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I n t r o d u c e d :  1 / 1 6 / 7 9
R e f e r r e d :  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  &

S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  a n d  F i n a n c e

BY  T H E  R U L E S  C O M M I T T E E  B Y
I N  T H E  S E N A T E  R E Q U E S T  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 33 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  an A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to t he  i n s p e c t i o n  of  h o s p i t a l s  a n d

t h e i r  f u n c t i o n s ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  an e f f e c t i v e  

d a t e . "

B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  1 8 . 2 0 . 0 8 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 1 8 . 2 0 . 0 8 0 .  I N S P E C T I O N S ;  S U B M I S S I O N  O F  P L A N S  [ I N S P E C T I O N  A N D  

C O N S U L T A T I O N ]  F O R  A L T E R A T I O N S .  (a) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  m a k e  a n n u a l  

i n s p e c t i o n s  a n d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o f  a l l  h o s p i t a l  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  f u n c t i o n s  

it is r e q u i r e d  b y  secs. 10  - 130 o f  thi s c h a p t e r  to r e g u l a t e .  A d d i ­

ti o n a l  i n s p e c t i o n s  m a y  b e  m a d e  w h e n  n e c e s s a r y  to d e t e r m i n e  c o m p l i a n c e  

w i t h  d e p a r t m e n t  s t a n d a r d s .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  

s e t t i n g  o u t  i n s p e c t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s  in  d e t ai l, i n c l u d i n g  a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  

t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  in w h i c h  an i n s p e c t i o n  in a d d i t i o n  to t h e  a n n u a l  

o n e  m a y  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  n e c e s s a r y ,  a n d  the  p r o c e d u r a l  s a f e g u a r d s  w h i c h  

m u s t  a c c o m p a n y  i t .

* Sec. 2. AS  1 8 . 2 0 . 0 8 5 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to  read:

(a) U n l e s s  s p e c i f i e d  o t h e r w i s e  b y  the d e p a r t m e n t  a  h o s p i t a l  

s h a l l  r e t a i n  a n d  p r e s e r v e  r e c o r d s  w h i c h  r e l a t e  d i r e c t l y  to  the c a r e  

a n d  t r e a t m e n t  o f  a p a t i e n t  for a p e r i o d  of  s e v e n  y e a r s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  

d i s c h a r g e  o f  t h e  p a t i e n t .  H o w e v e r ,  th e r e c o r d s  o f  a p a t i e n t  u n d e r  18 

[19] y e a r s  o f  a g e  s h a l l  b e  k e p t  u n t i l  at l e a s t  two  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  

p a t i e n t  h a s  r e a c h e d  t h e  a g e  o f  18 [19] y e a r s  o r  u n t i l  s e v e n  y e a r s  

f o l l o w i n g  t h e  d i s c h a r g e  o f  the p a t i e n t ,  w h i c h e v e r  is l o n g e r .  R e c o r d s  

c o n s i s t i n g  o f  X - r a y  f i l m  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  b e  r e t a i n e d  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s .
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*  Sec. 3. AS 18.20.085(b) Is amended to read:

(b) The department shall by regulation define the types of

records and the information required to be included in the records 

retained and preserved under (a) of this section and set out a detailed 

procedure for an inspection process to assure that the records are 

complete. Medical records from which a patient can be identified may 

be examined b y  the department only if the patient has granted written 

consent as to them. The regulations m a y  require hospitals to offer 

patients who have not already signed information release forms the 

opportunity to consent to the inspection of their records by only 

department surveyors in connection w i t h  licensing the facility. The 

regulations may also set statewide limits on the percentage of the 

total number of records which surveyors may examine in any h o s p i t a l . The 

department m a y  by regulation specify records and information to be 

retained for longer periods than those set out in (a) of this section.

* Sec. 4. This Act takes effect immediately in accordance with AS 01.-

10.070(c).
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