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I n t r o d u c e d :  1 / 1 7 / 7 9
R e f e r r e d :  J u d i c i a r y

BY T H E  R U L E S  C O M M I T T E E  BY 

R E Q U E S T  O F  T H E  L E G I S L A T I V E  
C O U N C I L  ( for the C o d e  

IN T H E  S E N A T E  R e v i s i o n  C o m m i s s i o n )

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 54 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T HE  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A  BILL

For a n  Act e n t i t l e d :  " A n  Act r e l a t i n g  to i n t e r n a t i o n a l  w i l l s  u n d e r  the

U n i f o r m  P r o b a t e  C o d e . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 1 3.11 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  new s e c t i o n s  to read:

A R T I C L E  10. I N T E R N A T I O N A L  WILLS.

Sec. 1 3 . 1 1 . 35 0 .  VAL I D I T Y .  (a) A w i l l  is v a l i d  as to form, r e­

g a r d l e s s  of the p l a c e  w h er e  it is made, the l o c a t i o n  o f  the asse t s , a n d  

of th e  n a t i o n a l i t y ,  domicile, or r e s i d e n c e  of the t e s t a t o r ,  if it is 

made i n  t h e f o r m  of a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  will  in  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  the r e ­

q u i r e m e n t s  of AS 1 3 . 1 1 . 3 5 0  - 13.11. 4 4 0 .

(b) T h e  i n v a l i d i t y  of t h e  w ill as a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  w i l l  doe s  not 

a f f e c t  its fo r m a l  v a l i d i t y  as a w i l l  of a n o t h e r  k ind.

(c) AS 1 3 . 1 1 . 3 5 0  - 1 3 . 1 1 . 4 4 0  do not a p p l y  to t he  f o r m  of t e s t a­

m e n t a r y  d i s p o s i t i o n s  made b y  two or m or e  p e r s o n s  i n  o n e  i n s t r u m e n t .

Sec. 13.1 1 . 36 0 .  R E Q U I R E M E N T S .  (a) T h e  wil l  s h a l l  be m a d e  in 

w r i t i n g .  It n e e d  not be w r i t t e n  b y  the t e s t a t o r  h i m s e l f ,  an d  it ma y be

w r i t t e n  i n  an y  language, by h a n d  or by a n y  o t h e r  m e a n s .

(b) T h e  t e s t a t o r  s hall d e c l a r e  i n  the p r e s e n c e  of two w i t n e s s e s ,  

a n d  o f  a p e r s o n  a u t h o r i z e d  to a c t  in c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

w i l l s ,  t h a t  the d o c u m e n t  is h i s  w ill a n d  t h a t  h e  k n o w s  the c o n t e n t s  of 

it. T h e  t e s t a t o r  nee d  not i n f o r m  the w i t n e s s e s ,  o r  t h e  a u t h o r i z e d  

p e r s o n ,  o f  th e c o n t e n t s  of t h e  will.

(c) I n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  a n d  of th e  a u t h o r i z e d  person,

the t e s t a t o r  s h a l l  s i g n  the w i l l  or, if h e  h a s  p r e v i o u s l y  s i g n e d  it,
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s h a l l  a c k n o w l e d g e  h i s  s i g n a t u r e .

(d) W h e n  th e t e s t a t o r  is u n a b l e  to sign, t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  his s i g n a­

tu r e  d o e s  not a f f e c t  th e v a l i d i t y  of th e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  w i l l  if the 

t e s t a t o r  i n d i c a t e s  the r e a s o n  for h i s  i n a b i l i t y  to s i g n  a n d  the a u t h o­

r i z e d  p e r s o n  m a k e s  note o f  t h e  r e a s o n  o n  t h e  w i l l .  I n  s u c h  a case, it 

is p e r m i s s i b l e  f o r  an y  o t h e r  p e r s o n  p r e s e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  a u t h o r i z e d  

p e r s o n  o r  on e of t h e  w i t n e s s e s ,  at the d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  t e s t a t o r ,  to 

s i g n  t h e  t e s t a t o r ' s  name f o r  h i m  if the a u t h o r i z e d  p e r s o n  m a k e s  n o t e  of 

t h i s  o n  t h e  will, but it is not r e q u i r e d  tha t  a n y  p e r s o n  s i g n  the t e s t a­

t o r ’s n a m e  for him.

(e) T h e  w i t n e s s e s  a n d  the a u t h o r i z e d  p e r s o n  s h a l l  t h e r e  a n d  t h e n  

a t t e s t  t h e  wil l  b y  s i g n i n g  i n  the p r e s e n c e  o f  th e  t e s t a t o r .

S e c .  1 3 . 1 1 . 3 7 0 .  O T H E R  P O I N T S  O F  FORM. (a) T h e  s i g n a t u r e s  s h a l l  

be  p l a c e d  at the e n d  of t h e  will. If the w i l l  c o n s i s t s  o f  s e v e r a l  

s h e e t s ,  e a c h  s h e e t  m u s t  b e  s i g n e d  b y  the t e s t a t o r  or, if h e  is u n a b l e  to 

sign, b y  th e  p e r s o n  s i g n i n g  o n  h i s b e h a l f  or, if t h e r e  is no s u c h  p e r ­

son, b y  t h e  a u t h o r i z e d  p e r s o n .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  e a c h  s h e e t  s h a l l  be 

n u m b e r e d .

(b) T h e  d a t e  of t h e  w i l l  m u s t  be the d a t e  of its s i g n a t u r e  b y  the 

a u t h o r i z e d  p e r s on .  T h a t  d a t e  mus t  b e  n o t e d  a t  the e n d  o f  the w i l l  b y  

t h e  a u t h o r i z e d  p e r s o n .

(c) T h e  a u t h o r i z e d  p e r s o n  s h a l l  a s k  t h e  t e s t a t o r  w h e t h e r  h e  w i s h e s  

to m a k e  a d e c l a r a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  the s a f e k e e p i n g  of h i s  w i l l .  If  e x ­

p r e s s l y  r e q u e s t e d  b y  t h e  t e s ta t o r ,  th e  p l a c e  w h e r e  h e  i n t e n d s  to h a v e  

h i s  w i l l  k e p t  s h a l l  b e  m e n t i o n e d  i n  the c e r t i f i c a t e  p r o v i d e d  for i n

AS 13.11.380.

(d) A will executed in compliance with AS 13.11.360 is not invalid 

merely because it does not comply with this section.

Sec. 13.11.380. CERTIFICATE. The authorized person shall attach
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t o  the w i l l  a c e r t i f i c a t e  e s t a b l i s h i n g  tha t  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  of AS 13.- 

11.350 - 1 3 . 1 1 . 44 0  fo r  v a l i d  e x e c u t i o n  of a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  w i l l  h ave 

b e e n  c o m p l i e d  with. T h e  a u t h o r i z e d  p e r s o n  shall k e e p  a copy of the 

c e r t i f i c a t e  and d e l i v e r  a n o t h e r  to the testator. T h e  c e r t i f i c a t e  s hall 

b e  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i n  the f o l l o w i n g  form: 1

" C E R T I F I C A T E

I ,  (name , a d d ress, and capacity) , a p e r s o n  a u t h o r i z e d  to

act i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  wi ll s ,  c e r t if y  that o n  (date)

at  (Pla ce)_________, ______ (testator)__________________ ,  (address _,_____

d at e  a n d  place of b i r t h )_______ , in my p r e s e n c e  and that of the w i t n e s s e s ,

_(name, ad d r e s s ,  dat e  and p l a c e  of b i r t h )  , a n d __________________ (name,

a d d r e s s ,  date and p l a c e  of birth)________ , has d e c l a r e d  that the a t t a c h e d

d o c u m e n t  is his w i l l  a n d  that he knows the c o n tents thereof.

I f u r t h e r m o r e  c e r t i f y  that:

(1) i n  m y  p r e s e n c e  a n d  in that of the w i t n e s s e s ,  the t e s t a t o r  

h a s  s i g n e d  the w i l l  or has a c k n o w l e d g e d  h i s  s i g n a t u r e  p r e v i o u s l y  a f f i x e d j 

*(2) f o l l o w i n g  a d e c l a r a t i o n  of the t e s t a t o r  s t a t i n g  that he

wa s  u n a b l e  to s i g n  hi s  w i l l  for the f o l l o w i n g  reason: _______________________

_________  ___ , I h a v e  m e n t i o n e d  this d e c l a r a t i o n  o n  the will, an d  the

s i g n a t u r e  has b e e n  a f f i x e d  b y ______________(name an d  addre s s )_________________ ;

(3) the w i t n e s s e s  a n d  I h a v e  s i g n e d  the will;

*(4) e a c h  p a g e  of the will h a s  b e e n  s i g n e d  b y  __________________

a n d  numbered;

(5) I h a v e  s a t i s f i e d  m y s e l f  as to the i d e n t i t y  of the t e s t a­

tor a n d  of the w i t n e s s e s  as d e s i g n a t e d  above;

(6) t h e  w i t n e s s e s  met the c o nd i t i o n s  a c c o r d i n g  to the law

u n d e r  w h i c h  I a m  a c t i n g ;

*(7) t h e  t e s t a t o r  ha s r e q u e s t e d  me to i n c l u d e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g

s t a t e m e n t  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  s a f e k e e p i n g  o f  h i s  w i l l : _________________________
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P L A C E  O F  E X E C U T I O N

D A T E __________________

S I G N A T U R E

* to be c o m p l e t e d  w h e n  a p p r o p r i a t e "

Sec. 13.11.390. E F F E C T  OF CERTIFICATE. I n  the a b s e n c e  of e v i d e n c e  

to the contrary, the c e r t i f i c a t e  of the a u t h o r i z e d  p e r s o n  is c o n c l u s i v e  

of the formal v a l i d i t y  of the i n st r u m e n t  as a w i l l  u nder AS  1 3 . 1 1 . 3 5 0  - 

13.11.440. The a b s e n c e  or i r r e g u l a r i t y  of a c e r t i f i c a t e  does not a f f e c t  

the formal v a li d i t y  of a will under this chapter.

Sec. 13.11.400. REVOCATION. A n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  w ill is s u b j e c t  to 

the o r d inary rules of r e v o c a t i o n  of wills.

Sec. 13.11.410. SOUR C E  AND CONSTRUCTION. AS 1 3 . 1 1 . 3 5 0  - 1 3 . 1 1 . 4 0 0  

and AS 13.11.440 d e r i v e  f r o m  A n n e x  to C o n v e n t i o n  of O c t o b e r  26, 1973, 

P r o v i d i n g  a U n i f o r m  L a w  o n  the For m  of a n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Will. I n  i n t e r­

pre t i n g  and a p p l y i n g  AS 1 3 . 1 1. 3 5 0  - 13.11.400 a n d  AS 13.11.440, t heir 

international o r i g i n  and the need for u n i f o r m i t y  in their i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  

shall be considered.

Sec. 13.11.420. PERS O NS  A U T H O R I Z E D  TO A C T  IN R E L A T I O N  T O  I N T E R­

NAT I O N A L  WILL; E L I G I B I L I T Y ;  R E C O G N I T I O N  BY A U T H O R I Z I N G  AGENCY. I n d i­

viduals who have b e e n  a d m i tt e d  to p r a c t i c e  law b e f o r e  the courts of this 

state, and wh o are c u r r e n t l y  l i c e n s e d  to do so, ar e  a u t h o r i z e d  p e r s o n s  

in r e l a t i o n  to i n t e r n a t i o n a l  wills.

Sec. 13.11.430. I N F O R M A T I O N  REGISTRATION. T h e  l i e ut e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  

shall es tablish a r e g i s t r y  s y s t e m  b y  w h i c h  a u t h o r i z e d  p e r s o n s  m a y  r e g i s -  

, i n  a central i n f o r m a t i o n  center, i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  the e x e c u­

ti o n  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  wills, k e e p i n g  that i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  s t r i c t e s t  

confidence until t h e  d e a t h  of the m a k e r  a n d  t h e n  m a k i n g  it a v a i l a b l e  to

i n f o r m a t i o n  about any  w ill, w h o  p r e s e n t s  to t h e 
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ce n t e r  a d e a t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  or o t h e r  s a t i s f a c t o r y  e v i d e n c e  of the t e s t a­

tor's death. I n f o r m a t i o n  that m a y  b e  r e c e i v e d ,  p r e s e r v e d  i n  c o n f i d e n c e  

u n t i l death, a n d  r e p o r t e d  as i n d i c a t e d ,  is l i m i t e d  to the name, so c i a l  

s e c u r i t y  or a n y  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l - i d e n t i f y i n g  n u m b e r  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  law, 

if any, a d dr e s s ,  a n d  d a t e  a n d  p l a c e  of b i r t h  of th e  t e s t a to r ,  a n d  the 

i n t e n d e d  p l a c e  o f  d e p o s i t  o r  s a f e k e e p i n g  of the i n s t r u m e n t  p e n d i n g  the 

d e a t h  of the m a k e r .  T h e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r ,  at the r e q u e s t  of the 

a u t h o r i z e d  p e r s o n ,  ma y  c a u s e  the i n f o r m a t i o n  h e  r e c e i v e s  a b o u t  e x e c u t i o n  

of any i n t e r n a t i o n a l  w i l l  to be t r a n s m i t t e d  to t h e  r e g i s t r y  s y s t e m  of 

a n o t h e r  j u r i s d i c t i o n  as i d e n t i f i e d  b y  the t e s t a t o r ,  if that o t h e r  s y s t e m  

h a s  rules p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  of the i n f o r m a t i o n  s i m i l a r  to 

t h o s e e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t his state.

Sec. 1 3 . 1 1 . 4 4 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  I n  AS 1 3 . 1 1 . 3 5 0  - 1 3 . 1 1 . 4 4 0 ,  u n l e s s  

the c o n t e xt  r e q u i r e s  o t h e r w i s e ,

(1) " a u t h o r i z e d  p e r s o n "  a n d  " p e r s o n  a u t h o r i z e d  to act in 

c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  w i l l s "  m e a n s  a p e r s o n  w h o  b y  A S  13.11 . 4 2 0 , 

o r  by the laws of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n c l u d i n g  m e m b e r s  of t h e  d i p l o m a t i c  

a n d  c o n s u l a r  s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  d e s i g n a t e d  b y  F o r e i g n  S e r v i c e  

R e g u l a t i o n s ,  is e m p o w e r e d  to s u p e r v i s e  the e x e c u t i o n  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

w i l l s ;

(2) " i n t e r n a t i o n a l  w i l l "  m e a n s  a w i l l  e x e c u t e d  i n  c o n f o r m i t y  

w i t h  A S  1 3 . 1 1 . 3 5 0  - 1 3 . 1 1 . 3 8 0 .


