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I n t r o d u c e d ;  2 / 2 / 7 9  
R e f e r r e d : J u d i c i a r y  a n d

F i n a n c e

i B Y  Z I E G L E R ,  BRADLEY, M E L A N D ,  RODEY,
txt S T I M S O N  A N D  S T U R G U L E W S K I
I N  T H E  S E N A T E

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 104
,i

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

For a n  Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Ac t e s t a b l i s h i n g  the c o u rt  of a pp e a l s ;  a n d  p r o­

vi d i n g  for a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  22 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  07. T H E  C O U R T  O F  A P P E A LS .

Sec. 2 2 . 0 7 . 0 1 0 .  E S T A B L I S H M E N T .  T h e r e  is e s t a b l i s h e d  the c o u r t  of 

a p p e a l s ,  c o n s i s t i n g  of t h r ee  j u d g e s .

Sec. 2 2 . 0 7 . 0 2 0 .  J U R I S D I C T I O N .  (a) T h e  c ourt of a p p e a l s  h a s  

a p p e l l a t e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  in a c t i o n s  a n d  p r o c e e d i n g s  c o m m e n c e d  in t h e  

s u p e r i o r  c ou r t  invo l v i ng :

(1) c r i m i n a l  p r o s e c u t i o n ;

(2) p o s t - c o n v i c t i o n  r e l i e f ;

(3) w a i v e r  of c h i l d r e n ' s  c o u r t  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o ver a m i n o r  

u n d e r  AS 47.10;

(4) e x t r a d i t i o n ;

(5) h a b e a s  corpus;

(6) r e v o c a t i o n  of p r o b a t i o n  or parole;

(7) bail; a n d

(8) a p p e a l  to the s u p e r i o r  c ourt f r o m  a d e c i s i o n  o f  a n  

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency.

(b) T h e  c o u r t  of a p p e a l s  h a s  a p p e l l a t e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  in a l l  a c t i o n s  

a n d  p r o c e e d i n g s  c o m m e n c e d  in t h e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  a n d  may, i n  its d i s c r e­

tion, i e m a n d  a  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  m a t t e r  to the s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  fo r  a  t r i a l 

n o v o  in w h o l e  or i n  part.
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(c) T h e  c o u r t  o f  a p p e a l s  m a y  i s s u e  i n j u n c t i o n s ,  w r i t s  a n d  all 

o t h e r  p r o c e s s  n e c e s s a r y  fo r  the c o m p l e t e  e x e r c i s e  o f  its j u r i s d i c t i o n .

(d) T h e  c o u r t  o f  a p p e a l s  h a s  j u r i s d i c t i o n  to h e a r  a p p e a l s  of 

s e n t e n c e s  of  i m p r i s o n m e n t  i m p o s e d  b y  t he  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  or the d i s t r i c t  

c o u r t  o n  the g r o u n d s  t h a t  the s e n t e n c e  is e x c e s s i v e  or to o  l e n i e n t  and, 

i n  the e x e r c i s e  of t h i s  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  m a y  m o d i f y  the s e n t e n c e  as p r o­

v i d e d  b y  l a w  a n d  t h e  s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .

(e) A n  a p p e a l  t o  t h e c o u r t  of a p p e a l s  is a m a t t e r  of r i g h t  i n  a l l 

a c t i o n s  a n d  p r o c e e d i n g s  w i t h i n  its j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  e x c e p t  that

(1) t h e r e  is n o  r i g h t  of a p p e a l  to the c o u r t  of a p p e a l s  i n  a 

c a s e  fo r  w h i c h  d i r e c t  r e v i e w  b y  th e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  h a s  b e e n  p r o v i d e d  b y  

r u l e i  a n d

(2) t h e  s t a t e  h a s  no r i g h t  of a p p e a l  in c r i m i n a l  c a s e s  e x c e p t  

to t e s t  t h e  s u f f i c i e n c y  of the i n d i c t m e n t  or i n f o r m a t i o n  or to a p p e a l  a 

s e n t e n c e  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  it is too l e n i e n t  u n d e r  (d) o f  this s e c t i o n .

S ec. 2 2 . 0 7 . 0 3 0 .  R E V I E W  BY S U P R E M E  C O U R T .  A p a r t y  m a y  a p p l y  to t h e  

s u p r e m e  c o u r t  fo r  r e v i e w  of a f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  o f  th e c o u r t  of a p p e a l s  in 

a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 2 2 . 0 5 . 0 1 0  a n d  r u l e s  a d o p t e d  b y  t he  s u p r e m e  co u r t .  I n  

t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  " f i n a l  d e c i s i o n "  m e a n s  a d e c i s i o n  or o r d e r  o t h e r  t h a n  a

d i s m i s s a l  b y  c o n s e n t  o f  all p a r t i e s  t h a t  c l o s e s  a m a t t e r  in the c o u r t  o f

a p p e a l s .

S e c .  2 2 . 0 7 . 0 4 0 .  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S  O F  J U D G E S .  A j u d g e  of t h e  c o u r t  of

a p p e a l s  s h a l l  b e  a c i t i z e n  of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  o f  the st a t e ,  a

r e s i d e n t  of t h e  s t a t e  f o r  t hr e e  y e a r s  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  h i s  a p p o i n t­

me n t ,  h a v e  b e e n  e n g a g e d  for n o t  les s  t h a n  e i g h t  y e a r s  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e ­

c e d i n g  h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t  i n  the a c t i v e  p r a c t i c e  o f  law, a n d  at t h e  t i m e  o f  

a p p o i n t m e n t  b e  l i c e n s e d  to p r a c t i c e  l a w  in t h e  s t a t e .  For p u r p o s e s  o f  

s e c t i o n ,  t h e  a c t i v e  p r a c t i c e  o f  l a w  s h a l l  b e  t h e  s a m e  as d e f i n e d  

j u s t i c e s  o f  t h e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  i n  A S  2 2 . 0 5 . 0 7 0 .
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Sec. 2 2 . 0 7 . 0 5 0 .  O A T H  OF O F F I C E .  E ach j u d g e  of the c o u r t of 

a p p e a l s ,  u p o n  e n t e r i n g  office, s h al l  tak e  a n d  s u b s c r i b e  to an o a t h  of 

o f f i c e  r e q u i r e d  o f  all o f f i c e r s  u n d e r  the c o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  such f u r t h e r  

o a t h  or a f f i r m a t i o n  as m a y  be p r e s c r i b e d  b y  law.

Sec. 2 2 . 0 7 . 0 6 0 .  A P P R O V A L  OR R E J E C T I O N .  E a c h  j u dg e  of the c o u r t  of 

a p p e a l s  is s u b j e c t  to a p p r o v a l  or r e j e c t i o n  as p r o v i d e d  in the A l a s k a  

E l e c t i o n  C o d e  (AS 15). T h e  j u d i c i a l  c o u n c i l  s h a l l  c o n d u c t  an e v a l u a t i o n  

of e a c h  j u d g e  b e f o r e  h i s  r e t e n t i o n  e l e c t i o n  and s ha l l  p r o v i d e  to the 

p u b l i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  the j u d g e  a n d  m a y  p r o v i d e  a r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  

r e g a r d i n g  h i s  r e t e n t i o n  or r e j e c t i o n .  Th e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  any r e c o m m e n­

d a t i o n  s h a l l  be m a d e  p u b l i c  at l e as t  30 day s  b e f o r e  the e l e c t i o n .  The 

j u d i c i a l  c o u n c i l  s h a l l  a l s o  p r o v i d e  the i n f o r m a t i o n  an d  a n y  r e c o m m e n d a­

ti o n  to t h e  o f f i c e  of the l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  in time for p u b l i c a t i o n  in 

the e l e c t i o n  p a m p h l e t  u n d e r  AS 1 5 . 5 7 . 0 2 5 .  If a m a j o r i t y  of those v o t i n g  

o n  the q u e s t i o n  r e j e c t s  the c a n d i d a c y  of a judge, he m a y  not for a 

p e r i o d  of f o u r  y e a r s  t h e r e a f t e r  be a p p o i n t e d  to fill a v a c a n c y  i n  the 

s u p r e m e  c o u r t ,  the c o u r t  of a p p e al s ,  or the s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  of the state.

Sec. 2 2 . 0 7 . 0 7 0 .  VACAN C I E S .  (a) The g o v e r n o r  s hall fill a v a c a n c y  

o r  a p p o i n t  a s u c c e s s o r  to fill an i m p e n d i n g  v a c a n c y  in t h e  o f f i c e  of 

j u d g e  of t h e  c o u r t  of a p p e a l s  w i t h i n  45 days a f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  n o m i n a t i o n s  

f r o m  the j u d i c i a l  c o u n c i l ,  by a p p o i n t i n g  one of two or m o r e  p e r s o n s  

n o m i n a t e d  b y  the c o u n c i l  for each a c t u a l  or i m p e n d i n g  v ac a n c y .  A n  

a p p o i n t m e n t  to fil l  an  i m p e n d i n g  v a c a n c y  b e c o m e s  e f f e c t i v e  u p o n  t h e  

a c t u a l  o c c u r r e n c e  of the vacancy.

(b) The office of a judge of the court of appeals becomes vacant 

90 days after the election at which he is rejected by a majority of 

those voting on the question or for which he fails to file his declara­

tion of candidacy to succeed himself. Upon the occurrence of (1) an 

actual vacancyj (2) the certification of rejection following an elec-
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tion; or (3) t h e  f a i l u r e  of a judge to file a d e c l a r a t i o n  of c a n d i d a c y  

to s u c c e e d  h i m s e l f ,  the j u d i c i a l  c o u n c i l  shall meet w i t h i n  45 days and 

s u b m i t  to th e  g o v e r n o r  the n a m e s  of two or m o r e  pers o n s  q u a l i f i e d  for 

the j u d i c i a l  office; h o w e v e r ,  the 4 5 - d a y  p e r i o d  ma y  be e x t e n d e d  by  the 

j u d i c i a l  c o u n c i l  w i t h  the c o n c u r r e n c e  of the supr e m e  court. In the 

e v e n t  of a n  i m p e n d i n g  v a c a n c y  other t h a n  b y  r e a s o n  of r e j e c t i o n  or 

f a i l u r e  to fil e  a d e c l a r a t i o n  of c an d i d a c y ,  the j u di c i a l  c o u n c i l  ma y  

m e e t  at a n y  t ime w i t h i n  the 90-day p e r i o d  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  the 

e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of the v a c a n c y  and s u b m i t  to the g o v e r n o r  the n am e s  of 

two or m o r e  p e r s o n s  q u a l i f i e d  for the j u d i c i a l  office.

Sec. 2 2 . 07 . 0 8 0 .  R E S T R I C TI O N S .  A j u d g e  of the c ourt of appea l s  

w h i l e  h o l d i n g  o f f i c e  m a y  not p r a c ti c e  law, or engage in the c o n d u c t  of 

a n y  o t h e r  p r o f e s s i o n ,  v o c a t i o n  or b u s i n e s s  for profit or c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  

w h i c h  c o n d u c t  w o u l d  i n t e r f e r e  with hi s  p e r f o r m a n c e  of his j u d i c i a l 

d u t i e s,  no r  m a y  he h o l d  o f f i c e  in a p o l i t i c a l  party, or h o l d  an y  o ther 

o f f i c e  or p o s i t i o n  of p r o f i t  under the U n i t e d  States, the s t a t e  or its 

p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s .  A j u d g e of the c o u r t  of a p p e a l s f i l i n g  for 

a n o t h e r  e l e c t i v e  p u b l i c  o f f i c e  forfeits his j ud icial p o sition.

Sec. 2 2 . 0 7 . 0 9 0 .  C O MP E N S A T I O N.  (a) Each judge of the court of 

a p p e a l s  is e n t i t l e d  to r e c e i v e  annual c o m p e n s a t i o n  p r e s c r i b e d  in a c c o r­

d a n c e  w i t h  AS 39.23. T h e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  of a judge m a y  not be d i m i n i s h e d 

d u r i n g  his  t e r m  of office, unless by g e n e r a l  law a p p l y i n g  to all 

s a l a r i e d  o f f i c e r s  of the state.

(b) A  s a l a r y  w a r r a n t  m a y  not be i s s u e d  to a j u d g e of the court of 

a p p e a l s  u n t i l  h e  has f i l e d  w i t h  the s t a t e  o f f i c e r  d e s i g n a t e d  to issue 

s a l a r y  w a r r a n t s  an a f f i d a v i t  that no m a t t e r  r e f e r r e d  to the j u d g e  for 

o p i n i o n  or d e c i s i o n  ha s  b e e n  i n c o m p l e t e d  or u n d e c i d e d  b y  h i m  for a 

p e r i o d  of m o r e  t h a n  s i x  m o n t h s .

Sec, 22.07.100. PROCESS. P r o c e s s  of the court of a p p e a l s  s hall be
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i n  the n a m e  of t h e  S t a t e  of Alaska, s i g n e d  b y  the c l e r k  o f  the c o u r t  or 

h i s  d e p u t y ,  d a t e d  w h e n  issued, s e a l e d  w i t h  the seal of court, a n d  m a d e  

r e t u r n a b l e  a c c o r d i n g  to rul e  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  the s u p r e m e  court.

* Sec. 2. AS 2 2 . 0 5 . 0 1 0  is r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e - e n a c t e d  to read:

Sec. 2 2 . 0 5 . 0 1 0 .  J U R I S D I C T I O N .  (a) T h e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  ha s  f i n a l 

a p p e l l a t e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  in all a c t i o n s  a n d  p r o c e e d i n g s .

(b) A p p e a l  t o  the s u p r e m e  c o u r t  is a m a t t e r  of r i g h t  o n l y  in t h o s e  

a c t i o n s  an d  p r o c e e d i n g s  f r o m  w h i c h  t h e r e  is no r i g ht  of a p p e a l  to the 

c o u r t  of a p p e a l s  u n d e r  AS 22.07. 0 2 0 .

(c) The s u p r e m e  court m a y  in its d i s c r e t i o n  r e v i e w  a final d e c i­

sion of the c o u r t  of a p p e a l s  o n  its own m o t i o n  or on a p p l i c a t i o n  of a 

p a r t y  u n d e r  AS 2 2 . 0 7 .0 3 0 .

(d) Th e s u p r e m e  c ourt m a y  issue i n j u n c t i o n s ,  writs a n d  all o t h e r  

p r o c e s s  n e c e s s a r y  to the c o m p l e t e  e x e r c i s e  of its j u r i s d i c t i o n .

* Sec. 3. AS 2 2 . 0 5  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 2 2 . 0 5 . 0 1 5 .  T R A N S F E R  O F  A P P E L L A T E  CASES. (a) T h e  s u p r e m e  

c o u r t  m a y  t r a n s f e r  to the c o ur t  of a p p e a l s  for d e c i s i o n  a c a s e  p e n d i n g  

b e f o r e  the s u p r e m e  c ourt if the cas e  is w i t h i n  the j u r i s d i c t i o n  of the 

c o u r t  of appeals.

(b) The s u p r e m e  court m a y  take j u r i s d i c t i o n  of a c a s e  p e n d i n g  

b e f o r e  the court o f  a p p e a l s if the s u p r e m e  c o u rt  d e t e r m i n e s  that

(1) t h e  case i n v o l v e s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  q u e s t i o n  o f  la w  u n d e r  the 

C o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  U n i t e d  St a t e s  or of th e  s t a t e  or an i s s u e  of s u b­

st a n t i a l  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  tha t  s h o u l d  be d e t e r m i n e d  b y  the s u p r e m e  court:

or

(2) t h e  t r a n s f e r  w i l l  f u r t h e r  th e  e f f i c i e n t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of

j u s t i c e .

(c) T h e  s u p r e m e  c ou r t  m a y  p r o v i d e  b y  r ule tha t  r e v i e w  of an  ap p e a l  

to the  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  f r o m  a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a g e n c y  b e  b y  t he  s u p r e m e
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c o u r t  r a t h e r  t h a n  b y  t h e  c o u r t  of a p p e a l s  u n d e r  AS 2 2 . 0 7 . 0 2 0 ( 8 ) .

(d) A  c a s e  f i l e d  i n  t h e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  or in t h e c o u r t  of a p p e a l s  

m a y  n o t  b e  d i s m i s s e d  b y  o n e  c o u r t  o n  t h e  s o l e  g r o u n d  t h a t  it is w i t h i n  

the j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  o t h e r  court. T h e  c a s e  s h a l l  b e  t r a n s f e r r e d  to  

th e  p r o p e r  court.

Sec. 4. A S  2 2 . 0 5 . 0 6 0  is a m e n d e d  to r ead:

Sec. 2 2 . 0 5 . 0 6 0 .  S E A L S  O F  COURT. T h e  s e a l  of th e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  is 

a v i g n e t t e  o f  th e  o f f i c i a l  f l a g  of t h e  s t a t e  w i t h  th e  w o r d s  " S e al  o f  th e 

S u p r e m e  C o u r t  of t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a "  s u r r o u n d i n g  the v i g n e t t e .  T h e  

s u p r e m e  c o u r t  s h a l l  p r e s c r i b e  by r u l e  t h e  s e a l s  o f  c o u r t  for the c o u r t  

o f  a p p e a l s  a n d  f o r  t h e  s u p e r i o r  and d i s t r i c t  c o u r t s .

Sec. 5. AS 2 2 . 0 5 . 1 0 0  is a m e n d e d  to r e a d :

Sec. 2 2 . 0 5 . 1 0 0 .  A P P R O V A L  OR R E J E C T I O N .  E a c h  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  j u s t i c e  

is s u b j e c t  t o  a p p r o v a l  or r e j e c t i o n  as p r o v i d e d  in t h e  A l a s k a  E l e c t i o n  

C o d e  (AS 1 5 . 0 5  - 1 5 . 6 0 ) .  T h e  j u d i c i a l  c o u n c i l  s h a l l  c o n d u c t  an e v a l u a­

t i o n  of  e a c h  j u s t i c e  b e f o r e  h i s  r e t e n t i o n  e l e c t i o n  a n d  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  to 

the p u b l i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  that j u s t i c e  a n d  m a y  p r o v i d e  a r e c o m m e n d a­

t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  h i s  r e t e n t i o n  or r e j e c t i o n .  S u c h  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  a n y  

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  m a d e  p u b l i c  at  l e a s t  30 d a y s  b e f o r e  the r e t e n­

t i o n  e l e c t i o n .  T h e  j u d i c i a l  c o u n c i l  s h a l l  a l s o  p r o v i d e  s u c h  i n f o r m a t i o n  

a n d  a n y  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  to t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  in t i m e  

f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  p a m p h l e t  u n d e r  A S  1 5 . 5 7 . 0 2 5 .  If a 

m a j o r i t y  o f  t h o s e  v o t i n g  o n  the q u e s t i o n  r e j e c t s  h i s  c a n d i d a c y ,  h e  s h a l l  

n o t  b e  a p p o i n t e d  t o  f i l l  a n y  v a c a n c y  i n  t h e  s u p r e m e  court, c o u r t  of 

a p p e a l s  o r  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t s  o f  the s t a t e  f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  f o u r  y e a r s  

t h e r e a f t e r .

Sec. 6. A S  2 2 . 1 0 . 0 2 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

(a) T h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  is th e  t r i a l  c o u r t  o f  g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  

w i t h  o r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  i n  all c i v i l  a n d  c r i m i n a l  m a t t e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g
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bu t  not l i m i t e d  to p r o b a t e  a n d  g u a r d i a n s h i p  of m i n o r s  and i n c o m p e t e n t s .  

T h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  the s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  e x t e n d s  o v e r  the w h o l e  of the 

state. T h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  a n d  its j u d g e s  m a y  i s s u e  i n j u n c t i o n s ,  writs 

of r e v i e w ,  m a n d a m u s ,  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  h a b e a s  c o r p u s  a n d  all o t h e r  writs 

n e c e s s a r y  or p r o p e r  to the c o m p l e t e  e x e r c i s e  of its j u r i s d i c t i o n .  A 

wr i t  of h a b e a s  c o r p u s  m a y  be m a d e  r e t u r n a b l e  b e f o r e  any j u d g e  of the 

s u p e r i o r  court. T h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  h a s  j u r i s d i c t i o n  in all m a t t e r s  

a p p e a l e d  to it f r o m  an [A S U B O R D I N A T E  C O U R T ,  OR] a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency 

w h e n  a p p e a l  is p r o v i d e d  b y  law. A p p e a l s  are a m a t t e r  of r i g h t  [, BUT NO 

A P P E A L  F R O M  A S U B O R D I N A T E  C O U R T  M A Y  BE T A K E N  BY T H E  D E F E N D A N T  IN A 

C R I M I N A L  C A S E  A F T E R  A P L E A  O F  GUIL T Y ,  E X C E P T  O N  T H E  G R O U N D  T H A T  THE 

S E N T E N C E  W A S  E X C E S S I V E ,  AS F U R T H E R  P R O V I D E D  BY T H I S  SECTION. NO A P P E A L  

M A Y  BE T A K E N  BY T H E  STATE, E X C E P T  T O  T E S T  T H E  S U F F I C I E N C Y  O F  A N  I N D I C T­

M E N T  OR I N F O R M A T I O N .  A N  A P P E A L  TO T H E  S U P E R I O R  C O U R T  MA Y  B E  T A K E N  ON 

T H E  G R O U N D  T H A T  A  S E N T E N C E  O F  I M P R I S O N M E N T  O F  180 DAYS OR M O R E  WAS 

E X C E S S I V E  A N D  T H E  S U P E R I O R  C O U R T  IN T H E  E X E R C I S E  O F  THIS J U R I S D I C T I O N  

H A S  T H E  P O W E R  T O  M O D I F Y  TH E  S E N T E N C E  A P P E A L E D  F R O M  U P W A R D  O R  DOWNWARD]. 

Th e  h e a r i n g s  o n  a p p e a l  f r o m  a f inal o r d e r  or j u d g m e n t  of a n  [A S U B O R­

DI N A T E  C O U R T  OR] a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a g e n c y  s hall be o n  the r e c o r d  unless the 

s u p e r i o r  co u r t ,  i n  its d i s c r e t i o n ,  g r a n t s  a t r i a l  de novo, i n  w hole or 

in part.

* Sec. 7. AS 2 2 . 1 0 . 1 5 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 2 2 . 1 0 . 1 5 0 .  A P P R O V A L  O R  R E J E C T I O N .  E a c h  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u d g e 

is s u b j e c t  to a p p r o v a l  or r e j e c t i o n  as p r o v i d e d  in the A l a s k a  E l e c t i o n  

Code (AS 1 5 . 0 5  - 15.60). Th e  j u d i c i a l  c o u n c i l  s h a l l  c o n d u c t  an e v a l u a­

ti o n  of e a c h  j u d g e  b e f o r e  hi s  r e t e n t i o n  e l e c t i o n  a n d  shall p r o v i d e  to 

the p u b l i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  th e  j u d g e  a n d  m a y  p r o v i d e  a r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  

r e g a r d i n g  h i s  r e t e n t i o n  or r e j e c t i o n .  S u c h  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  a n y  r e c o m­

m e n d a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  m a d e  p u b l i c  at l e a s t  30 day s  b e f o r e  the r e t e n t i o n
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e le c t i o n . T h e  j u d i c i a l  council shall als o  p r o v i d e  such i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d 

a n y  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  to the o f f i c e  of the l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e rn o r  in time for 

p u b l i c a t i o n  in the e l e c t i o n  p a m p l e t  u n d e r  AS 15.57.025. If a m a j o r i t y  

of t hose v o t i n g  o n  the q u e s t i o n  reje c t s  his cand i da c y ,  he s ha l l  n o t  for 

a p e r i o d  of  fou r  y e a r s  t h e r e a f t e r  be a p p o i n t e d  to fill a n y  v a c a n c y  in 

the s u p r e m e  court, c o u r t  of a p p e a l s  or s u p e r i o r  courts of the state.

* Sec. 8. AS 2 2 . 1 5 . 1 9 5  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 2 2 . 1 5 . 1 9 5 .  A P P R O V A L  O R  REJECTION. Ea c h  d i s t r i c t c ourt j u d g e  

Is s u b j e c t  to a p p r o v a l  or r e j e c t i o n  as p r o v i d e d  in the A l a s k a  E l e c t i o n  

Code (AS 1 5 . 0 5  - 15.60). The j u d i c i a l  c o u n c i l  shall c o n d u c t  an e v a l u a­

tio n  of e a c h  j u d g e  b e f o r e  hi s r e t e n t i o n  e l e c t i o n  and shall p r o v i d e  to 

the p u b l i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  the j ud g e  and  m a y  prov i d e  a r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  

r e g a r d i n g  h i s  r e t e n t i o n  or r e jection. Such i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  the r e c o m­

m e n d a t i o n  s h a l l  be  m a d e  p u b l i c  at least 30 d ays before the e l ection.

T h e  j u d i c i a l  c o u n c i l  shall als o  p r o v i d e  such i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  any r e c o m­

m e n d a t i o n  to the o f f i c e  of the l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  in time for p u b l i c a­

ti o n  in  t h e  e l e c t i o n  p a m p l e t  u n d er  AS 1 5.57.025. If a m a j o r i t y  of those 

v o t i n g  o n  t he  q u e s t i o n  rejec t s  his candi d a c y ,  h e  shall no t  for a p e r i o d  

of f ou r  y e a r s  t h e r e a f t e r  be a p p o i n t e d  to fill a n y  vaca n c y  in the s u p r e m e 

court, c o u r t  of a p p e a l s , su p e r i o r  co ur t s  or d i s t r i c t  courts of the 

state.

* Sec. 9. AS  2 2 . 1 5 . 2 4 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 2 2 . 1 5 . 2 4 0 .  APPEAL, (a) Ei t h e r  p a r t y  may a p pe a l  a j u d g m e n t  

o f  t he  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  in a civil a c t i o n  to t h e  court of a p p e a l s  [SU­

PE R I O R  CO U R T ]  w h e n  the s u m  in c o n t r o v e r s y  is n o t  less t h a n  $50, or for 

the r e c o v e r y  of p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  of the v a l u e  of not less t h a n  $50 

e x c l u s i v e  o f  c o s t s  in  e i t h e r  case, e x c e p t  w h e n  the  sum is g i v e n  b y  

c o n f e s s i o n  or f o r  w a n t  of a n  answer.

(b) T h e  d e f e n d a n t  m a y  a p p e a l  a j u d g m e n t  o f  c o n v i c t i o n  g i v e n  in the
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d i s t r i c t  c ourt in a c r i m i n a l  a c t i o n  to the c o u r t  o f  a p p e a l s  [ S U P E R I O R  

COUR T ] .  W h e n  the j u d g m e n t  is g i v e n  o n  a p l e a  of g u i l t y ,  n o  a p p e a l  m a y  

be t a k e n  b y  the d e f e n d a n t  exc e pt  o n  the g r o u n d  tha t  a s e n t e n c e  of i m­

p r i s o n m e n t  o f  45 [180] days or m o r e  was e x c e s s i v e ;  h o w e v e r ,  the s u p r e m e  

c o u r t  b y  rule m a y  f u r t h e r  p r o v i d e  for r e v i e w  of a j u d g m e n t  g i v e n  o n  a 

plea of g u i l t y .  T h e  s t a t e  has no r i g h t  of a p pe a l  in c r i m i n a l  a c t i o n s  

for w h i c h  J u d g m e n t  is g i v e n  in t h e  d i s t r i c t  c o u rt s ,  e x c e p t  to te s t  th e  

s u f f i c i e n c y  of the i n f o rm a t i o n .

(c) An a p p e a l  f r o m  the d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  s hall be t a k e n  w i t h i n  30 

days fr o m  the d a t e  of e n t r y of t h e  j u d g m e n t .  All a p p e a l s  s h a ll  be o n  

the r e c o r d  [UNLESS T H E  S U P E R I O R  C O U R T ,  IN ITS D I S C R E T I O N ,  G R A N T S  A T R I A L

DE NOVO, IN W H O L E  OR IN PART]

(d) T h e  s u p r e m e  court s h a l l  p r e s c r i b e  f u r t h e r  r ules for the p r o  

c e d u r e  for a p p e a l s  f r o m  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t s .

* Sec. 10. AS 2 2 . 2 0 . 0 1 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 2 2 . 2 0 . 0 1 0 .  J U D I C I A L  O F F I C E R  D E F I N E D .  T h e  t e r m  " j u d i c i a l  

o f f i c e r "  m e a n s  a s u p r e m e  court j u s t i c e ,  i n c l u d i n g  the c h i e f  j u s t i c e ,  

a j u d g e  of the c o u r t  of a p p e a l s,  a j u d g e  o f  the s u p e r i o r  co u r t ,  a di s  

t r i c t  j u d g e  a n d  a m a g i s t r a t e .

* Sec. 11. AS 2 2 . 2 0 . 1 1 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 2 2 . 2 0 . 1 1 0 .  DUT Y  OF T H E  C O M M I S S I O N E R  IN T H E  C O U R T  O F  A P P E A L S

T H E  S U P E R I O R  C O U R T  A N D  D I S T R I C T  C O U R T S .  W h e n  r e q u i r e d  b y  the s u p r e m e  

court, the c o m m i s s i o n e r  shall s e r v e  a n d  e x e c u t e  al l  p r o c e s s  i s s u e d  b y  

the c o u r t  of a p p e a l s ,  the s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  a n d  the d i s t r i c t  c o u r t s,  a t t e n d  

to a n d  w a i t  u p o n  g r a n d  a n d  p e t i t  j u r i e s ,  m a i n t a i n  order, a t t e n d  t h e 

s e s s i o n s  of th e  c o u r t s ,  and e x e r c i s e  the p o w e r  an d  p e r f o r m  the d u t i e s  

c o n c e r n i n g  a l l  m a t t e r s  w i t h i n  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of the c o u r t s  as m a y  be 

a s s i g n e d  to him . T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  is the e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  of th e  c o u r t  

o f  a p p e al s ,  t h e  s u p e r i o r  c ourt a n d  d i s t r i c t  cour t s .
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* Sec. 12. AS 2 2 . 2 5 . 0 1 0 ( g )  is a m e n d e d  t o  r ead:

(g) T h e  w o r d  " j u s t i c e "  m e a n s  a s u p r e m e  c o u r t  j u s t i c e ,  a n d  the w o r d

" j u d g e , "  u n l e s s  t h e  c o n t e x t  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e s  o t h e r w i s e ,  m e a n s  a j u d g e  

o f  t h e c o u r t  o f  a p p e a l s ,  a s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u d g e  or d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  j u d g e .

* Sec. 13. A S  2 2 . 3 0 . 0 8 0 ( 2 )  is a m e n d e d  to  read:

(2) " j u d g e "  m e a n s  a j u s t i c e  o f  the s u p r e m e  c o u r t ,  a j u d g e  o f

th e  c o u r t  of a p p e a l s ,  a j u d g e  of th e s u p e r i o r  c o u r t ,  or a j u d g e  of the

d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  w h o  is t h e  s u b j e c t  of a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  or p r o c e e d i n g

u n d e r  sec. 10, art. IV, C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  this

c h a p t e r .

* Sec. 14. AS 1 1 . 5 6 . 9 0 0 ( 2 )  is a m e n d e d  t o  r ead:

(2) " j u d i c i a l  o f f i c e r "  m e a n s  a s u p r e m e  c o u r t  j u s t i c e ,  i n ­

c l u d i n g  the c h i e f  j u s t i c e ,  a j u d g e  of t h e  c o u r t  of a p p e a l s ,  a j u d g e  of 

the s u p e r i o r  c o u r t ,  a d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  j u d g e ,  or a m a g i s t r a t e ;

* Sec. 15. AS 1 5 . 1 5 . 0 3 0 ( 1 0 )  is r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e - e n a c t e d  to r e a d :

(10) A  s e p a r a t e  n o n p a r t i s a n  j u d i c i a l  b a l l o t  s h al l  be d e s i g­

n a t e d  for e a c h  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  in w h i c h  a j u s t i c e  or j u d g e  is s e e k i n g  

to s u c c e e d  h i m s e l f .  T h e  b a l l o t  s h a l l  b e  d i v i d e d  i n t o  fou r p a r t s  a n d  

e a c h  p a r t  s h a l l  b e a r  a h e a d i n g  i n d i c a t i n g  the c o u r t  to w h i c h  the c a n d i­

da t e  is s e e k i n g  a p p r o v a l .  W i t h i n  e a c h  p a r t  the q u e s t i o n  of w h e t h e r  t h e  

j u s t i c e  or j u d g e  s h a l l  b e  a p p r o v e d  or r e j e c t e d  s h a l l  b e  set o u t  in 

s u b s t a n t i a l l y  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m a n n e r :  (A) " S h a l l  ..................  be  r e ­

t a i n e d  as j u s t i c e  of t h e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  f o r  10 y e a r s ? " ;  (B) " S h a l l  . . . 

. . . .  b e  r e t a i n e d  a s  j u d g e  of the c o u r t  of a p p e a l s  f o r  e i g h t  y e a r s ? " ;

(C) " S h a l l ................... b e  r e t a i n e d  as j u d g e  o f  t h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  f o r

s i x  y e a r s ? " ;  o r  (D) " S h a l l .................b e  r e t a i n e d  as j u d g e  o f  t h e

d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  f o r  f o u r  y e a r s ? "  P r o v i s i o n  s h a l l  b e  m a d e  f o r  m a r k i n g  

e a c h  q u e s t i o n  " Y e s "  o r  "No".

*  Sec. 16. AS 1 5 . 3 5  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  t o  read:
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Sec. 1 5 . 3 5 . 1 4 0 .  A P P R O V A L  OR R E J E C T I O N  O F  A J U D G E  O F  T H E  C OURT OF

A P P E A L S .  E a c h  j u d g e of the c ourt of a p p e a l s  s hall be s u b j e c t  to

a p p r o v a l  o r  r e j e c t i o n  at th e  first g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  h e l d  m o r e  than t hree 

y e a r s  a f t e r  h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t .  If a p p r o v e d ,  he  shall t h e r e a f t e r  be s u b­

je c t  to a p p r o v a l  or r e j e c t i o n  in a like m a n n e r  e very e i g h t h  year.

Sec. 1 5 . 3 5 . 1 5 0 .  F I L I N G  D E C L A R A T I O N  BY J U D G E  O F  TH E  C O U R T  OF 

A P P E A L S .  E a c h  j u d g e o f  th e c ourt of a p p e a l s  s e e k i n g  to s u c c e e d  h i m s e l f

in o f f i c e  s h a l l  file w i t h  the l i e u t e n a n t g o v e r n o r  a d e c l a r a t i o n  of

c a n d i d a c y  n o t  less t h a n  90 d ays b e f o r e  the d a t e  of the g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  

at w h i c h  a p p r o v a l  or r e j e c t i o n  is r e q u i s i t e .

Sec. 1 5 . 3 5 . 1 6 0 .  R E Q U I R E M E N T  OF F I L I N G  F E E  FOR C O U R T  O F  APPEALS.

At the t i m e  t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  is filed, e a c h  c a n d i d a t e  s hall p a y  a fi l i n g

fe e  to t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r .  Th e f i l i n g  fee for a c a n d i d a t e  for the
I

c o u r t  of a p p e a l s  is $100.

Sec. 1 5 . 3 5 . 1 7 0 .  P L A C I N G  NAME O F  J U D G E  O F  T H E  C O U R T  O F  A P P E A L S  ON 

BALLOT. T h e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  s h al l  p l a c e  the n ame of a j u d g e  of the

c o u r t  of a p p e a l s  wh o  h a s  p r o p e r l y  f i l e d  a d e c l a r a t i o n  of c a n d i d a c y  on

t he j u d i c i a l  b a l l o t  in e a c h  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  of the s t a t e  for the 

g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  at w h i c h  a p p r o v a l  is sought.

* Sec. 17. AS 1 5 . 5 7 . 0 2 5  is a m e n d e d  to reads

Sec. 1 5 . 5 7 . 0 2 5 .  I N F O R M A T I O N  A N D  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S  ON J U D I C I A L

O F F I C E R S .  N o  later t h a n  60 days b e f o r e  the a p p l i c a b l e  s t a t e  election, 

t h e  j u d i c i a l  c o u n c i l  s h a l l  f ile w i t h  the l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  a sta t e m e n t 

i n c l u d i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  e a c h  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  j u stice, c o u r t  of appe a l s

j u d g e ,  s u p e r i o r  court ju d g e ,  and d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  judge w h o  w i l l  be s u b­

je c t  to a r e t e n t i o n  e l e c t i o n ,  f o l l o w i n g  the e v a l u a t i o n  of e a c h  such 

j u s t i c e  o r  j u d g e  c o n d u c t e d  b y  the j u d i c i a l  c o u n c i l  a c c o r d i n g  to law. 

E a c h  s u c h  s t a t e m e n t  m a y  n o t  e x c e e d  3 0 0  wo r ds .

* Sec. 18. A S  1 5 . 5 7 . 0 4 0 ( 2 )  is a m e n d e d  to read:
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(2) judicial officer o t h e r  tha n  supreme court j u s t i c e  or 

c o u r t  of a p p e a l s  j u d g e , $50 each.

* Sec. 19. AS 24.55.330(2) is a m e n d ed  to read:

(2) "agency" includes a d ep a r t m e n t ,  office, ins t it u t i o n , 

c o r p o r a t i o n ,  authority, o r g a nization, co m m i s si o n ,  c o mmittee, council or 

b o a r d  of a m u n i c i p a l i t y  or in the e x e c u t i v e ,  legislative or j u d i c i a l  

b r a n c h e s  of the state government, and a department, office, i n s t i t u t io n ,  

c o r p o r a t i o n ,  authority, organi z a t i o n , c ommission, committee, council or 

b o a r d  of a m u n i c i p a l i t y  or of the s t at e  g o v e r n m e n t  i n d e p e n d e n t  of the 

e x e c u t i v e ,  l e g i s l a t i v e  and j u d i c i a l b r a n c h e s ;  it also i n c l u d e s  an 

o f f i c e r ,  e m p l o y e e  or me m b e r  of an " a g e n c y "  a c t i n g  or p u r p o r t i n g  to act 

in the e x e r c i s e  of his official duties, but does not i n c l u d e  the g o v e r­

nor, l i e u t e n a n t  governor, a m e m b e r  of the legislature, j u s t i c e  of the 

s u p r e m e  court, judge of the court of a p p eals, a superior c o u rt  judge, 

[OR] d i s t r i c t  court j u d g e , m a g i s t r a t e ,  m e m b e r  of a cit y  c o u n c i l  or 

b o r o u g h  ass e m b l y , elected city or b o r o u g h  mayor, or a m e m b e r  of an 

e l e c t e d  sch o o l  board;

* Sec. 20. AS 39.20.310(1) is a m en d e d  to read:

(1) members of the state l e g i slature, the go v e r n o r,  the 

l i e u t e n a n t  governor, and j u s tices an d  j u d g e s  of the supr e m e  a n d  s u p e r i o r  

c o u r t s  and o f  the court of a p p e a l s , but n o t h i n g  in AS 3 9 . 2 0 . 2 2 0  -

3 9 . 2 0 . 3 3 0  m a y  be construed to d i m i n i s h  the salaries f ixed b y  law for 

t h e s e  o f f i c e r s  b y  re a s o n  of abse n c e f r o m  d u t y  on account of illness or  

o t h e r w i s e ;

* Sec. 21. AS 39.23.130(2) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(2) "j u d i c i a r y"  m eans j u s t i c e s  of  the supreme c o u r t  and 

j u d g e s  of t h e  c ourt of appeals, the s u p e r i o r  court and the d i s t r i c t  

c o u r t  [THE S U P E R I O R  AND D I S T R I C T  COURTS].

* Sec. 22. AS 3 9 . 3 5 . 6 8 0 ( 2 1 ) (C)(vi) is a m e n d e d  to read:
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(vi) j u s t i c e s  of the s u p r e m e  c o u r t  or j u d g e s  of  the 

c o u r t  of a p p e a l s  or of t h e s u p e r i o r  or d i s t r i c t  c o u r t s  o f  

A l a s k a )

* Sec. 23. A S  1 2 . 5 5 . 1 2 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) A s e n t e n c e  of i m p r i s o n m e n t  l a w f u l l y  i m p o s e d  b y  the s u p e r i o r  

c o u r t  for a t e r m  or for a g g r e g a t e  t erms of 45 d a y s  or m o r e  [ E X C E E D I N G  

ON E  YEAR] m a y  be a p p e a l e d  to the c o u r t  of a p p e a l s  [ S U PREME C O U R T ]  by the 

d e f e n d a n t  on the g r o u n d  that the s e n t e n c e  is e x c e s s i v e .  By a p p e a l i n g  a 

s e n t e n c e  u n d e r  this s e c t i on ,  the d e f e n d a n t  w a i v e s  the r i g h t  to p l e a d  

t hat b y  a r e v i s i o n  of the s e n t e n c e  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  the ap p e a l  h e  h a s  b e e n  

t wice p l a c e d  in j e o p a r d y  for the s a m e  of f e n s e .

* Sec. 24. AS 1 2 . 5 5 . 1 2 0 ( b )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(b) A s e n t e n c e  of i m p r i s o n m e n t  l a w f u l l y  i m p o s e d  by the s u p e r i o r  

c o u r t  m a y  be a p p e a l e d  to the c o u r t  of a p p e a l s  [ S U P R E M E  COURT] b y  the 

s t a t e  o n  the g r o u n d  that the s e n t e n c e  is too l e n ient; h o w e v e r ,  w h e n  a 

s e n t e n c e  is a p p e a l e d  b y  the s t a t e  a n d  the d e f e n d a n t  ha s no t a p p e a l e d  the 

s e n t e n c e ,  the c o u r t  is not a u t h o r i z e d  to i n c r e a s e  the s e n t e n c e  b u t  m a y  

e x p r e s s  its a p p r o v a l  or d i s a p p r o v a l  of the s e n t e n c e  an d  its r e a s o n s  in a 

w r i t t e n  o p i n i o n .

* Sec. 25. A  J u d g e  of the c ourt of a p p e a l s  is e n t i t l e d  to r e c e i v e  a n n u a l  

c o m p e n s a t i o n  e q u a l  to 95 p e r  cent of t h e  a n n u a l  c o m p e n s a t i o n  of a s u p r e m e  

c o u r t  j u s t i c e ,  p a y a b l e  in e q u a l  m o n t h l y  i n s t a l l m e n t s ,  f r o m  the d a t e  u p o n  

w h i c h  he t a k es  o f f i c e  u ntil s u p e r s e d e d  b y  p a y m e n t  of c o m p e n s a t i o n  r e s u l t i n g  

f r o m  the f i r s t  s a l a r y  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  m a d e  u n d e r  AS 3 9 . 2 3  for j u d g e s  o f  the 

c o u r t  Of a p p e a l s .

* Sec. 26. N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  the e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of this Act, o p e r a t i o n s  o f  

the c o u r t  o f  a p p e a l s  shall c o m m e n c e  o n  a d ate d e t e r m i n e d  b y  the s u p r e m e  c o u r t  

a f t e r  a l l  j u d g e s  of the c o u r t  of a p p e a l s  h a v e  t a k e n  offi c e .

*  Sec. 27. T h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  h a s  c o n c u r r e n t  a p p e l l a t e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  w i t h
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t h e  c o u r t  of a p p e a l s  i n  a c t i o n s  a n d  p r o c e e d i n g s  c o m m e n c e d  in t h e  d i s t r i c t  

c o u r t  a n d  f i l e d  in  t h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  b e f o r e  t h e  d a t e  o n  w h i c h  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  

t h e  c o u r t  of a p p e a l s  c o m m e n c e .  T h e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  m a y  t r a n s f e r  t o  t h e  c o u r t 

of a p p e a l s  a n  a p p e l l a t e  m a t t e r  i n v o l v i n g  a n  a c t i o n  or p r o c e e d i n g  c o m m e n c e d  i n  

t h e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  w h i c h  is p e n d i n g  i n  t he  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  on t h e  d a t e  on 

w h i c h  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  c o u r t  of a p p e a l s  c o m m e n c e ,  i n c l u d i n g  a m a t t e r  f i l e d 

b e f o r e  the e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  this Act . A n  a p p e l l a t e  m a t t e r  n o t  s o  t r a n s­

f e r r e d  s h a l l  b e  d e c i d e d  b y  t h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t .  B e f o r e  c o m m e n c e m e n t  o f  o p e r a­

ti o n s  in th e  c o u r t  o f  a p p e a l s ,  a d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  u n d e r  this 

s e c t i o n  m a y  b e  a p p e a l e d  to th e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  a n d  t h e r e a f t e r  to t h e  c o u r t  of 

a p p e a l s .

* Sec. 28. T h e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  m a y  t r a n s f e r  to the c o u r t  o f  a p p e a l s  any 

m a t t e r  w i t h i n  the j u r i s d i c t i o n  of t h e  c o u r t  of  a p p e a l s  w h i c h  is p e n d i n g  in 

t h e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  o n  t he  d a t e  o n  w h i c h  o p e r a t i o n s  of the  c o u r t  o f  a p p e a l s  

c o m m e n c e ,  i n c l u d i n g  m a t t e r s  f i l e d  in the s u p r e m e  c o u r t  b e f o r e  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  

d a t e  of t h i s  Act.

*  Sec. 29. It is t h e  i n t e n t  of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  the c o u r t  o f  a p p e a l s  

c o m m e n c e  o p e r a t i o n s  as s o o n  as p o s s i b l e  a f t e r  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  this Act. 

T h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d i r e c t o r  of c o u r t s  s h a l l  i m m e d i a t e l y  take n e c e s s a r y  a c t i o n  

to p r o v i d e  s u i t a b l e  f a c i l i t i e s  for t h e  c o u r t  o f  a p p e a l s .  W h e n  a d v i s e d  b y  the  

s u p r e m e  c o u r t ,  t h e  j u d i c i a l  c o u n c i l  s h a l l  m e e t  a n d  s u b m i t  n o m i n a t i o n s  to t h e  

g o v e r n o r  f o r  al l  i n i t i a l  v a c a n c i e s  f o r  j u d g e  o f  the c o u r t  of a p p e a l s .

* Sec. 30. S e c t i o n  14  o f  this A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  J a n u a r y  1, 1 9 8 0 .  T h e  

r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1979.
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