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O r i g i n a l  sponsor: M e l a n d O f f ered: 5/4/79
Fo r  T o d a y ' s  C a l e n d a r

I N  T H E  SE NA T E BY T H E  RULES C O M M I T T E E

H O U S E  CS FOR S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 88 (Rules)

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S TATE O F  A L A S K A

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST S E S S I O N

A B I L L

For a n  Act e n t i t l e d :  "An  Act r e l a t i n g  to truant c h i l d r e n  an d school c l o s i n gs )

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  4 7 . 1 0 . 0 1 0 ( a ) ( 2 )  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b p a r a g r a p h  tc

e x c e p t  as a l l o w e d  in AS 1 4. 3 0 . 0 1 0 ( b ) .

* Sec. 2. AS 4 7 . 1 0 . 0 8 0 ( c ) ( 1 )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(1) o r d e r  the m i n o r  c o m m i t t e d  to the d e p a r t m e n t  for p l a c e m e n t  

in an a p p r o p r i a t e  s e t t i n g  for a p e r i o d  of time not to ex c e e d  two y e a r s  

or in a n y  e v e n t  p a s t  the d a t e  the m i n o r  b e c o m e s  19 y e a r s  of age, e x c e p t  

t hat the d e p a r t m e n t  may p e t i t i o n  for  and the c o ur t  m a y  grant in a h e a r ­

ing (A) t w o - y e a r  e x t e n s i o n s  of c o m m i t m e n t  w h i c h  do n o t  e x t e n d  b e y o n d  the 

c h i l d ' s  1 9 t h  b i r t h d a y  if the e x t e n s i o n  is in the b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  of the 

m i n o r  a n d  t h e  p u b li c ;  and (B) an a d d i t i o n a l  o n e - y e a r  p e r i o d  of s u p e r­

v i s i o n  p a s t  age 19 if the c o n t i n u e d  s u p e r v i s i o n  is in the b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  

of the p e r s o n  a n d  the p e r s o n  c o n s e n t s  to it; the d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  t r a n s f e r  

t h e  mi n o r ,  i n  h i s  b e s t  in t e r e s t s ,  f r o m  one p l a c e m e n t  se t t i n g  to a n o t h e r ,  

a n d  the m i n o r ,  h i s  parents or g u a r d i a n  an d  a t t o r n e y  are e n t i t l e d  to 

r e a s o n a b l e  n o t i c e  of the t r a n s f e r ; h o w e v e r ,  the c o u r t m a y  not e n t e r  an 

o r d e r  u n d e r  thi s  p a r a g r a p h  if the c h i l d  has b e e n  f o u n d  a c h i l d  in n e e d  

o f  aid u n d e r  A S  4 7 . 1 0 . 0 1 0 ( a ) ( 2 ) ( F ) ;

*  Sec. 3. A S  4 7 . 1 0 . 0 8 0 ( c ) ( 3 )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

^ (3) b y  order, u p o n  a s h o w i n g  in the a d j u d i c a t i o n  b y  c l e a r  and

a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

r e a d :

(F) the c h i l d  b e i n g  h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  from school,

-1- HCSSB 8 8 (Rules)



c o n v i n c i n g  e v i d e n c e  that t h e r e  is a c h i l d  i n  n e e d  of a i d  u n d e r  A S  47.- 

1 0 . 0 1 0 ( a ) ( 2 )  as a r e s u l t  of p a r e n t a l  c o n d u c t  a n d  u p o n  a s h o w i n g  in the 

d i s p o s i t i o n  b y  c l e a r  and c o n v i n c i n g  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  the p a r e n t a l  c o n d u c t  

is li k el y  to c o n t i n u e  to exist if t h e r e  is n o  t e r m i n a t i o n  of p a r e n t a l  

r i g h t s ,  t e r m i n a t e  p a r e n t a l  r i g h t s  an d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of one or b o t h  

p a r e n t s  an d  c o m m i t  the child to th e  d e p a r t m e n t  or to a l e g a l l y  a p p o i n t e d  

g u a r d i a n  of the p e r s o n  of the child, and t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  or g u a r d i a n  

s h a l l  r ep o r t  a n n u a l l y  to the c o u r t  on e f f o r t s  b e i n g  m a d e  to f i n d  a 

p e r m a n e n t  p l a c e m e n t  for the c h i l d ; h o w e v e r ,  t h e  c o ur t  m a y  not e n t e r  an 

o r d e r  u nder this p a r a g r a p h  if the c h i l d  h a s  b e e n  f o u n d  a c h i l d  in n e e d  

o f  aid u n d e r  AS 4 7 . 1 0 . 0 1 0 ( a ) ( 2 ) ( F ) .

Sec. 4. AS 1 4 . 1 4  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 1 4 . 1 4 . 1 2 2 .  C L O S I N G  OF SCHOOL. (a) A s c h o o l  b o a r d  m a y  not 

o r d e r  the c l o s u r e  of an e l e m e n t a r y  or s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  u nl e s s  t h e  board, 

n o t  later t h a n  18 0 da y s  b e f o r e  t h e  a n t i c i p a t e d  d ate o f  c l o s u r e  of the 

school, p r e p a r e s  a n d  p u b l i s h e s  a r e p o r t  e x a m i n i n g  the a n t i c i p a t e d  e f f e c t  

of the sc h o o l  c l o s u r e .  T h e  r e p o r t  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  thi s  s u b s e c t i o n  shall 

i n c l u d e

(1) a s u m m a r y  of the r e a s o n s  w h i c h  the b o a r d  finds a r e 

s u f f i c i e n t  to w a r r a n t  c l o s i n g  the school;

(2) th e  e f f e c t  of the sch o o l  c l o s u r e  on t h o s e  c h i l d r e n  wh o 

w ould, e x c e p t  fo r  the closure, b e  e x p e c t e d  t o  a t t e n d  the s c h o o l ,  i n c l u d­

ing  but n o t  l i m i t e d  to,

(A) e v a l u a t i o n  o f  the a l t e r n a t i v e s  f o r  the e d u c a t i o n  of 

t hese c h i l d r e n ;

(B) a d d i t i o n a l  o r  i n c r e m e n t a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a r r a n g e­

men t s  n e c e s s a r y  to a c c o m m o d a t e  the t r a n s f e r  of t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  to 

othfer e d u c a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s ;  and

(C) the t r e a t m e n t  or d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  a n y  s p e c i a l  e d u c a -
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t i o n a l  or s u p p l e m e n t a r y  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  p r o v i d e d  at th e  

s c h o o l t

(3) the e f f e c t  of th e s c h o o l  c l o s u r e  o n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  or 

n e i g h b o r h o o d ,  i n c l u d i n g  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  to,

(A) a n  e v a l u a t i o n  b y  t h e  b o a r d  of t h o s e  s e r v i c e s  a n d  

f a c i l i t i e s  p r o v i d e d  b y  the s c h o o l  w h i c h  r e l a t e  to the  e d u c a t i o n a l  

p r o g r a m  a n d  t h o s e  s e r v i c e s  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s  w h i c h  a r e  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  

s c h o o l  o u t s i d e  its e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m ;

(B) t h e  i m p a c t  of t h e  l o s s  of the s e r v i c e s  or f a c i l i t i e s  

if t h e y  are n o  l o n g e r  p r o v i d e d  at t h e  sc h o o l  f a c i l i t y ;

(C) the e f f e c t  of th e  s c h o o l  c l o s u r e  o n  t h e s t a b i l i t y  

a n d  c o n t i n u e d  v i t a l i t y  of the c o m m u n i t y  or n e i g h b o r h o o d ;  a n d

(D) t h e  a b i l i t y  of th e  c o m m u n i t y  or n e i g h b o r h o o d  to 

c o n t i n u e  to a t t r a c t  r e s i d e n t s  o f  v a r y i n g  i n c o m e,  age, r a c i a l  a n d  

s o c i a l  b a c k g r o u n d ;

(4) the e f f e c t  of th e  s c h o o l  c l o s u r e  o n  t h e  l o c a l  t a x p a y e r s ,  

s p e c i f i c a l l y  i d e n t i f y i n g  a n t i c i p a t e d  a d d i t i o n a l  e x p e n d i t u r e s  a n d  p r o ­

j e c t e d  s a v i n g s  to r e s u l t  f r o m  the p r o p o s e d  c l o sure;

(5) the e f f e c t  of th e  s c h o o l  c l o s u r e  on t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t ,  

i n c l u d i n g  b u t  no t  l i m i t e d  to,

(A) t h e  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  o f  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  c o l l e c t i v e  b a r ­

g a i n i n g  a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  e m p l o y e e s ;  a n d

(B) t h e  i m p a c t  on f a c u l t y  a n d  s t a f f  a s s i g n e d  to t h e  

s c h o o l  w h i c h  is to b e  c l o s e d ;

(6) t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  c l o s u r e  o n  s t a t e  f i n a n c e s  a n d

p r o g r a m s ,  i n c l u d i n g  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  to to the a d d i t i o n a l  e x p e n s e ,  i f

any , w h i c h  th e  s t a t e  m a y  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  m e e t  b e c a u s e  o f  t r a n s f e r  o f  

s t u d e n t s  t o  o t h e r  s c h o o l s ;  a n d

(7) t h e  r e c o m m e n d e d  a l t e r n a t i v e  u s e  of t h e  f a c i l i t y  or, if  n o
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a l t e r n a t i v e  u s e  is s u g g e s t e d ,  the a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  m a i n t e n a n c e  of the 

f a c i l i t y  a n d  g r o u n d s .

(b) T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  p u b l i s h  a s u m m a r y  of its r e p o r t  i n  a n e w s p a p e r  

of g e n e r a l  c i r c u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  or n e i g h b o r h o o d  i n  w h i c h  the 

s c h o o l  is l o c a t e d , a n d  s h a l l  d i s t r i b u t e  a c o p y  o f  th e  r e p o r t  to the 

p a r e n t s  a n d  g u a r d i a n s  o f  e a c h  c h i l d  w h o  wou l d ,  e x c e p t  fo r  the c l o s u r e ,  

b e  e x p e c t e d  to a t t e n d  t h e  school.

(c) T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  for at l e as t  o n e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  c o n­

c e r n i n g  the r e p o r t .  T h e  h e a r i n g  s h a l l  be h e l d  n o t  less t h a n  30 days 

a f t e r  p u b l i c a t i o n  a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  the r e p o r t  as p r o v i d e d  in (b) o f

t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  and s h a l l  b e  h e l d  at the s c h o o l  or at a p u b l i c  p l a c e  i n  or

p r o x i m a t e  to the c o m m u n i t y  or n e i g h b o r h o o d  s e r v e d  b y  th e s c h o o l  p r o p o s e d  

to b e  c l o s e d .  N o t i c e  o f  th e  h e a r i n g  s h a l l  be g i v e n  to th e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  

o f  e d u c a t i o n .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r ,  or a m e m b e r  of  the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t a f f  

o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of E d u c a t i o n ,  s h a l l  a t t e n d  the h e a r i n g .

* Sec. 5. A S  1 4 . 0 8  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 1 4 . 0 8 . 1 5 3 .  C L O S I N G  O F  S C H O O L .  (a) U n l e s s  the n u m b e r  o f 

p u p i l s  w h o  w o u l d  a t t e n d  a s c h o o l  is f e w e r  t h a n  e i g h t ,  a r e g i o n a l  s c h o o l  

b o a r d  m a y  n o t  o r d e r  t h e  c l o s u r e  of a n  e l e m e n t a r y  or s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  

u n l e s s  the boa r d ,  n o t  l a t e r  than 18 0  d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e  a n t i c i p a t e d  d a t e  of 

c l o s u r e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l ,  p r e p a r e s  a n d  p u b l i s h e s  a r e p o r t  e x a m i n i n g  th e 

a n t i c i p a t e d  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  s c ho o l  c l o s u r e .  T h e  r e p o r t  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  

t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n  s h a l l  i n c l u d e

(1) a s u m m a r y  o f  the r e a s o n s  w h i c h  t h e  b o a r d  f i n d s is s u f f i­

c i e n t  to w a r r a n t  c l o s i n g  t h e  school}

(2) t h e  e f f e c t  o f  the s c h o o l  c l o s u r e  o n  t h o s e  c h i l d r e n  w h o

w o u l d ,  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  c l o s u r e ,  be  e x p e c t e d  to a t t e n d  th e  school, i n c l u d­

i n g  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  to,

(A) e v a l u a t i o n  of the  a l t e r n a t i v e s  f o r  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  of 
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these children;

(B) a d d i t i o n a l  o r  i n c r e m e n t a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a r r a n g e­

ments n e c e s s a r y  to a c c o m m o d a t e  the transfer of t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  to 

o t h e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s ;  a n d

(C) the t r e a t m e n t  or d i s p o s i t i o n  of a n y  spec i a l  e d u c a­

tional or s u p p l e m e n t a r y  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  p r o v i d e d  at the 

s c h o o l ;

(3) the e f f e c t  of the sc h o o l  closure o n  the c o m m u n i t y  or 

n e i g h b o r h o o d ,  i n c l u d i n g  but not l i m i t e d  to,

(A) an e v a l u a t i o n  b y  the board o f  t h o s e  s e r v i c e s  and 

f a c i l i t i e s  p r o v i d e d  b y  the sc h o o l  w h ic h  r e l a t e  to the e d u c a t i o n a l  

p r o g r a m  a n d  t hose s e r v i c e s  a n d  faci l it i e s  w h i c h  are p r o v i d e d  by the 

s chool o u t s i d e  its e d u c a t i o n a l  program;

(B) the im p a c t of the loss of the s e r v i c e s  or f a c i l i t i e s  

if they  are no lo n g e r p r o v i d e d  at the sch o o l  f a cility;

(C) t h e  ef f e c t  of the school c l o s u r e  on the s t a b i l i t y  

and c o n t i n u e d  v i t a l i t y  of the c o m m u n i t y  or n e i g h b o r h o o d ;  a n d

(D) t h e  a b i l i t y  of the c o m m u n i t y  or n e i g h b o r h o o d  to 

c o n t in u e  to a t t r a c t  r e s i d e n t s  of vary i n g  i n c om e ,  age, r a c i a l  and 

social b a c k g r o u n d ;

(4) the e f f e c t  of the s c h o o l  closure on the r e g i o n a l  e d u c a­

tio n a l  a t t e n d a n c e  area, i n c l u d i n g  but not l i m i t e d  to,

(A) t h e  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  of p r o v i s i o n s  of c o l l e c t i v e  b a r­

gai n i n g  a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  r e g i o n a l  a t t e n d a n c e  a r e a  e m p l oy e e s ;  and

(B) t h e  i m p a c t  on f a c u l t y  and s t a f f  a s s i g n e d  to the 

school w h i c h  is t o  b e  closed;

(5) the e f f e c t  of the s c h o o l  c l o s u r e  o n  s t a t e  f i n a n c e s  and 

p r o g r a ms ,  i n c l u d i n g  b u t  no t  l i m i t e d  to the a d d i t i o n a l  expense, if any, 

w h i c h  the s t a t e  m a y  b e  r e q u i r e d  to m e e t  b e c a u s e  o f  t r a n s f e r  of students

-5- H C S S B  8 8 ( R u l e s )



11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

26

26

27

28

r

to o t h e r  sc h o o l s )  and

(6) the r e c o m m e n d e d  a l t e r n a t i v e  use of the f a c i l i t y  or, if no 

a l t e r n a t i v e  u s e  is s u g g e s t e d ,  the a r r a n g e m e n t s  for m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  the 

f a c i l i t y  a n d  g r o u n d s .

(b) T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  p u b l i s h  a s u m m a r y  of its r e p o r t  in a n e w s p a p e r  

of g e n e r a l  c i r c u l a t i o n  in the c o m m u n i t y  or n e i g h b o r h o o d  in w h i c h  the 

s c h o o l  is l o c a t e d , a n d  s h a l l d i s t r i b u t e  a cop y  of the r e p o r t  to the 

p a r e n t s  a n d  g u a r d i a n s  o f  e a c h  c h i l d  w h o  would, e x c e p t  f o r  the c l o s u r e ,  

be e x p e c t e d  to a t t e n d  the scho o l .  If n o  n e w s p a p e r  s e r v e s  the c o m m u n i t y  

or n e i g h b o r h o o d  in w h i c h  the s c h o o l  is located, a s u m m a r y  of the r e p o r t  

s h a l l  be d i s s e m i n a t e d  o v e r  e l e c t r o n i c  m e d i a  s e r v i n g  the area. T h e  

s u m m a r y  s ha l l  be p u b l i s h e d  or d i s s e m i n a t e d  in the l a n g u a g e  g e n e r a l l y  

s p o k e n  in the a r e a  if o t h e r  t h a n  E n g l i s h .

(c) T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  for at least on e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  c o n­

c e r n i n g  the r e p o r t .  T h e  h e a r i n g  s h a l l  be h e l d  not  less t h a n  30 d ays 

a f t e r  p u b l i c a t i o n  a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of the r e p o r t  in th e  m a n n e r  p r o v i d e d  

in (b) o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  and s h a l l  be h e l d  at t h e  s c h o o l  or at a p u b l i c  

p l a c e  in or p r o x i m a t e  to the c o m m u n i t y  or n e i g h b o r h o o d  s e r v e d  b y  the 

s c h o o l  p r o p o s e d  to be closed. N o t i c e  of the h e a r i n g  s h a l l  be g i v e n  to 

the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of e d u c a t i o n .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r ,  or a m e m b e r  o f  the 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t a f f  o f  the D e p a r t m e n t  of E d u c a t i o n ,  s h a l l  a t t e n d  the 

h e a r i n g .

* Sec. 6. S e c t i o n s  4 a n d  5 o f  thi s  Ac t  a r e  r e t r o a c t i v e  to J a n u a r y  1,

'9.

* Sec. 7. S e c t i o n s  4 a n d  5 o f  thi s  A c t  t a k e  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r -  

,ce w i t h  A S  0 1 . 1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c ) .
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