n  only);

(8) B e r i n g  Sea.

(b) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s hall e s t a b l i s h  the s p e c i f i c  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  the 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a r e a s  d e s c r i b e d  in (a) o f  this s e c t i o n  and m a y  m o d i f y  the 

b o u n d a r i e s .

Sec. 16.43.410. V E S S E L  P ER MITS, (a) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  shall i s s u e  a 

v e s s e l  p e r m i t  to th e  o wn e r  of a v e s s e l  w h o  a p p l i e s  a n d  q u a l i f i e s  for t h e 

p e r m i t  u n d e r  AS 16.43.400 - 16.43.500.

(b) Except as provided in (c) of this section and in AS 16.43.420, 

after January 1, 1980, no vessel may be used to operate gear in an
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a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a r e a  d e s c r i b e d  i n  A S  1 6 . 4 3 . 4 0 0 ( a ) ( 1 )  - (7) f o r  th e  c o m­

m e r c i a l  t a k i n g  of g r o u n d f i s h  b y  trawl w i t h o u t  a v e s s e l  p e r m i t  i s s u e d  

u n d e r  this s e c t i o n .  T h e  v e s s e l  p e r m i t  m u s t  b e  l o c a t e d  o n  th e  v e s s e l  at 

al l  t i m e s  d u r i n g  the f i s h i n g  o p e r a t i o n s .

(c) T h e  u s e  of v e s s e l s  t h a t  are less t h a n  50 f e e t  long, o f f i c i a l  

C o a s t  G u a r d  r e g i s t e r  l e n g t h ,  a n d  less t h a n  58 feet i n  o v e r a l l  l e n g t h  is 

e x e m p t  f r o m  t h e r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t his s e c t i o n .

Sec. 1 6 . 4 3 . 4 2 0 .  A P P L I C A T I O N S .  (a) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  

o f  AS 1 6 . 4 3 . 4 1 0 ( b ) ,  a v e s s e l  m a y  b e  u s e d  o n e  tim e  t o  o p e r a t e  g e a r  f o r 

t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  t a k i n g  of g r o u n d f i s h  by t r a w l  in an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a r e a  

d e s c r i b e d  in A S  1 6 . 4 3 . 4 0 0 ( a ) ( 1 )  - (7) if

(1) w i t h i n  10 d a y s  a f t e r  u s i n g  th e  v e s s e l  as d e s c r i b e d  i n  (a) 

o f  thi s  s e c t i o n ,  the o w n e r  of t h e  ves s e l  a p p l i e s  to the c o m m i s s i o n  for a 

v e s s e l  p e r m i t  for the v e s s e l  u n d e r  AS 1 6 . 4 3 . 4 0 0  - 1 6 . 4 3 . 5 0 0 ;

(2) a p r e v i o u s  a p p l i c a t i o n  for a v e s s e l  p e r m i t  f o r  th e  v e s s e l  

u n d e r  A S  1 6 . 4 3 . 4 0 0  - 1 6 . 4 3 . 5 0 0  f o r  the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a r e a  h a s  no t  b e e n  

r e j e c t e d  b y  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n ;  a n d

(3) the c o m m i s s i o n  h a s  not yet  s t o p p e d  i s s u i n g  v e s s e l  p e r m i t s  

f o r  the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a r e a  u n d e r  AS 1 6 . 4 3 . 4 4 0 ( b ) .

(b) U n l e s s  the c o m m i s s i o n  h a s  s t o p p e d  i s s u i n g  v e s s e l  p e r m i t s  for 

th e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a r e a  u n d e r  A S  1 6 . 4 3 . 4 4 0 ( b ) ,  the c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  

i s s u e  a v e s s e l  p e r m i t  to t h e  o w n e r  of a v e s s e l  w h o  v e r i f i e s  to the 

c o m m i s s i o n  t h a t  h e  has  m a d e  at l e a s t  one l a n d i n g  of g r o u n d f i s h  w i t h  t h e  

v e s s e l  f r o m  th e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a r e a  for w h i c h  th e  a p p l i c a t i o n  is s u b­

m i t t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  10 d a y s  b e f o r e  th e  s u b m i s s i o n  of the  a p p l i c a t i o n .

S ec. 1 6 . 4 3 . 4 3 0 .  T O N N A G E .  (a) A v e s s e l  p e r m i t  i s s u e d  u n d e r  

A S  1 6 . 4 3 . 4 0 0  - 1 6 . 4 3 . 5 0 0  s h a l l  s p e c i f y  the m a x i m u m  a l l o w a b l e  t o n n a g e  o f  

t h e  v e s s e l  f o r  w h i c h  th e  p e r m i t  is issued.

(b; F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  a n d  AS 1 6 . 4 3 . 4 4 0 ( a ) ,  the
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c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  d e f i n e  " t o n n a g e "  b y  r e g u l a t i o n .  T h e  r e g u l a t i o n  

d e f i n i n g  " t o n n a g e "  s h a l l  b e  b a s e d  u p o n  a d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of t o n n a g e  wh i c h,  

in th e  o p i n i o n  of the c o m m i s s i o n ,  best r e f l e c t s  h a r v e s t i n g  c a p a c i t y  of a 

v e s s e l  a n d  m a y  i n c l u d e  o t h e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  the c o m m i s s i o n  c o n s i d e r s  

a p p r o p r i a t e .

(c) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  may, b y  r e g u l a t i o n ,  e s t a b l i s h  an u p p e r  limit 

for v e s s e l  t o n n a g e  b e y o n d  w h i c h  no vessel m a y  be i s s u e d  a p e r m i t  u n d e r  

AS 1 6 . 4 3 . 4 0 0  - 1 6 . 4 3 . 5 0 0 .

Sec. 1 6 . 4 3 . 4 4 0 .  L I M I T A T I O N  ON I S S U A N C E  O F  V E S S E L  PERMITS. (a)

T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  d e t e r m i n e  the total m i n i m u m  t o n n a g e  of all v e s s e l s  

n e c e s s a r y  to h a r v e s t  the e x p e c t e d  l o n g - t e r m  o p t i m u m  y i e l d  of the g r o u n d­

fi s h  in e a c h  of the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  areas d e s c r i b e d  in AS 1 6 . 4 3 . 4 0 0 -

(a)(1) - (7) d u r i n g  a l l  y e a r s  in an or d e r l y ,  e f f i c i e n t  m a n n e r  c o n s i s t e n t  

w i t h  s o u n d  f i s h e r y  m a n a g e m e n t  t e c h n i q u es .  T h e  total m a x i m u m  a l l o w a b l e  

t o n n a g e  o f  all v e s s e l s  for  w h i c h  vessel p e r m i t s  m a y  be i s s u e d  u n d e r  

AS 1 6 . 4 3 . 4 0 0  - 1 6 . 4 3 . 5 0 0  in a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a r e a  is the s ame as the 

m i n i m u m  t o n n a g e  d e t e r m i n e d  u n d e r  this s u b s e c t i o n .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  ma y  

a m e n d  a d e t e r m i n a t i o n  m a d e  u n d e r  this s u b s e c t i o n  at a n y  time.

(b) W h e n  the c o m m i s s i o n  d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  the v e s s e l  p e r m i t s  i s s u e d  

for an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a r e a  p r o v i d e  for th e  m a x i m u m  a l l o w a b l e  t o n n a g e  o f  

v e s s e l s  as d e t e r m i n e d  u n d e r  (a) of this s e c t i o n ,  the c o m m i s s i o n  s hall 

i m m e d i a t e l y  stop  i s s u i n g  v e s s e l  p e r m i t s  for the c o m m e r c i a l  t a k i n g  of 

g r o u n d f i s h  b y  t r a w l  i n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  area. If th e  o u t s t a n d i n g  

v e s s e l  p e r m i t s  for t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a r e a  r e s u l t  in a n  e x c e s s  o v e r  t h e  

m a x i m u m  a l l o w a b l e  t o n n a g e  o f  v e s s e l s  d e t e r m i n e d  u n d e r  (a) of this s e c­

tion, t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  i m p l e m e n t  a b u y - b a c k  p r o g r a m  for the v e s s e l  

p e r m i t s  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of AS 1 6 . 4 3 . 3 2 0  u n t i l  the 

t o n n a g e  o f  v e s s e l s  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  the o u t s t a n d i n g  v e s s e l  p e r m i t s  e q u a l s  

o r  is l e s s  t h a n  t h e  m a x i m u m  a l l o w a b l e  t o n n a g e  of v e s s e l s  d e t e r m i n e d
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u n d e r  (a) of this section.

(c) If, a f t e r  s t o p p i n g  the i s s u a n c e  of v e s s e l  perm i t s  in an 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  are a in a c c o r d a n c e  (b) of this s e c t i o n ,  the c o m m i s s i o n  

d e t e r m i n e s  that the n u m b e r  of o u t s t a n d i n g  ve s se l  p e r m i t s  for the a d m i n­

is t r a t i v e  a r e a  p r o v i d e s  for less t h a n  the m a x i m u m  a l l o w a b l e  tonna g e  of 

v e s s e l s  d e t e r m i n e d  under (a) of this section, the c o m m i s s i o n  shall issue 

n e w  v e s s e l  p e r m i t s  b a s e d  u p o n  the h a r d s h i p  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of AS 1 6 . 4 3 . 25 0 

u n t i l  the m a x i m u m  a l l o w a b l e  tonnage of v e s s e l s  is reached.

Sec. 16.43.450. E F F E C T  OF V E S S E L  PERMIT. (a) A vessel pe r m i t 

i s s u e d  u n d e r  AS 1 6 . 4 3 . 4 0 0  - 1 6 . 4 3 . 5 0 0  a u t h o r i z e s  the taking of g r o u n d­

fis h  by trawl a b o a r d  a v e s s e l  equal to or less t h a n  the t o n na g e  a u t h o r­

ized b y  the p e r m i t  in the s p e c i f i e d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  are a  for w h i c h  the 

ve s s e l  p e r m i t  is issued. In addition, the ve ss e l  m a y  be u s e d  for the 

c o m m e r c i a l  t a k i n g  of g r o u n d f i s h  b y  trawl in the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  area 

d e s c r i b e d  in AS 1 6 . 4 3 . 4 0 0( a ) ( 8 ) ,  e x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  in AS 16.43.480.

(b) E x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  in (a) of this s e c t i o n ,  a vessel permit 

i s s u e d  u n d e r  AS 16 . 4 3 . 4 0 0  - 1 6 . 4 3 . 50 0  does not a u t h o r i z e  the use of a 

v e s s e l  in m o r e  tha n  one a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  area.

Sec. 16.43.460. R E S T R I C T I O N  ON USE O F  VESSEL. The use of a vessel 

for the c o m m e r c i a l  ta k i n g  of g r o u n d f i s h  m a y  no t  be a u t h o r i z e d  in m ore 

t h a n  on e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a r e a  d e s c r i b e d  in AS 1 6 . 4 3 . 4 0 0 ( a ) ( 1 )  - (7) at a 

t i m e .

Sec. 1 6.43.470. U SE  REQUIRED. (a) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  shall re v ok e  a

v e s s e l  p e r m i t  i s s u e d  u n d e r  AS 1 6 . 4 3 . 4 0 0  - 1 6 . 4 3 . 5 0 0  if the owner of the

v e s s e l  fo r w h i c h  the p e r m i t  is issued does not v e r i f y  to the c o m m i s s i o n

at l e a s t  on e  l a n d i n g  per s e a s o n  of g r o u n d f i s h  f r o m  the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e

a r e a  f o r  w h i c h  the vessel p e r m i t  was issued, e x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  in (b) 

of this s e c t i o n .

(b) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  m a y  not r e v o k e  a v e s s e l  p e r m i t  is s u e d u n d e r

-4- SB 238



r

f

j

i

7

3

4

r»

r.

7

8 

g

10

11

17

13

14

15

16

17

18 

19 

30 

21 

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

2L

A S  1 6 . 4 3 . 4 0 0  - 1 6 . 4 3 . 5 0 0  u n d e r  (a) of this s e c t i o n  if the o w n er  of the  

v e s s e l  f o r  w h i c h  the p e r m i t  w a s  is s u e d  c a n  e s t a b l i s h  a n y  of the h a r d s h i p  

c r i t e r i a  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  A S  1 6 . 4 3 . 1 8 0  for e m e r g e n c y  t r a n s f e r s  of e n t r y  

p e r m i t s .

Sec. 16.43.480. B E R I N G  S E A  A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  AREA. (a) W h e n  t h e 

m a x i m u m  a l l o w a b l e  t o n n a g e  for all v e s sels, as d e t e r m i n e d  u n d e r  AS 1 6 . 4 3 . - 

440(a), i n  eac h  of the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a reas d e s c r i b e d  in AS 1 6 . 4 3 . 4 0 0 -

(a)(1) - (7) has b e e n  r e a c h e d

(1) the c o m m i s s i o n  shall d e t e r m i n e  the t o n n a g e  of all v e s s e l s

a c t u a l l y  tak i n g  g r o u n d f i s h  b y  trawl o n  a c o m m e r c i a l  b a s i s  in the a d m i n­

is t r a t i v e  are a  d e s c r i b e d  i n  A S  1 6 . 4 3 . 4 0 0 ( a ) (8 ) ;

(2) the c o m m i s s i o n  shall d e t e r m i n e  the m a x i m u m  a l l o w a b l e

t o n n a g e  of all v e s s e l s  i n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  are a  d e s c r i b e d  in A S  16.4 3 . -

4 0 0 ( a ) ( 8 )  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  the p r o c e d u r e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  for the d e t e r­

m i n a t i o n  of m a x i m u m  a l l o w a b l e  t o n n ag e  u n d e r  AS 1 6 . 4 3 . 4 4 0 ( a ) ;  an d

(3) the p r o v i s i o n s  of AS 1 6 . 43 . 4 5 0 ( a )  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g ,  a 

p e r s o n  m a y  not o p e r a t e  g e a r  for the c o m m e r c i a l  t a k i n g  o f  g r o u n d f i s h  by  

t rawl in the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  area d e s c r i b e d  in AS 1 6 . 4 3 . 4 0 0 ( a ) ( 8 )  e x c e p t  

a b o a r d  a vessel for w h i c h  a vessel p e r m i t  h a s  b e e n  i s s u e d  in a c c o r d a n c e  

w i t h  (b) of this s e c t i o n  a n d  except as p r o v i d e d  in AS 1 6 . 4 3 . 4 2 0 ( a ) .

(b) If the c o m m i s s i o n  d e t e r m i n e s  u n d e r  (a)(1) a n d  (2) of t h i s  

s e c t i o n  that the t o n n a g e  of all v e s s e l s  a c t u a l l y  t a k i n g  g r o u n d f i s h  in 

the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a r e a  d e s c r i b e d  in AS 1 6 . 4 3 . 4 0 0 ( a ) ( 8 )  is e q u a l  to or 

g r e a t e r  t h a n  the m a x i m u m  a l l o w a b l e  t o n n a g e  of all v e s s e l s  i n  t h a t  area, 

t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h al l  i s s u e  vessel p e r m i t s  for the a r e a s  as p r o v i d e d  in 

AS 1 6 . 4 3 . 4 4 0 ( c ).  If t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  d e t e r m i n e s  u n d e r  (a)(1) a n d  (2) of 

t hi s  s e c t i o n  that the t o n n a g e  of al l  v e s s e l s  a c t u a l l y  t a k i n g  g r o u n d f i s h  

in the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a r e a  d e s c r i b e d  i n  AS 1 6 . 4 3 . 4 0 0 ( a ) ( 8 )  is l e s s  tha n  

t h e  m a x i m u m  a l l o w a b l e  t o n n a g e  of al l v e s s e l s  in t h e  area, t h e  c o m m i s s i o n
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s h a l l  I s s u e  v e s s e l  p e r m i t s  f o r  th e a r e a  as p r o v i d e d  in AS 1 6 . 4 3 . 4 2 0 ( b ) .

(c) A f t e r  the I n i t i a l  i s s u a n c e  o f  p e r m i t s  for  the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

a r e a  d e s c r i b e d  i n  A S  1 6 . 4 3 . 4 0 0 ( a ) ( 8 )  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  (b) o f  thi s  

s e c t i o n ,  the p e r m i t s  ar e  s u b j e c t  to th e  p r o v i s i o n s  of AS 1 6 . 4 3 . 4 0 0  - 

1 6 . 4 3 . 5 0 0  i n  t h e  sam e  m a n n e r  as p e r m i t s  i s s u e d  f o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a r e a s  

d e s c r i b e d  i n  AS 1 6 . 4 3 . 4 0 0 ( a ) ( 1 )  - (7).

S ec .  1 6 . 4 3 . 4 9 0 .  O W N E R  O F  V E S S E L .  F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  of A S  1 6 . 4 3 . -  

4 0 0  - 1 6 . 4 3 . 5 0 0 ,  the o w n e r  of a v e s s e l  m a y  i n c l u d e  a c o r p o r a t i o n ,  c o m­

pa n y ,  p a r t n e r s h i p ,  firm, a s s o c i a t i o n ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  b u s i n e s s  tr u st , 

s o c i e t y ,  or n a t u r a l  pers o n.

Sec. 1 6 . 4 3 . 5 0 0 .  O T H E R  P R O V I S I O N S  O F  C H A P T E R  A P P L I C A B L E .  E x c e p t  as 

o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  in AS 1 6 . 4 3 . 4 0 0  - 1 6 . 4 3 . 5 0 0 ,  th e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  

AS 1 6 . 4 3  a r e  a p p l i c a b l e  to v e s s e l  p e r m i t s  i s s u e d  u n d e r  AS 1 6 . 4 3 . 4 0 0  - 

1 6 . 4 3 . 5 0 0 .
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