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Introduced: 3/ 8 / 7 9
Referred: Health, E d u c a t i o n  &
Social S e r v i c e s  an d  J u d i c i a r y

BY COL L E T T A,  S T I M S O N  

' IN T H E  S E N A T E  A N D  H O H M A N

l S P O N S O R  S U B S T I T U T E  FOR S E N A T E  BILL NO. 227

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

4 E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5 A BILL

6 F o r  an Act entitled: " A n  Act r e la t i n g  to i n s u r a n c e  for a l c o h o l i s m  and d r u g  

i d e p e n de n c e ;  and p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  date."

8 BE IT E N A C T E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

9 * S e c t i o n  1. AS 21.42 is a m e n de d  by a d d i n g  a new s e c t i o n  to read:

10 Sec. 21.42.347. RE Q U I R E D  P R O V I S I O N  OF C O V E R A G E  TOR A L C O H O L I S M  A N D

n  DRUG DEPENDENCE. (a) G r o u p  hea l t h  i n s u r a n c e  p o l i c i e s  p r o v i d i n g
I

I? j c o v e r a g e  on an e x p e n s e - i n c u r r e d  basis a n d  group s e r v i c e  or in d e m n i t y

13 j typ*? c o n t r a c t s  i s s u e d  by a non p r o f i t c o r p o r a t i o n

14 (1) shall p r o v i d e  c o v erage for a l c o h o l i s m  am i  drug d e p e n d e n c e

15 to Include

Ij (A) inpatient d e t o x i f i c a t i o n  b e n e f i t s  for not less t h a n

j; 14 days cf b e n e f i t  e a c h  ca l e n d a r  year in a s t a t e - a p p r o v e d  t r e a t m e n t

ir fa c ility or l i ce n s e d  hospital; p a y m e n t  of i n s t i t ut i o n a l  and p r o f e s -

19 i sional b e n e f i t s  shall be equal to and p a y a b l e  as any other c o v e r e d

20 j co ndition;

(B) inpatient t r e a t m e n t  c o v e r a g e b e n e f i t s  for not less 

tha n 30 days of benefit each c a l e n d a r  yea r  in a s t a t e - a p p r o v e d  

t r e a t m e n t  hos p i t a l ; p a y m e n t  of i n s t i t u t i o n a l  and p r o f e s s i o n a l 

b e n e f i t s  s h a l l  he at the same level as any o t h e r  c o v er e d  c o n d i t i o n ;  

a n d

(C) o u t p a t i e n t  t r e a t m e n t  c o v e r a g e  b e n e f i t s  of not less 

t h a n  3 0  v i s i t s  each c a l e n d a r  y e a r  if t r e a t m e n t  is p r o v i d e d  b y  a 

l i c e n s e d  p h ys i c i a n ,  s t a t e - a p p r o v e d  t r e a t m e n t  p r o g r a m ,  or s t a t e -  

c e r t i f i e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s u b s t a n c e  abuse c o u n s e l o r ;  c o ve r a g e  s h a l l
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i n c l u d e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  f a m i l y  or g r o u p  therapyj b e n e f i t s  shall be p a i d  

at n o t  less t h a n  75 p e r  cent of t h e usual, c u s t o m a r y  a n d  r e a s o n a b l e  

c h a r g e  for a m e d i c a l  proce d u r e ,  t r e a t m e n t  or s e r v i c e  in the g e o ­

g r a p h i c  area;

(2) ma y  not e x c l u d e  d e p e n d e n t s  o t h e r w i s e  c o v e r e d  and m a y  not 

limit c o v e r a g e  for a l c o h o l i s m  or d r u g  d e p e n d e n c e  b e c a u s e  of age, se x or 

s t a t e  of i l l n e s s ;

(3) m a y  not a p p l y  p r e e x i s t i n g  or n a m e d  c o n d i t i o n  e x c l u s i o n s  

to d e n y  c o v e r a g e  for a l c o h o l i s m  or d r u g  d e p e n d e n c e ;  a n d

(4) m a y  r e q u i r e  a p h y s i c i a n ' s  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  n e c e s s i t y  as a 

c o n d i t i o n  of p a y m e n t  for a l c o h o l i s m  o r  dru g  d e p e n d e n c e  t r e a t m e n t .

(b) In t his section,

(1) " a l c o h o l i s m "  m e a n s  an illness or c o n d i t i o n  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  

by the h a b i t u a l  lack of s e l f  c o n t r o l in the us e  of a l c o h o l i c  b e v e r a g e s  

to the e x t e n t  that h e a l t h  is s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i m p a i r e d  or e n d a n g e r e d ,  or 

s o c i a l  o r  e c o n o m i c  f u n c t i o n  is s u b s t a n t i a l l y  d i s r u p t e d ;

(2) " d ru g  d e p e n d e n c e "  m e a n s  the c o n d i t i o n  of b e i n g  p h y s i c a l l y  

or p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  a d d i c t e d  to an o p i a t e ,  o p i a t e  d e r i v a t i v e ,  t r a n q u i l­

izer, a m p h e t a m i n e ,  b a r b i t u r a t e ,  or s i m i l a r  s u b s t a n c e ,  b u t  e x c l u d i n g  

n i c o t i n e ,  c a f f e i n e  a n d  a l c ohol;

(3) " s t a t e "  m e a n s  any s t a t e  in the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  an d  i n c l u d e s  

t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  C o l u m b i a .

* Sec. 2. A S  2 1 . 8 7 . 3 4 0  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to r e a d

* Sec. 3. The provisions of sec. 1 of this Act apply to all group poli­

cies or contracts delivered, issued for delivery, or renewed in this state 

after the effective date of this Act. A policy or contract delivered, issued 

for delivery, or renewed after the effective date of this Act shall be con­

sidered to provide the minimum coverage required by sec. 1 of this Act even
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if t h e  l a n g u a g e  of the p o l i c y  or c o n t r a c t  d o e s  not so s p e c i f i c a l l y  provi d e , 

* S e c .  4. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  N o v e m b e r  1, 1979.
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