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IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  Ac t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to t h e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of s o c i a l  w o r k ­

ers 5 a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

B E  IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A SK A :

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 08 i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  87. S O C I A L  W O R K E R S .

A R T I C L E  1. C E R T I F I C A T I O N  A N D  P R A C T I C E .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 1 0 .  C E R T I F I C A T I O N  A S  C E R T I F I E D  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S O C I A L  

W O R K E R .  A p e r s o n  is e l i g i b l e  for c e r t i f i c a t i o n  as a c e r t i f i e d  p r o­

f e s s i o n a l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  if h e

(1 ) is in g o o d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a n d i n g ;

(2 ) h o l d s  a d o c t o r a t e  or m a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e  f r o m  a s ch o o l  of 

s o c i a l  w o r k  a c c r e d i t e d  b y  t h e  C o u n c i l  o n  S o c i a l  W o r k  E d u c a t i o n ,  or a 

f o r e i g n  s c h o o l  w h o s e  p r o g r a m  m e e t s  t h e  a c c r e d i t i n g  s t a n d a r d s  of the 

C o u n c i l  o n  S o c i a l  W o r k  E d u c a t i o n ;

(3) h a s  c o m p l e t e d  two y e a r s  of s o c i a l  w o r k  p r a c t i c e  u n d e r  th e 

s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  a c e r t i f i e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  or p r o f e s s i o n a l  

s o c i a l  w o r k e r ,  a f t e r  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  g r a d u a t e  e d u c a t i o n ;

(4) p r o v i d e s  r e f e r e n c e s  a c c e p t a b l e  to the  c o m m i s s i o n e r ;  a n d

(5) p a s s e s  the n a t i o n a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  of c e r t i f i e d  s o c i a l 

w o r k e r s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S o c i a l  W o r k e r s ,  o r 

a n  e q u i v a l e n t  e x a m i n a t i o n  d e s i g n a t e d  b y  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r .

Sec . 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 2 0 .  S C O P E  O F  P R A C T I C E  O F  C E R T I F I E D  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S O C I A L  

W O R K E R .  A  p e r s o n  c e r t i f i e d  as a c e r t i f i e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  

u n d e r  thi s  c h a p t e r  m a y  p r o v i d e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  h i s
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(1) o b t a i n e d  or a t t e m p t e d  t o  o b t a i n  a c e r t i f i c a t e  u n d e r  this 

b y  f r a u d  o r  d e c e i t ;  o r

(2) w i l f u l l y  v i o l a t e d  a p r o v i s i o n  of this c h a p t e r  or a regu-
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i n d i v i d u a l  s o c i a l  w o r k  t r a i n i n g  and e x p e r i e n c e ,  and c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  s o c i a l  w o r k  c o d e  of ethics. A c e r t i f i e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

s o c i a l  w o r k e r  m a y  o f f e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  either i n d e p e n d e n t l y  or as 

an e m p l o y e e  o f  a p u b l i c  or p r i v a t e  agen c y .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 3 0 .  C E R T I F I C A T I O N  AS P R O F E S S I O N A L  S O C I A L  W O R K E R .  A 

p e r s o n  is e n t i t l e d  to be c e r t i f i e d  as a p r o f e s s i o n a l  social w o r k e r  if he

(1) is in goo d p r o f e s s i o n a l  standing;

(2) h o l d s  a m a s t e r ' s  degree i n  social w o r k  f r o m  a s c h o o l  of

s o c i a l  w o r k  a c c r e d i t e d  b y  the Council o n  Social W o r k  Educa t i o n ;  or a 

f o r e i g n  school w h o s e  p r o g r a m  m eets the a c c r e d i t i n g  st a n d a r d s  of the 

C o u n c i l  on S o c i a l  W o r k  E d uc a t i o n .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 4 0 .  S C O P E  O F  P R A C T I C E  O F  A P R O F E S S I O N A L  S O C I A L  WORKER. 

A p e r s o n  c e r t i f i e d  as a p r o f e s s i o n a l  s o c i a l  wo r ke r  u n d e r  this c h a p t e r 

m a y  p r o v i d e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s c o n s i s t e n t  with his i n d i v i d u a l  social 

w o r k  t r a i n i n g  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e ,  and c o n s i s t e n t  wit h  the p r o f e s s i o n a l  

s o c i a l  w o r k  cod e  of ethics. A p r o f e s s i o n a l  social w o r k e r  m a y  o ffer 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  as an  e m p l o y e e  of a public or p r i v a t e  a g en c y .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 5 0 .  C E R T I F I C A T I O N  BY E N D O RS E M E N T .  A  p e r s o n  w h o  is 

l i c e n s e d  as a s o c i a l  w o r k e r  by an a u t h o r i t y  other th a n  the S t a t e  of

A l a s k a  m a y  be c e r t i f i e d  as a c e r t i f i e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  social w o r k e r  or a

p r o f e s s i o n a l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  in A l a s k a  if the r e q u i r e m e n t s  for h i s  o u t - o f - 

s t a t e  l i c e n s e  or c e r t i f i c a t e  at the t i m e  he was li c e n s e d  are e s s e n t i a l l y  

a r  to the r e q u i r e m e n t s  of AS 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 1 0  or AS 08.87.030.

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 6 0 .  D E N I A L ,  S U S P E N S I O N ,  R E V O C A T I O N  O F  C E R T I F I C AT E S ; 

C E N S U R E .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  deny, s u s p e n d ,  or r e v o k e  the c e r t i f i c a t e  of
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l a t i o n  a d o p t e d  u n d e r  this chapter.

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 7 0 .  E X P I R A T I O N  A N D  R E N E W A L  O F  C E R T I F I C A T E .  C e r t i f i­

cates e x p i r e  b i e n n i a l l y  on a d a t e  set by the c o m m i s s i o n e r  and m a y  be

r e n e w e d  b y  m a k i n g  an a p p l i c a t i o n  for rene wa l  to the c o m m i s s i o n e r  a n d  by

m e e t i n g  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  in this c h a pter.

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 8 0 .  P R I V I L E G E D  C O M M U N I C A T I O N .  No c e r t i f i e d  p r o f e s­

sional social w o r k e r ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  social worker, or his e m p l o y e e ,  m a y  

d i s c l o s e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a c q u i r e d  f r o m  p e r s o n s  c o n s u l t i n g  h i m  in hi s  p r o­

fe s s i o n a l  c a p a c i t y,  e x c e p t  w i t h  the w r i t t e n  c o n s e n t  of the p e r s o n .  This 

does not a p p ly  to s u p e r v i s o r y  cas e c o n f e r e n c e s  and i n t r a - a g e n c y  c o m m u n­

ica tions.  A c l i e n t  or p a t i e n t  w a i v e s  this p r i v i l e g e  if he is the 

p l a i n t i f f  in a civil a c t i o n  b r o u g h t  a g a i n s t  a p r a c t i t i o n e r  c e r t i f i e d  

u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  if that p r a c t i t i o n e r ' s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o n d u c t  is in 

i s s u e .

A R T I C L E  2. P R O H I B I T I O N S  AN D  PENA L T IE S .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 9 0 .  V I O L A T I O N S .  (a) It is u n l a w f ul  for a p e r s o n  to

(1) f r a u d u l e n t l y  o b t a i n  or f u r n is h  a c e r t i f i c at e ,  or c e r t i­

fic a t e  rene w a l  or r e c o r d  r e q u i r e d  by this c h a pter;

(2) u s e  the title " c e r t i f i e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  social w o r k e r " ,  

" p r o f e s s i o n a l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r "  or a t itle or d e s i g n a t i o n  i n d i c a t i n g  or 

t e n d i n g  to i n d i c a t e  that he is a c e r t i f i e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  so c ia l  w o r k e r  or 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  s o c i a l  worker, u n l e s s  c e r t i f i e d  b y  this c h a p t er ;

(3) w i l f u l l y  v i o l a t e  a p r o v i s i o n  of this chapter.

(b) A  p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  this s e c t i o n  is g u i l t y  of a m i s d e m e a n o r ,  

a n d  u p o n  c o n v i c t i o n  is p u n i s h a b l e  b y  a fine of $500, or by i m p r i s o n m e n t  

f o r  on e  year, o r  b y  both.

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 1 0 0 .  E Q U I T A B L E  RELIEF. In a d d i t i o n  to o t h e r  p e n a l t i e s  

a n d  r e m e d i e s  p r o v i d e d  in this chapt e r ,  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  s e e k  e q u i t­

a b l e  r e l i e f  to e n j o i n  or r e s t r a i n  a p e r s o n  n o t  c e r t i f i e d  u n d e r  this
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c h a p t e r  o r  w h o s e  c e r t i f i c a t e  is s u s p e n d e d ,  r e v o k e d ,  or e x p i r e d ,  f r o m  

v i o l a t i n g  a n y  of the p r o v i s i o n s  of thi s  c h a p t e r .

A R T I C L E  3. G E N E R A L  P R O V I S I O N S .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 1 1 0 .  FEES. T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  r e a s o n a b l e  

f e e s  for a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  o u t - o f - s t a t e  e n d o r s e m e n t s ,  e x a m i n a t i o n s ,  a n d  

b i e n n i a l  r e n e w a l  of c e r t i f i c a t e s .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 1 2 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In this c h a p t e r ,  u n l e s s  t h e  c o n t e x t  

o t h e r w i s e  r e q u i r e s ,

(1) " c e r t i f i e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  so c ia l  w o r k e r "  m e a n s  a p e r s o n  

c e r t i f i e d  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 1 0 ;

(2) " c o m m i s s i o n e r "  m e a n s  the  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  

of  C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ;

(3) " d e p a r t m e n t "‘me a n s  the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o ­

n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ;

(4) " p r o f e s s i o n a l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r "  m e a n s  a p e r s o n  c e r t i f i e d  

u n d e r  s ec. 3 0  of this c h a p t e r ;

(5) " s o c i a l  w o r k "  m e a n s  a s e r v i c e  or a c t i v i t y  w h i c h  a s s i s t s  

i n d i v i d u a l s  or g r o u p s  to e f f e c t  c h a n g e s  in b e h a v i o r ,  e m o t i o n a l  r e s p o n­

ses, or s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s ;  a n d  i n c l u d e s

(A) e x p l a i n i n g  and  i n t e r p r e t i n g  the s o c i a l  w o r k  a s p e c t s  

of p r o b l e m  s i t u a t i o n s  to i n d i v i d u a l s ,  f a m i l i e s ,  or g r o u p s ;

(B) th e  u s e  of p s y c h o t h e r a p y  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  f a m i l i e s

or g r o u p s ;

(C) a s s i s t i n g  in s o c i a l  w o r k  p r o b l e m  s o l v i n g  w i t h  i n d i­

v i d u a l s ,  f a m i l i e s ,  or g r o u p s .

" s u p e r v i s i o n "  m e a n s  at l east o n e  h o u r  a w e e k  o f  p e r s o n a l  

w i t h  a s u p e r v i s o r  c o n d u c t e d  as p r e s c r i b e d  b y  t h e  b o a r d  b y  

i f  g e o g r a p h i c a l  d i s t a n c e  p r e c l u d e s  p e r s o n a l  w e e k l y  c o n s u l - 

b e t w e e n  a  p e r s o n  a n d  h i s  s u p e r v i s o r ,  s u p e r v i s i o n  m a y  b e  m a i n -
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t a i n e d  t h r o u g h  w e e k l y  w r i t t e n  or t e l e p h o n e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  as p r e s c r i b e d  

b y  r e g u l a t i o n  of the b o a r d s 

* Sec. 2. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1979.


