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O f f e r e d :  5 / 1 / 7 9
R e f e r r e d :  F i n a n c e

O r i g i n a l  sp o n s o r s :  Z i e g l e r ,  B r a d l e y
M e l a n d ,  et al

B Y  T H E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E EIN  T H E  S E N A T E

H O U S E  CS F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 1 0 4

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

A B I L L

F o r  a n  Act e n t i t l e d :  " A n  Act r e l a t i n g  to cour t s ;  e s t a b l i s h i n g  the c o u r t  of

a p p e a l s ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  22 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to r e a d

C H A P T E R  07. T H E  C O U R T  O F  A P P E A L S

T h e r e  is e s t a b l i s h e d  the c o u r t  ofSec. 2 2 . 0 7 . 0 1 0 .  E S T A B L I S H M E N T

a p p e a l s ,  c o n s i s t i n g  of t h r e e  j u d g e s .  Th e  c o u r t  of a p p e a l s  is a c o u r t  of  

r e c o r d.

Sec. 2 2 . 0 7 . 0 2 0 .  J U R I S D I C T I O N .  (a) T h e  c o u r t  of a p p e a l s  h a s 

a p p e l l a t e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  in a c t i o n s  a n d  p r o c e e d i n g s  c o m m e n c e d  in th e  

s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  i n v o l v i n g :

(1) c r i m i n a l  p r o s e c u t i o n ;

(2) p o s t - c o n v i c t i o n  r e l i e f ;

(3) w a i v e r  of c h i l d r e n ' s  c o u r t  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  a m i n o r  

u n d e r  AS 47 . 1 0 ;

(4) e x t r a d i t i o n ;

(5) h a b e a s  c o r p u s;

(6) p r o b a t i o n  a n d  p a r o l e ;  an d

(7) bail.

(b) The court of appeals has appellate jurisdiction in all actions 

and proceedings commenced in the district court and may, in its discre­

tion, remand a district court matter to the superior court for a trial 

de novo in whole or in part.

(c) The court of appeals may issue injunctions, writs and all
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o t h e r  p r o c e s s  n e c e s s a r y  fo r t h e  c o m p l e t e  e x e r c i s e  o f  its j u r i s d i c t i o n .

(d) T h e  c o u r t  o f  a p p e a l s  h a s  j u r i s d i c t i o n  to h e a r  a p p e a l s  of 

s e n t e n c e s  o f  i m p r i s o n m e n t  i m p o s e d  b y  the s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  or the d i s t r i c t  

c o u r t  on  th e  g r o u n d s  t h a t  t h e  s e n t e n c e  is e x c e s s i v e  or too l e n i e n t  and, 

i n  t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  t h i s  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  m a y  m o d i f y  t h e  s e n t e n c e  as p r o­

v i d e d  b y  l a w  a n d  the  s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .

(e) A n  a p p e a l  to t h e  c o u r t  o f  a p p e a l s  is a m a t t e r  of r i g h t  in all 

a c t i o n s  a n d  p r o c e e d i n g s  w i t h i n  its j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  e x c e p t  t hat the s t a t e  

h a s  n o  r i g h t  of a p p e a l  in c r i m i n a l  c a s e s  e x c e p t  to tes t  the s u f f i c i e n c y  

o f  t h e  i n d i c t m e n t  o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  to a p p e a l  a s e n t e n c e  o n  the g r o u n d  

i t  is too l e n i e n t  u n d e r  (d) o f  this  s e ct i o n .

(f) A f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  o f  the c o u r t  of a p p e a l s  is b i n d i n g  o n  the 

s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  a n d  o n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  u n l e s s  s u p e r s e d e d  b y  a d e c i s i o n  

o f  the s u p r e m e  c o u r t .

Sec. 2 2 . 0 7 . 0 3 0 .  R E V I E W  B V  S U P R E M E  COURT. A  p a r t y  m a y  a p p l y  to the 

s u p r e m e  c o u r t  for r e v i e w  o f  a f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  of t h e  c o u r t  of a p p e a l s  in 

a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 2 2 . 0 5 . 0 1 0  a n d  r u l e s  a d o p t e d  b y  the s u p r e m e  court. 

R e v i e w  is in th e  d i s c r e t i o n  of t h e s u p r e m e  c o u r t  as set out in AS 2 2 . 0 5 . -  

0 1 0 ( c ) .  I n  t hi s  s e c t i o n ,  ’’fi n a l  d e c i s i o n "  m e a n s  a d e c i s i o n  or order, 

o t h e r  t h a n  a d i s m i s s a l  b y  c o n s e n t  o f  all p a r t i e s ,  t h a t  c l o s e s  a m a t t e r  

i n  th e  c o u r t  o f  a p p e a l s .

Sec. 2 2 . 0 7 . 0 4 0 .  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S  O F  J U D G E S .  A  J u d g e  of the c o u r t  of  

a p p e a l s  s h a l l  b e  a c i t i z e n  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  of t h e  st a t e ,  a 

r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  h i s  a p p o i n t­

m e n t ,  h a v e  b e e n  e n g a g e d  f o r  n o t  less t h a n  e i g h t  y e a r s  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e­

c e d i n g  h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t  i n  t h e  a c t i v e  p r a c t i c e  o f  law, a n d  at t h e  t im e  o f  

a p p o i n t m e n t  b e  l i c e n s e d  t o  p r a c t i c e  l a w  i n  th e s t a t e .  For p u r p o s e s  o f  

t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  t h e  a c t i v e  p r a c t i c e  o f  l a w  is the s a m e  as d e f i n e d  for the 

j u s t i c e s  o f  t h e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  i n  A S  2 2 . 0 5 . 0 7 0 .
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Sec. 2 2 . 0 7 . 05 0 .  O A T H  OF  OFFI C E .  Each j u d g e  of the court of 

ap p e a l s ,  upon e n t e r i n g  office, shall take and s u b s c r i b e  to the o a t h  or 

a f f i r m a t i o n  of o f f i c e  r e q u i r e d  of all o f f icers u n de r  the c o n s t i t u t i o n .

Sec. 2 2 . 0 7 . 0 6 0 .  A P P R O V A L  OR REJECTION. E a c h  j u d g e  of the c o u r t  of 

a p p e a l s  is s u b j e c t  to a p p r o v a l  or r e j e c t i o n  as p r o v i d e d  in the A l a s k a  

E l e c t i o n  Code (AS 15). The j u d i c i a l  council s hall cond u ct  an e v a l u a t i o n  

of e a c h  judge b e f o r e  his r e t e n t i o n  e l e c t i o n  a n d  shall prov i d e i n f o r m a­

tion to the p u b l i c  a bout the j u d g e  an d  may p r o v i d e  a r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  

r e g a r d i n g  his r e t e n t i o n  or r e j e c t i o n .  The i n f o r m a t i o n  and any r e c o m m e n­

da t i o n  shall be m a d e  pu b l i c  at least 30 days b e f o r e  the ele c t i o n.  The 

j u d i c i a l  c o u n c i l  shall also p r o v i d e  the i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  any r e c o m m e n d a­

tion to the o f f i c e  of the l i e u t e n a n t  g o v ernor in time for p u b l i c a t i o n  in 

the e l e c t i o n  p a m p h l e t  as r e q u i r e d  by AS 15.57.025. If a m a j o r i t y  of 

t hose voting o n  the q u e s t i o n  r e j e c t s  the c a n d i d a c y  of a judge, h e  m a y  

not for a p e r i o d  of four y ears th e r e a f t e r  be a p p o i n t e d  to fill a v a c a n c y 

in the supr e me  court, the c o u r t  of appeals, the su p e r i o r  court, or the 

d i s t r i c t  court of the state.

Sec. 2 2 . 0 7 . 0 7 0 .  V A C A N C I E S . (a) The g o v e r n o r  shall fill a v a c a n c y 

or a p p o i n t  a s u c c e s s o r  to fill an impe n d i n g  v a c a n c y  in the o f f i c e  of 

j u d g e  of the c o u r t  of appe a l s  w i t h i n  45 days a fter r e c e i v i n g  n o m i n a t i o n s  

f r o m  the j u d i c i a l  council, b y  a p p o i n t i n g  one of two or m o r e  p e r s o n s  

n o m i n a t e d  b y  t h e  council for e a c h  ac t ua l  or i m p e n d i n g  vacancy. A n 

a p p o i n t m e n t  to fill a n  i m p e n d i n g  v a c a n c y  b e c o m e s  e f f e c t i v e  u p o n  the 

a c t u a l  o c c u r r e n c e  of the v a c ancy.

(b) T h e  o f f i c e  of a j u d g e  of the court of a p p e a l s  b e c o m e s  va c a n t 

90 d ays after t h e  e l e c t i o n  at w h i c h  h e  is r e j e c t e d  b y  a m a j o r i t y  of 

t h o s e  v o t i n g  o n  the q u e s t i o n  or for w h i c h  h e  fails to file hi s  d e c l a r a­

ti o n  of c a n d i d a c y  to s u c c e e d  h i m s e l f .  Upon the o c c u r r e n c e  o f  (1) an 

a c t u a l  v a cancyi (2) the c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of r e j e c t i o n  f o l l o w i n g  a n  elec-
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tion; o r  (3) the f a i l u r e  of a j u d g e  to file a d e c l a r a t i o n  of c a n d i d a c y  

to s u c c e e d  h i m s e l f,  the j u d i c i a l  c o u n c i l  s h a l l  m e e t  w i t h i n  45 day s  an d 

s u b m i t  to the g o v e r n o r  th e  n a m e s  of two or m o r e  p e r s o n s  q u a l i f i e d  for 

the j u d i c i a l  offic e ;  h o w e v e r ,  the 4 5 - d a y  p e r i o d  m a y  b e  e x t e n d e d  by the 

j u d i c i a l  council w i t h  the c o n c u r r e n c e  of the s u p r e m e  court. In the 

e v e n t  o f  an i m p e n d i n g  v a c a n c y  o t h e r  t h a n  b y  r e a s o n  o f  r e j e c t i o n  or 

f a i l u r e  to file a d e c l a r a t i o n  of c a n d i d ac y ,  the j u d i c i a l  coun c il  m a y  

m e e t  at any time w i t h i n  the 9 0 - d a y  p e r i o d  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  the 

e f f e c t i v e  date of the v a c a n c y  a n d  s u b m i t  to the g o v e r n o r  the n a m e s  of 

two or m o r e  p e r s o n s  q u a l i f i e d  for the j u d i c i a l  o f f i c e .

Sec. 2 2 .07.080. R E S T R I C T I O N S .  A j u d g e  of the c o u r t  of a p p e a l s 

w h i l e  h o l d i n g  o f f i c e  m a y  n o t  p r a c t i c e  law, or e n g a g e  in the c o n d u c t  of 

a n y  o t h e r  p r o f e s s i o n ,  v o c a t i o n  or b u s i n e s s  for p r o f i t  or c o m p e n sa t i o n , 

w h i c h  c o n d uc t  w o u l d  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  h i s  p e r f o r m a n c e  of hi s  j u d i c i a l  

d u t i e s,  nor m a y  he h o l d  o f f i c e  in a p o l i t i c a l  par t y ,  or h o l d  a n y  o t h er  

o f f i c e  or p o s i t i o n  of p r o f i t  u n d e r  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s,  the s tate or its 

p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s .  A  j u d ge  o f  the c ourt of a p p e a l s  filing for 

a n o t h e r  e l e c t i v e  p u b l i c  o f f i c e  o t h e r  t h a n  d e l e g a t e  to a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  

c o n v e n t i o n  of this s t a t e  or the U n i t e d  S t at e s  f o r f e i t s  his j u d i c i a l  

p o s i t i o n .

Sec. 22.07 . 0 9 0 .  C O M P E N S A T I O N .  (a) E a c h  j u d g e  of the c o u r t  of 

a p p e a l s  is e n t i t l e d  to r e c e i v e  a n n u a l  c o m p e n s a t i o n  p r e s c r i b e d  in a c c o r­

da n c e  w i t h  AS 39.23. T h e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  of a j u d g e  m a y  not be d i m i n i s h e d  

d u r i n g  h i s  t e r m  of o f f i c e ,  u n l e s s  b y  g e n e r a l  l a w  a p p l y i n g  to all 

s a l a r i e d  o f f ic e r s  of t h e  state.

(b) A  s a l a r y  w a r r a n t  m a y  not be i s s u e d  to a j u d g e  of the c o u r t  of 

a p p e a l s  until h e  h a s  f i l e d  w i t h  the s t a t e  o f f i c e r  d e s i g n a t e d  to i s s u e  

s a l a r y  w a r r a n t s  a n  a f f i d a v i t  that  n o  m a t t e r  r e f e r r e d  to the c o u r t  for 

o p i n i o n  or d e c i s i o n  h a s  b e e n  i n c o m p l e t e d  or u n d e c i d e d  b y  the c o u r t  for a
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p e r i o d  of m o r e  t h a n  s i x  m o n t h s .

Sec. 2 2 . 0 7 . 1 0 0 .  P R O C E S S .  P r o c e s s  of the c o u r t  o f  a p p e a l s  s h a l l  be 

in the n a m e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  Alas k a ,  s i g n e d  b y  the c l e r k  of the c o u r t  or 

h i s  depu t y ,  d a t e d  w h e n  i s s u e d ,  s e a l e d  w i t h  the s e a l  of co u r t ,  a n d  m a d e  

r e t u r n a b l e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  r u l e  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  the s u p r e m e  court.

* Sec. 2. AS 2 2 . 0 5 . 0 1 0  is r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e - e n a c t e d  to read:

Sec. 2 2 . 0 5 . 0 1 0 .  J U R I S D I C T I O N .  (a) T h e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  h a s  f i n a l  

a p p e l l a t e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  i n  all a c t i o n s  a n d  p r o c e e d i n g s .  H o w e v e r ,  a  p a r t y  

has o n l y  o n e  a p p e a l  as a m a t t e r  o f  r i g h t  f r o m  an a c t i o n  or p r o c e e d i n g  

c o m m e n c e d  in e i t h e r  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  or the s u p e r i o r  court.

(b) A p p e a l  to t h e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  is a m a t t e r  of r i g h t  o n l y  i n  t h o s e  

a c t i o n s  a n d  p r o c e e d i n g s  f r o m  w h i c h  t h e r e  is no r i g h t  of a p p e a l  to t he 

c o u r t  of a p p e a l s  u n d e r  A S  2 2 . 0 7 . 0 2 0 .

(c) A d e c i s i o n  o f  the s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  o n  a n  a p p e a l  f r o m  a n  a d m i n i s ­

t r a t i v e  a g e n c y  d e c i s i o n  m a y  be a p p e a l e d  to the s u p r e m e  c o u r t  as a m a t t e r  

of right.

(d) T h e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  m a y  in its d i s c r e t i o n  r e v i e w  a f i n a l  d e c i ­

s i o n  of th e  c o u r t  of a p p e a l s  on a p p l i c a t i o n  of a p a r t y  u n d e r  A S  2 2 . 0 7 . -  

030. In thi s s e c t i o n  " f i n a l  d e c i s i o n "  m e a n s  a d e c i s i o n  or o r d e r ,  o t h e r  

t h a n  a d i s m i s s a l  b y  c o n s e n t  of al l  p a r t i e s ,  t h a t  c l o s e s  a m a t t e r  i n  the 

c o u r t  of a p p e a l s .

(e) T h e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  m a y  i s s u e  i n j u n c t i o n s ,  w r i t s  a n d  a l l  o t h e r  

p r o c e s s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e  c o m p l e t e  e x e r c i s e  o f  its j u r i s d i c t i o n .

* Sec. 3. A S  2 2 . 0 5  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 2 2 . 0 5 . 0 1 5 .  T R A N S F E R  O F  A P P E L L A T E  C A S E S .  (a) T h e  s u p r e m e  

c o u r t  m a y  t r a n s f e r  t o  t h e  c o u r t  o f  a p p e a l s  for d e c i s i o n  a c a s e  p e n d i n g  

b e f o r e  t h e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  if the c a s e  is w i t h i n  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  

c o u r t  o f  a p p e a l s .

(b) T h e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  m a y  t a k e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  a c a s e  p e n d i n g
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b e f o r e  t h e  c o u r t  o f  a p p e a l s  if the c o u r t  o f  a p p e al s  c e r t i f i e s  to the 

s u p r e m e  c o u r t  t h a t  the c a s e  i n v o l v e s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  q u e s t i o n  of l a w  u n d e r  

t h e  C o n s i t u t i o n  o f  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  or u n d e r  the c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  the 

s t a t e  o r  i n v o l v e s  a n  i s s u e  of s u b s t a n t i a l  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  that s h o u l d  b e  

d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e  s u p r e m e  court.

(c) A  c a s e  f i l e d  i n  t h e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  or in t h e  c o u r t  of a p p e a l s  

m a y  n o t  b e  d i s m i s s e d  b y  o n e  c o u r t  o n  the g r o u n d  t h a t  it is w i t h i n  the 

J u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  the o t h e r  court. T h e  c a s e  shall b e  t r a n s f e r r e d  to th e  

p r o p e r  co ur t .

* S e c .  4. A S  2 2 . 0 5 . 0 6 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 2 2 . 0 5 . 0 6 0 .  S E A L S  O F  CO U R T .  T h e  seal of t h e s u p r e m e  c o u r t  is 

a v i g n e t t e  of the o f f i c i a l  f l a g  o f  the s t a t e  w i t h  t h e w o r d s  " Seal o f  the 

S u p r e m e  C o u r t  o f  t h e S t a t e  of A l a s k a "  s u r r o u n d i n g  th e  v i g ne t t e .  T h e  

s u p r e m e  c o u r t  s h a l l  p r e s c r i b e  b y  r u l e  the seals of c o u r t  for the c o u r t  

o f  a p p e a l s  an d  for the s u p e r i o r  a n d  d i s t r i c t  cour ts .

* S e c .  5. AS 2 2 . 0 5 . 0 7 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

S ec .  2 2 . 0 5 . 0 7 0 .  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S  OF  J U S T I C E S .  A j u s t i c e  of the 

s u p r e m e  c o u r t  s h a l l  b e  a c i t i z e n  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  an d  of the s t a t e ,  

a r e s i d e n t  of t h e  s t a t e  for f i v e  [THREE] y ears i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  h i s  

a p p o i n t m e n t ,  h a v e  b e e n  e n g a g e d  fo r  n o t  less tha n  e i g h t  years i m m e d i a t e l y  

p r e c e d i n g  hi s  a p p o i n t m e n t  in the a c t i v e  p r a c t i c e  o f  law, an d  at the t i m e  

o f  a p p o i n t m e n t  b e  l i c e n s e d  to p r a c t i c e  l a w  in the state. Th e  a c t i v e  

p r a c t i c e  of l a w  i n c l u d e s

(1) s i t t i n g  as a j u d g e  in  a s t a t e  or t e r r i t o r i a l  court;

(2) b e i n g  a c t u a l l y  e n g a g e d  i n  a d v i s i n g  a n d  r e p r e s e n t i n g  

c l i e n t s  i n  m a t t e r s  o f  law;

(3) r e n d e r i n g  l e g a l  s e r v i c e s  to a n  a g e n c y ,  bran c h ,  o r  d e p a r t­

m e n t  o f  a  c i v i l  g o v e r n m e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o r  a s t a t e  or t e r r i­

t o r y  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  in a n  e l e c t i v e ,  a p p o i n t i v e  or e m p l o y e d

- 6 -  H C S S B  1 0 4



r r

capacity;

(4) s e r v i n g  as a professor, a s s o c i a t e  profes s o r ,  or a s s i s t a n t  

p r o f e s s o r  in a law sc h o o l a c c r e d i t e d  by t h e  A me r i c a n  Bar A s s o c i a t i o n .

* Sec. 6. AS 2 2 . 0 5 . 1 0 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 2 2 .05.100. A PP R O V A L  OR REJEC T I O N.  Each s u p r e m e  c o u r t  j u s t i c e  

is s u b j e c t  to a p p r o v a l  or r e j e c t i o n  as p r o v i d e d  in the A l a s k a  E l e c t i o n  

Code (AS 1 5 . 0 5  - 15.60). The j u d ic i a l  c o u n c i l  shall c o n d u ct  an e v a l u a­

tion of  e ach j u s t i c e  b e f o r e  his r e t e n t i o n  e l e c t i o n  a n d  shall p r o v i d e  to 

the p u b l i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  about that just i c e  a n d may p r o v i d e  a r e c o m m e n d a­

tion r e g a r d i n g  his r e t e n t i o n  or rejection. Such i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  any 

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  shall be made p u b l i c  at l e a s t  30 days b e f o r e  the r e t e n­

tion e l e ct i o n .  T h e  j u di c i a l  counc i l  s h al l  also p r o v i d e  s uch i n f o r m a t i o n  

and an y  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  to the of f i c e  of the lieutenant g o v e r n o r  in t i m e  

for p u b l i c a t i o n  in the e l e c t i o n  p a m phlet u n d e r  AS 1 5.57.025. If a 

m a j o r i t y  of those v o t i n g  on the qu e s t i o n  r e j e c ts  his c a n d i d a cy ,  he s h a l l  

not be a p p o i n t e d  to fill any v a c a n c y  in t h e  supreme court, c o u r t  of 

a p p e a l s , [OR] s u p e r i o r  c o u r t s , or d i st r i c t  courts of the s t a t e  for a 

p e r i o d  of four years thereafter.

* Sec. 7. AS 2 2 . 1 0 . 0 2 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to r e a d :

(a) T h e  s u p e r i o r  court is the trial court of g e n e r al  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  

w i t h  o r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  in all ciyil a n d  criminal m at t e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  

but not l i m i t e d  to p r o b a t e  an d  g u a r d i a n s h i p  of mi n o r s  and i n c o m p e t e n t s . 

The j u r i s d i c t i o n  of the s u p e r i o r  court e x t e n d s  over the w h o l e  of the 

state. T h e  s u p e r i o r  court a n d  its j u d g e s  m a y  issue i n j u n c t i o n s ,  w r i t s  

of r e v i e w , m a n d a m u s ,  pro hi b i t i o n ,  habeas corpus an d  all o t h e r  w r i t s  

n e c e s s a r y  or p r o p e r  to the c o m p l e t e  e x e r c i s e  of its j u r i s d i c t i o n .  A 

w r i t  of h a b e a s  c o r p u s  m a y  be m a d e  r e t u r n a b l e  be f or e  a n y  j u d g e  of t he  

s u p e r i o r  court. T h e  super i o r  court has j u r i s d i c t i o n  in all m a t t e r s  

a p p e a l e d  to it f r o m  a n  [A S U B O R D I N A T E  C O U R T ,  OR] a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a g e n c y
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w h e n  ap p e a l is p r o v i d e d  b y  law. A p p e a l s  are a m a t t e r  of r i g h t  [, B U T  N O 

A P P E A L  F R O M  A  S U B O R D I N A T E  C O U R T  M A Y  BE T A K E N  BY T H E  D E F E N D A N T  IN A 

C R I M I N A L  C A S E  A FT E R  A P L E A  O F  GUILTY, E X C E P T  O N  T H E  G R O U N D  T H A T  T H E  

S E N T E N C E  W A S  E X CESSIVE, A S  FURT H E R  P R O V I D E D  BY T H I S  S E CTION. NO A P P E A L  

M A Y  BE T A K E N  BY THE STATE, E X C E P T  TO T E S T  T H E  S U F F I C I E N C Y  OF A N  I N D I C T­

M E N T  O R  INF O R M A T I O N.  AN A P P E A L  TO T H E  S U P E R I O R  C O U R T  M A Y  BE T A K E N  O N  

T H E  G R O U N D  T H A T  A S E N T E N C E  O F  I M P R I S O N M E N T  O F  180 D A Y S  OR MOR E W A S  

E X C E S S I V E  A N D  T H E  S U P E R I O R  C O U R T  IN T H E  E X E R C I S E  O F  T H I S  J U R I S D I C T I O N  

H A S  T H E  P O W E R  T O  M O D I F Y  T H E  SENTE N C E A P P E A L E D  F R O M  U P W A R D  OR D O W N W A R D ] .  

The h e a r i n g s  o n  appeal f r o m  a final o r d e r  or j u d g m e n t  of an [A S U B O R­

D I N A T E  C O U R T  OR] a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a g e n c y  shall be o n  the r e c o r d  u n l e s s  the 

s u p e r i o r  court, in its d i s c r e t i o n ,  g r a n t s  a trial de novo, in w h o l e  or 

in part.

* Sec. 8. AS 2 2 .10.090 is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 22.10.090. Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S  O F  JUDGES. A j u d g e  of the s u p e r i o r  

c o u r t  s ha l l  be a c i t i z e n  o f  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  of the state, a 

r e s i d e n t  of the state for five [THREE] y ears i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  h i s  

a p p o i n t m e n t ,  h ave b e e n  e n g a g e d  for n o t  less than f ive years i m m e d i a t e l y  

p r e c e d i n g  h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t  in the a c t i v e  p r a c t i c e  of law, and  at the t i m e  

o f  a p p o i n t m e n t  be l i c e n s e d  to p r a c t i c e  law in the state. Th e  a c t i v e  

p r a c t i c e  o f  la w shall b e  as defined for ju s t i c e s  of the s u p r e m e  c o u r t  

i n  A S  2 2.05.070.

• * Sec. 9. A S  22. 1 0 . 15 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 22.10.150. A P P R O V A L  OR R E J E C T I O N .  E a c h  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u d g e  

is s u b j e c t  to approval o r  r e j e c t i o n  as p r o v i d e d  in the A l a s k a  E l e c t i o n  

C o d e  (AS 1 5 . 0 5  - 15.60). The  j u d i c i a l  c o u n c i l  s h a l l  c o n d u c t  a n  e v a l u a­

t i o n  o f  e a c h  judge b e f o r e  hi s  r e t e n t i o n  e l e c t i o n  a n d  shall p r o v i d e  to 

t h e  p u b l i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  the j u d g e  an d  m a y  p r o v i d e  a r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  

r e g a r d i n g  h i s  r e t e n t i o n  o r  r e jection. S u c h  i n f o r m a t i o n  and a n y  r e c o m -
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m e n d a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  m a d e  p u b l i c  at l e a s t  30 d a y s  b e f o r e  th e  r e t e n t i o n  

e l e c t i o n .  T h e  j u d i c i a l  c o u n c i l  s h a l l  a l s o  p r o v i d e  s u c h  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  

a n y  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  t o  the o f f i c e  of th e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  in t i m e  for 

p u b l i c a t i o n  in t h e  e l e c t i o n  p a m p l e t  u n d e r  A S  1 5 . 5 7 . 0 2 5 .  If a m a j o r i t y  

of t h o s e  v o t i n g  o n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  r e j e c t s  h i s  c a n d i d a c y ,  h e  s h a l l  n o t  for 

a p e r i o d  of f o u r  y e a r s  t h e r e a f t e r  be  a p p o i n t e d  to f i l l  a n y  v a c a n c y  i n  

the s u p r e m e  c o u r t ,  c o u r t  o f  a p p e a l s ,  [OR] s u p e r i o r  c o u r t s , or d i s t r i c t  

c o u r t s  of th e  s t a t e .

* Sec. 10. A S  2 2 . 1 5 . 1 6 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to r e a d :

(a) A d i s t r i c t  j u d g e  s h a l l  be a c i t i z e n  of t h e  U n i t e d  St a t e s  a n d  

o f  the st a t e ,  at l e a s t  21 y e a r s  of age, a r e s i d e n t  of the s t a t e  for at 

le a s t  f i v e  y e a r s  [ONE Y EA R ]  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t ,  a n d  

at t h e  tim e  of h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t  l i c e n s e d  to p r a c t i c e  law in the S t a t e  of 

A l a s k a .  T h e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  m a y  p r e s c r i b e  a d d i t i o n a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .

* Sec. 11. AS 2 2 . 1 5 . 1 9 5  is a m e n d e d  t o  read:

Sec. 2 2 . 1 5 . 1 9 5 .  A P P R O V A L  OR R E J E C T I O N .  E a c h  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  j u d g e  

is s u b j e c t  to a p p r o v a l  or r e j e c t i o n  as p r o v i d e d  in the A l a s k a  E l e c t i o n  

C o d e  (AS 1 5 . 0 5  - 15.60). T h e  j u d i c i a l  c o u n c i l  s h a l l  c o n d u c t  an e v a l u a­

t i o n  of  e a c h  j u d g e  b e f o r e  h i s  r e t e n t i o n  e l e c t i o n  a n d  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  to 

the p u b l i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  the j u d g e  a n d  m a y  p r o v i d e  a r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  

r e g a r d i n g  h i s  r e t e n t i o n  or r e j e c t i o n .  S u c h  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  the r e c o m­

m e n d a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  m a d e  p u b l i c  at l e a s t  3 0  d ays b e f o r e  th e  e l e c t i o n .

T h e  j u d i c i a l  c o u n c i l  s h a l l  a l s o  p r o v i d e  s u c h  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  a n y  r e c o m­

m e n d a t i o n  to t h e  o f f i c e  o f  th e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  in t i m e  for p u b l i c a­

t i o n  in  t h e  e l e c t i o n  p a m p l e t  u n d e r  A S  1 5 . 5 7 . 0 2 5 .  If a m a j o r i t y  o f  t h o s e  

v o t i n g  o n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  r e j e c t s  h i s  c a n d i d a c y ,  h e  s h a l l  n o t  for a p e r i o d  

o f  f o u r  y e a r s  t h e r e a f t e r  b e  a p p o i n t e d  to f i l l  a n y  v a c a n c y  in t h e  s u p r e m e  

c o u r t ,  c o u r t  o f  a p p e a l s , s u p e r i o r  c o u r t s  o r  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t s  of t h e  

st a t e .
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* Sec. 12. A S  2 2 . 1 5 . 2 4 0  Is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 2 2 . 1 5 . 2 4 0 .  A P P E A L ,  (a) E i t h e r  p a r t y  as a m a t t e r  of r i g h t  

m a y  a p p e a l  a  j u d g m e n t  o f  th e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  in a c i v i l  a c t i o n  to t h e  

c o u r t  o f  a p p e a l s  [ S U P E R I O R  C O U R T  W H E N  T H E  S U M  IN C O N T R O V E R S Y  IS N O T  L E S S

T H A N  $50, O R  F O R  T H E  R E C O V E R Y  O F  P E R S O N A L  P R O P E R T Y  O F  T H E  V A L U E  O F  N O T

L E S S  T H A N  $5 0  E X C L U S I V E  O F  C O S T S  IN E I T H E R  CASE, E X C E P T  W H E N  T H E  S U M  IS 

G I V E N  B Y  C O N F E S S I O N  O R  FO R  W A N T  O F  AN A N S W E R] .

(b) T h e  d e f e n d a n t  m a y  a p p e a l  a j u d g m e n t  of c o n v i c t i o n  g i v e n  i n  t h e  

d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  i n  a c r i m i n a l  a c t i o n  to t h e  c o u r t  o f  a p p e a l s  [ S U P E R I O R  

C O U R T ] ,  W h e n  t h e  j u d g m e n t  is g i v e n  o n  a p l e a  of g u i l t y ,  n o  app e a l m a y  

b e  t a k e n  b y  th e  d e f e n d a n t  e x c e p t  o n  the g r o u n d  t h a t  a s e n t e n c e  of i m­

p r i s o n m e n t  o f  1 8 0  d a y s  or m o r e  w a s  e x c e s s i v e  [; H O W E V E R ,  T H E  S U P R E M E  

C O U R T  B Y  R U L E  M A Y  F U R T H E R  P R O V I D E  FOR R E V I E W  O F  A  J U D G M E N T  G I V E N  O N  A  

P L E A  O F  G U I L T Y ] . T h e  s t a t e  h as  n o  r i g h t  of a p p e a l  in c r i m i n a l  a c t i o n s  

f o r  w h i c h  j u d g m e n t  is g i v e n  in th e  d i s t r i c t  cour t s,  e x c e p t  to tes t  t h e  

s u f f i c i e n c y  of t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n .

(c) A n  a p p e a l  f r o m  the d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  s h a l l  b e  t a k e n  w i t h i n  3 0  

d a y s  f r o m  the d a t e  o f  e n t r y  of t h e  j u d g m e n t .  All a p p e a l s  shall b e  o n

t h e  r e c o r d  [ U N L E S S  T H E  S U P E R I O R  COURT, I N  ITS D I S C R E T I O N ,  G R A N T S  A  T R I A L

D E  N O V O ,  IN W H O L E  O R  IN PART].

(d) T h e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  s h a l l  p r e s c r i b e  f u r t h e r  r u l e s  for the  p r o ­

c e d u r e  fo r a p p e a l s  f r o m  d i s t r i c t  cour ts .

* S ec. 13. A S  2 2 . 2 0 . 0 1 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 2 2 . 2 0 . 0 1 0 .  J U D I C I A L  O F F I C E R  D E FI N E D .  T h e  t e r m  " J u d i c i a l  

o f f i c e r "  m e a n s  a  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  j u s t i c e ,  i n c l u d i n g  th e c h i e f  j u s t i c e ,  

a  j u d g e  o f  t h e  c o u r t  o f  a p p e a l s ,  a  j u d g e  o f  the s u p e r i o r  court, a d i s­

t r i c t  j u d g e  a n d  a  m a g i s t r a t e .

*  Sec .  14. A S  2 2 . 2 0 . 1 1 0  is a m e n d e d  to r ead:

Sec. J 2 . 2 0 . 1 1 0 .  D U T Y  O F  T H E  C O M M I S S I O N E R  IN T H E  C O U R T  O F  A P P E A L S .
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T H E  S U P E R I O R  C O U R T  AN D  D I S T R I C T  COURTS. W h e n  r e q u i re d  b y  the s u p r e m e 

c ourt, the c o m m i s s i o n e r  shall serve a n d  exec ut e  all p r o c e ss  i s s u e d  b y  

the c ourt of appeals, the s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  and the district courts, a t t e n d  

to a n d  wai t  u p o n  g r an d  an d  p e t i t  juries, m a i n t a i n  order, a t t e n d  the 

s e s s i o n s  of the courts, and e x e r c i s e  the p ow e r  and p e r f o r m  the d u t i e s  

c o n c e r n i n g  all m a t t er s  w i t h i n  the j u r i s d i c t i o n  of the courts as m a y  be 

a s s i g n e d  to him. The c o m m i s s i o n e r  is the e x e cutive o f f i c e r of the court 

of a p p e a l s ,  the superior c ourt and d i s t r i c t  courts.

* Sec. 15. AS 22.25.010(g) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(g) The w o r d  " j u s t i c e "  m e a n s  a s u p r e m e  court justice, and th e  w o r d  

" j u d g e , "  u n l e s s  the cont e x t  c l e a r l y  indi c a t e s  otherwise, m e a n s  a j u d g e 

of the c o u r t of appeals, a s up erior court judge or d i s t ri c t  c o u r t  judge.

* Sec. 16. AS 22.30.080(2) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(2) "judge" m e a n s a j u s t i c e  of the supreme court, a j u d g e  of

t he c o u rt  of appeals, a j udge of the s u p e r i o r  court, or a judge of the 

d i s t r i c t  c ourt w h o  is the subj e c t  of an i n v e s t ig a t i o n  or p r o c e e d i n g  

u n d e r  sec. 10, art. IV, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the State of A l a s k a  and this 

chapter.

* Sec. 17. AS 11.56.900(2) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(2) "judicial o f f i c e r "  m e a n s  a supreme court justice, i n­

cl u d i n g  the chief justice, a j u d g e  of the court of appeals, a j u d g e  of 

the s u p e r i o r  court, a d i s t r i c t c ourt judge, or a m a gi s t r a t e ;

* Sec. 18. AS 15.15.030(10) is r e p e a l e d  and r e - e n a c t e d  to read:

(10) A  s e p a r a te  n o n p a r t i s a n  j ud i c i a l  ballot shall be d e s i g­

n a t e d  for e a c h  j u d i ci a l  d i s t r i c t  in w h i c h  a just i c e or j u d g e  is se e k i n g  

to s u c c e e d  h im self. T h e  b a l l o t  shall be d i v i d ed  into fou r p a r t s  a n d

e a c h  p a r t  shall bea r a h e a d i n g  i n d i c a t i n g  the court to w h i c h  the c a n d i­

da t e  is s e e k i n g  approval. W i t h i n  e a c h  p a r t  the q u e s t i o n  of w h e t h e r  the 

j u s t i c e  or j u d g e  shall be a p p r o v e d  or r e je c t e d  shall be set out in
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s u b s t a n t i a l l y  the f o l l o w i n g  m a n n e r :  (A) "Shall ................. b e  r e­

t a i n e d  as j u s t i c e  of the s u p r e m e  c o u r t  for 10 y e a r s? " :  (B) " S h a l l  . . . 

. . . .  b e  r e t a i n e d  as j u d g e  o f  th e  c o u r t  of a p p e a l s  for e i g h t  y e a r s ? " :

(C) " S h a l l .................. be r e t a i n e d  as j u d g e  of the s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  for

s i x  y e a r s ? " :  or (D) " S h a l l .................. be r e t a i n e d  as j u d g e  o f  the

d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  for four y e a r s ? "  P r o v i s i o n  s hall b e  m a d e  fo r  m a r k i n g  

e a c h  q u e s t i o n  " Y e s "  o r  "No".

* Sec. 19. A S  1 5 . 3 5  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

Sec. 1 5 . 3 5 . 1 4 0 .  A P P R O V A L  O R  R E J E C T I O N  O F  A  J U D G E  O F  T H E  C O U R T  O F

A P P E A L S .  E a c h  j u d g e  of the c o u r t  of a p p e a l s  is s u b j e c t  to a p p r o v a l  or

r e j e c t i o n  a t  th e  f i rs t  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  h e l d  m o r e  tha n t h r e e  y e a r s  a f t e r  

h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t .  If appr o v e d ,  h e  is t h e r e a f t e r  s u b j e c t  to a p p r o v a l  or 

r e j e c t i o n  in a like m a n n e r  e v e r y  e i g h t h  year.

Sec. 1 5 . 3 5 . 1 5 0 .  F I L I N G  D E C L A R A T I O N  BY J U D G E  O F  T H E  C O U R T  O F  

A P P E A L S .  E a c h  j u d g e  of the c o u r t  o f  a p p e a l s  s e e k i n g  to s u c c e e d  h i m s e l f

i n  o f f i c e  s h a l l  fi l e  w i t h  th e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  a d e c l a r a t i o n  of

c a n d i d a c y  n o t  less than 90 d a y s  b e f o r e  the dat e  of the g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  

a t  w h i c h  a p p r o v a l  or r e j e c t i o n  is r e q u i s i t e .

Sec. 1 5 . 3 5 . 1 6 0 .  R E Q U I R E M E N T  O F  F I L I N G  FEE FO R  C O U R T  O F  A P P E A L S .

A t  t h e tim e  the d e c l a r a t i o n  is fi l e d , e a c h  c a n d i d a t e  s h a l l  p a y  a f i l i n g  

f e e  to the l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r .  T h e  f i l i n g  fee for a c a n d i d a t e  for th e  

c o u r t  o f  a p p e a l s  is $100.

Sec. 1 5 . 3 5 . 1 7 0 .  P L A C I N G  N A M E  O F  J U D G E  O F  T H E  C O U R T  O F  A P P E A L S  O N  

T h e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  p l a c e  the n a m e  o f  a j u d g e  o f  th e 

c o u r t  o f  a p p e a l s  w h o  has p r o p e r l y  f i l e d  a d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  c a n d i d a c y  o n  

t h e  j u d i c i a l  b a l l o t  in e a c h  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  o f  th e  s t a t e  f o r  th e  

a t  w h i c h  a p p r o v a l  is sought, 

is a m e n d e d  t o  read:

I N F O R M A T I O N  A N D  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S  O N  J U D I C I A L  
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O F F I C E R S .  No  l a t e r  t h a n  6 0  d a y s  b e f o r e  the a p p l i c a b l e  s t a t e  e l e c t i o n ,  

t h e  j u d i c i a l  c o u n c i l  s h a l l  f i l e  w i t h  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  a s t a t e m e n t  

i n c l u d i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  e a c h  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  j u s t i c e ,  c o u r t  of a p p e a l s  

j u d g e , s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  jud g e ,  a n d  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  j u d g e  w h o  w i l l  be s u b­

j e c t  to a r e t e n t i o n  e l e c t i o n ,  f o l l o w i n g  the e v a l u a t i o n  o f  e a c h  s u c h  

j u s t i c e  or j u d g e  c o n d u c t e d  b y  t h e  j u d i c i a l  c o u n c i l  a c c o r d i n g  to law.

E a c h  s u c h  s t a t e m e n t  m a y  no t e x c e e d  3 0 0  wor d s .

* Sec. 21. A S  1 5 . 5 7 . 0 4 0 ( 2 )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(2) j u d i c i a l  o f f i c e r  o t h e r  t h a n  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  j u s t i c e  or 

c o u r t  of a p p e a l s  j u d g e , $5 0  e a c h .

* Sec. 22. A S  2 4 . 5 5 . 3 3 0 ( 2 )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(2) " a g e n c y "  i n c l u d e s  a d e p a r t m e n t ,  o f f i c e ,  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  

c o r p o r a t i o n ,  a u t h o r i t y ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  c o m m i s s i o n ,  c o m m i t t e e ,  c o u n c i l  or 

b o a r d  of a m u n i c i p a l i t y  or in th e e x e c u t i v e ,  l e g i s l a t i v e  or j u d i c i a l  

b r a n c h e s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  a n d  a d e p a r t m e n t ,  o f f i c e ,  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  

c o r p o r a t i o n ,  a u t h o r i t y ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  c o m m i s s i o n ,  c o m m i t t e e ,  c o u n c i l  or 

b o a r d  of a m u n i c i p a l i t y  or o f  the s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  the 

e x e c u t i v e ,  l e g i s l a t i v e  a n d  j u d i c i a l  b r a n c h e s *  it a l s o  i n c l u d e s  a n  

o f f i c e r ,  e m p l o y e e  or m e m b e r  o f  a n  " a g e n c y "  a c t i n g  or p u r p o r t i n g  to act 

in th e  e x e r c i s e  of h i s  o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s ,  b u t  d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  the g o v e r­

no r ,  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r ,  a m e m b e r  o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e ,  j u s t i c e  o f  the 

s u p r e m e  c o u r t ,  j u d g e  of the c o u r t  o f  a p p e a l s ,  a s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u d g e ,

[OR] d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  j u d g e , m a g i s t r a t e ,  m e m b e r  o f  a c i t y  c o u n c i l  or 

b o r o u g h  a s s e m b l y ,  e l e c t e d  c i t y  or b o r o u g h  m a y o r ,  or a m e m b e r  o f  a n  

e l e c t e d  s c h o o l  b o a r d *

*  S e c .  23. A S  3 9 . 2 0 . 3 1 0 ( 1 )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(1) m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  t h e  g o v e r n o r ,  th e  

l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r ,  a n d  j u s t i c e s  a n d  j u d g e s  o f  t h e  s u p r e m e  a n d  s u p e r i o r  

c o u r t s  a n d  o f  t h e  c o u r t  o f  a p p e a l s , b u t  n o t h i n g  i n  A S  3 9 . 2 0 . 2 2 0  - 3 9 . 2 0 . -
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3 3 0  m a y  b e  c o n s t r u e d  t o  d i m i n i s h  the s a l a r i e s  f i x e d  b y  l a w  for these 

o f f i c e r s  b y  r e a s o n  o f  a b s e n c e  f r o m  d u t y  o n  a c c o u n t  of i l l n e s s  or o t h e r­

wi s e }

* Sec. 24. A S  3 9 . 2 3 . 1 3 0 ( 2 )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(2) " J u d i c i a r y "  m e a n s  j u s t i c e s  of the s u p r e m e  c o u r t  and 

j u d g e 8 o f  t h e  c o u r t  of a p p e a l s ,  the s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  and t h e  d i s t r i c t  

c o u r t  [ T H E  S U P E R I O R  A N D  D I S T R I C T  C O URTS].

* Sec. 25. A S  3 9 . 3 5 . 6 8 0 ( 2 1 ) (C)( v i )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(vi) j u s t i c e s  of the s u p r e m e  c ourt or j u d g e s  of the 

c o u r t  of a p p e a l s  or  o f  the s u p e r i o r  o r  d i s t r i c t  co u rt s  of

A l a s k a ;

* Sec. 26. A S  3 9 . 5 0 . 2 0 0 ( 2 )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(2) " j u d i c i a l  o f f i c e r "  m e a n s  a p e r s o n  a p p o i n t e d  as a j u s t i c e  

t o  the s u p r e m e  c o u r t  or as a j u d g e  to th e  c o u r t  of a p p e a l s ,  s u p e r i o r  

c o u r t ,  d i s t r i c t  co ur t ,  or m a g i s t r a t e  court.

* Sec. 27. A S  1 2 . 5 5 . 1 2 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) A  s e n t e n c e  of i m p r i s o n m e n t  l a w f u l l y  i m p o s e d  b y  th e s u p e r i o r  

c o u r t  f o r  a  t e r m  o r  for a g g r e g a t e  t erms of [EXCEEDING] o n e  y e a r  or m o r e  

m a y  b e  a p p e a l e d  to the c o u r t  o f  a p p e a l s  [ S U P R E M E  COURT] b y  the d e f e n d a n t  

o n  t h e  g r o u n d  t h a t  t h e  s e n t e n c e  is e x c e s s i v e .  By a p p e a l i n g  a s e n t e n c e  

u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  th e d e f e n d a n t  w a i v e s  the r i g h t  to p l e a d  that b y  a 

r e v i s i o n  o f  th e  s e n t e n c e  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  the a p p e a l  h e  h a s  b e e n  twice 

p l a c e d  i n  j e o p a r d y  for t h e  s a m e  o f f ense.

* Sec. 28. A S  1 2 . 5 5 . 1 2 0 ( b )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(b) A  s e n t e n c e  of i m p r i s o n m e n t  l a w f u l l y  i m p o s e d  b y  t h e  s u p e r i o r  

c o u r t  m a y  b e  a p p e a l e d  to t h e  c o u r t  of a p p e a l s  [ S U P R EM E  C O U R T ]  b y  the

s t a t e  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  t h a t  t h e  s e n t e n c e  is too  l e n ient; h o w e v e r ,  w h e n  a  

s e n t e n c e  is a p p e a l e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e  an d  th e  d e f e n d a n t  h a s  n o t  a p p e a l e d  the 

s e n t e n c e ,  t h e  c o u r t  is n o t  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  I n c r e a s e  the s e n t e n c e  b u t  m a y
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express its a p p r o v a l  or d i s a p p r o v a l  of the s e n t e n c e  and its reas o n s  in a 

w r i t t e n  o p i n i o n .

* Sec. 29. A j udge of the c o u r t  of a p p e al s  is e n t i t l e d  to r e c e i v e  annual  

c o m p e n s a t i o n  e q u a l  to 95 per cent  of the a nn u a l  c o m p e n s a t i o n  of a supr e m e  

c o u r t  justice, p a y a b l e  in e q u a l  m o n t h l y  i n s t a l l m e n t s ,  from the date up o n  

w h i c h  he takes o f f i c e  u n t i l  s u p e r s e d e d  by p a y m e n t  of c o m p e n s a t i o n  r e s u l t i n g  

f r o m  the first s a l a r y  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  made u n d e r  AS 39.23 for j u d g e s  of the 

c o u r t  of a p p e al s .

* Sec. 30. A j udge of the c o u r t  of a p p e a l s  is not r e q u i r e d  to co n t r i b u t e  

to the r e t i r e m e n t  s y s t e m  u n d e r  AS 22.25.011 if, at the time of h i s  a p p o i n t­

m e n t  to the c o u r t  of a p p e a l s , h e  holds a j u d i c i a l  o f f i c e  to w h i c h  the r e t i r e­

m e n t  benefits of AS 2 2 . 2 5  a p p l y  and to w h i c h  h e  was a p p o i n t e d  b e f o r e  J u l y  1, 

1978.

* Sec. 31. N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  the effe c t i v e  date of this Act, o p e r a t i o n s  of 

t h e  court of a p p e a l s  shall c o m m e n c e  on a d ate d e t e r m i n e d  by the s u p re m e  c ourt 

a f t e r  all j u d g e s  of the co u r t  o f  appeals h a v e  t aken office.

* Sec. 32. The s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  and the c o u r t  of a p p e a l s  h a v e  c o n c u r r e n t  

j u r i s d i c t i o n  of those p e n d i n g  d i s t r i c t  court a p p e l l a t e  m a t t e r s  set out in

A S  2 2 . 0 7 . 0 2 0 ( b)  that ar e  f i l e d  in the s u p e r i o r  c ourt b e f o r e  the date on w h i c h  

t h e  o p e r a t i on s  of the c ou r t  of appeals commence. Th e  supreme c ourt m a y  

tr a n s f e r  a m a t t e r  w i t h i n  the j u r i s d i c t i o n  of the c o u r t  of a p p e a l s  f r o m  the 

s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  to the c o u r t  of appeals, i n c l u d i n g  an a p p e l l a t e  m a t t e r  filed 

b e f o r e  the e f f e c t i v e  d ate of t his Act. An a p p e l l a t e  m a t t e r  not t r a n s f e r r e d  

s h a l l  be d e c i d e d  b y  the s u p e r i o r  court. B e f o r e  o p e r a t i o n s  of the c ourt of 

ap p e a l s  c o m m e n c e,  a d e c i s i o n  o f  the s u p e r i o r  c ourt on an a p p e l l a t e  m a t t e r  

w i t h i n  the j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  the court of a p p e a l s  u n d e r  AS 2 2 . 0 7 . 0 2 0  m a y  be 

to the s u p r e m e  c o u r t  a n d  t h e r e a f t e r  to the c ourt of a pp eals.

. 33. C ases p e n d i n g  i n  the s u p re m e  c ourt o n  the date o n  w h i c h  the 

of  the c o u r t  of a p p e a l s  b e g i n  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  h e a r d  by or sub-
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n i t t e d  to the s u p r e m e  c ourt o n  the b r i e f s  on or b e f o r e  t h a t  dat e  s h a l l  be 

r e t a i n e d  by the s u p r e m e  c o u r t  for d e c i s i o n . T h e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  m a y  t r a n s f e r  

to the c ourt of a p p e a l s  all o t h e r  p e n d i n g  c ases w i t h i n  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of 

the c o u r t  of a p p e a l s .

* Sec. 34. It is the i n t e n t  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  tha t  the c ourt of a p p e a l s  

c o m m e n c e  o p e r a t i o n s  as s o o n  as p o s s i b l e  a f t e r  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  date of t his Act. 

T h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  di r e c t o r  o f  c o u r t s  s h a l l  i m m e d i a t e l y  t a k e  n e c e s s a r y  a c t i o n  

to p r o v i d e  s u i t a b l e  f a c i l i t i e s  for the c o u rt  of a pp e a l s .  W h e n  a d v i s e d  b y  t h e 

s u p r e m e  court, the j u d i c i a l  c o u n c i l  s hall m e e t  a n d  s u b m i t  n o m i n a t i o n s  to the 

g o v e r n o r  for all initial v a c a n c i e s  for j u d g e  of the c o u r t  of a p p ea l s .

* Sec. 35. T h e  a m e n d m e n t s  e n a c t e d  in secs. 5, 8 a n d  10 of this Act a p p l y  

o n l y  to j u s t i c e s  a n d  ju d g e s  a p p o i n t e d  on or a f t e r  the e f f e c t i v e  da t e  of t h i s  

A c t .

* Sec. 36. T h i s  Act t e r m i n a t e s  J u l y  1, 1981.

* Sec. 37. S e c t i o n  17 of this Act takes e f f e c t  J a n u a r y  1, 1980. The 

r e m a i n d e r  of thi s  Act t akes e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1979.
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