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O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r :  K e r t t u l a O f f e r e d :  4 / 2 6 / 7 9
R e f e r r e d :  F i n a n c e

IN T H E  S E N A T E B Y  T H E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E

H O U S E  CS F O R  CS  F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 1 4  a m

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

A  B I L L

F o r  an A c t  ent it led : "An Ac t r e l a t i n g  to a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ;  a n d  p r o­

vi d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY TH E L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 4 4 . 1 9  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

A R T I C L E  7A. A L A S K A  A G R I C U L T U R A L  A C T I O N  COUNCIL.

Sec. 44 .19.520. C R E A T I O N  O F  C OUN C I L .  (a) T h e r e  is e s t a b l i s h e d  in 

th e D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  the A l a s k a  A g r i c u l­

tu r a l  A c t i o n  Council. T h e  c o u n c i l  is c o m p o s e d  o f  five m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  

b y  t h e  gov er no r.  The c h a i r m a n  o f  the c o u n c i l  is to be d e s i g n a t e d  b y  

the g o v e r n o r  f r o m  a m o n g  th e me mb e r s .

(b) The c o u n c i l  m a y  i n v i t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

S o i l  C o n s e r v a t i o n  Se rvice, the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  F o r e s t  Se rvice, o r  f r o m  

o t h e r  f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  in the d e l i b e r a t i o n s  o f  th e  

c o u n c i l  in an a d v i s o r y  c a p a cit y.

a p p o i n t e d  to fi l l  a v a c a n c y  s e r v e s  for th e u n e x p i r e d  t e r m  o f  t h e  m e m b e r  

h e  s u c c e e d s .
i

Sec. 44.19 .5 25.  C O M P E N S A T I O N  O F  M E M B E R S .  (a) M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  

c o u n c i l  w h o  a r e  n o t  s t a t e  o f f i c e r s  or  e m p l o y e e s  a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  p e r  

d i e m  a n d  tr ave l e x p e n s e s  p r o v i d e d  for b o a r d s  a n d  c o m m i s s i o n s  u n d e r

(c) The t e r m  o f  a m e m b e r  o f  the c o u n c i l  is four years. V a c a n c i e s  

a r e  f i l l e d  in t h e  same m a n n e r  as o r i g i n a l  a p p o i n t m e n t s ,  b u t  a m e m b e r

AS 39 .20.

(b) S t a t e  o f f i c e r s  o r  e m p l o y e e s  a p p o i n t e d  as m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  

c o u n c i l  serve w i t h o u t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  b u t  a r e  e n t i t l e d  to r e c e i v e  p e r  d i e m
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a n d  t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s  f r o m  c o u n c i l  funds.

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 5 3 0 .  M E E T I N G S .  T h e  c o u n c i l  s h a l l  s c h e d u l e  r e g u l a r  

m e e t i n g s  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r ,  a n d  m a y  h o l d  s p e c i a l  m e e t i n g s  u p o n  the c a l l  of 

t h e  c h a i r m a n  or f o u r  m e m b e r s  of the c o u n c i l .

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 5 3 5 .  QUOR UM . T h r e e  m e m b e r s  of the c o u n c i l  c o n s t i t u t e  a 

q u o r u m .  A n  a f f i r m a t i v e  vote o f  at l e a s t  t h r e e  m e m b e r s  is n e c e s s a r y  to 

a p p r o v e  a n y  a c t i o n  o f  the c o u n c i l .

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 5 4 0 .  P O W E R S  A N D  D U T I E S  O F  T H E  C O U N C I L .  (a) T h e  c o u n­

cil has the p o w e r  to

(1) a d o p t  a n d  a m e n d  b y l a w s  f o r  the m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n  

o f  its a f f a i r s ;  a n d

(2) m a i n t a i n  an o f f i c e  at a n y  p l a c e  or p l a c e s  in the sta te ,

(b) T h e  c o u n c i l  h a s  the d u t y  to

(1) h o l d  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  i n  a r e a s  of  the s t a t e  c o n s i d e r e d  for 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ;

(2) e v a l u a t e  the n e e d  for f a r m  c o n s e r v a t i o n  p l a n s  for lan d 

u n d e r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  the s t a t e ;

(3) s e r v e  as c o o r d i n a t o r  f o r  g a t h e r i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  d a t a  

r e l a t i n g  to a g r i c u l t u r e ;

(4) r e c o m m e n d  a p p r o p r i a t e  a c t i v i t i e s  for t h e  p r o m o t i o n  of 

a g r i c u l t u r e  in  t h e  sta te ;

(5) p r o v i d e  t e c h n i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  m a k e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to 

t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  s t a t e  l a n d  h a v i n g  a 

p o t e n t i a l  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  use;

(6) as d i r e c t e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n o r ,  a c t  as a d m i n i s t r a t o r  o f  th e 

D e l t a  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t  i f  t h a t  p r o j e c t  is a p p r o v e d  as 

p a r t  o f  a p l a n  f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  u n d e r  A S  4 4 . 1 9 . 5 5 0  a n d  

a c t  as a d m i n i s t r a t o r  o f  a n y  o t h e r  p r o j e c t  a p p r o v e d  u n d e r  A S  4 4 . 1 9 . 5 5 0 ;

(7) c o n t r a c t  for t h e  c l e a r i n g ,  d r a i n i n g  a n d  b r e a k i n g  of
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a g r i c u l t u r a l  l an d  l o c a t e d  in the D e l t a  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t ;

(8) c o n t r a c t  w i t h  the o w n e r s  of land p r e p a r e d  for a g r i c u l­

t u r a l  u se u n d e r  (7) of this s e c t i o n  for r e i m b u r s e m e n t  to the s t a t e  of

t h e  cost o f  the c l e a r i n g ,  d r a i n i n g  and  b r e a k i n g  of the land;

(9) c o n t r a c t  for the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of ac c e s s  r o a d s  in the

D e l t a  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  proje ct ;

(10) c o n d u c t  s t u d i e s  and c a r r y  out e x p e r i m e n t a l  a n d  p i l o t  

p r o j e c t s  to d e v e l o p  m a r k e t s  for a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  p r o d u c e d  in the 

s t a t e ;  a n d

(11) r e c o m m e n d  l e g i s l a t i o n  to the g o v e r n o r  to i m p r o v e  a g r i­

cu l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  in the state.

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 5 4 5 .  D E S I G N A T I O N  O F  A G R I C U L T U R A L  D E V E L O P M E N T  P R O J E C T S ,  

(a) B e f o r e  J a n u a r y  15 of e a c h  y ear the c o u n c i l  shall r e p o r t  to the 

g o v e r n o r  a n d  the l e g i s l a t u r e  c o n c e r n i n g  the a c t i v i t i e s  of the c o u n c i l  

d u r i n g  the  c u r r e n t  f i s c a l  year. T h e  r e p o r t  shall c o n t a i n  a p l a n  for the 

d e v e l o p m e n t  of  a g r i c u l t u r e  in the s t a t e  d u r i n g  the ne x t  fi s c a l  year.

T h e  p l a n  for the d e v e l o p m e n t  of a g r i c u l t u r e  m us t  i n c l u d e  th e f o l l o w i n g  

s p e c i f i c  i t e m s  as w e l l  as fi nd i n g s  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  on e a c h  item:

(1) the t y p e  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  to be a c c o m p l i s h e d ;

(2) if s t a t e  land is to be d e v e l o p e d  for a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c­

tion, a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  the b o u n d a r i e s  of the land to be d e v e l o p e d ;  an d

(3) the s p e c i f i c  t a sk s to b e  p e r f o r m e d  b y  a p p r o p r i a t e  s t a t e  

a g e n c i e s  to the e x t e n t  the tasks ar e i d e n t i f i a b l e  at that time.

(b) A f t e r  l e g i s l a t i v e  a p p r o v a l  o f  the  p l a n  u n d e r  A S  4 4 . 1 9 . 5 5 0 ,  the

g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  i m p l e m e n t  the p l a n  for the d e v e l o p m e n t  of a g r i c u l t u r e  as

a p p r o v e d .  T h e  g o v e r n o r  m a y  d i r e c t  a p p r o p r i a t e  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s  to p e r f o r m

the  p l a n  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  p r o h i b i t e d  in t h e  resolu- 

n.

L E G I S L A T I V E  A P P R O V A L .  E i t h e r  h o u s e  of t h e  legis- 
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l a t u r e  m a y  d i s a p p r o v e  the plan fo r the d e v e l o p m e n t  of a g r i c u l t u r e  r e­

qu i r e d  b y  AS 4 4 . 1 9 . 5 4 5  by a s im p l e  r e s o l u t i o n .  If the p l a n  for the 

d e v e l o p m e n t  of a g r i c u l t u r e  is not a p p r o v e d  or c o n d i t i o n a l l y  a p p r o v e d  b y  

the l e g i s l a t u r e  or d i s a p p r o v e d  b y  e i t h e r  h o u s e  w i t h i n  30 days after 

p r e s e n t a t i o n  to the legislature, it is d i s a p p r o v e d .  Th e l e g i s l a t u r e  m a y  

by c o n c u r r e n t  r e s o l u t i o n  approve the  pl a n  for the d e v e l o p m e n t  of a g r i c u l­

ture w i t h  co nd i t i o n s  co nc e r n i n g  m a t t e r s  i n c l u d e d  in the plan, and the 

c o n d i t i o n a l  app ro v a l  b e c ome s e f f e c t i v e  upon c e r t i f i c a t i o n  to the l e g i s l a­

ture b y  the council that  the c o u n c i l  has a c c e p t e d  the c o n d i t i o n s  and 

m o d i f i e d  the pl a n  for the d e v e l o p m e n t  of a g r i c u l t u r e  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  

the co n d i t i o n s .  S t a t e  money ma y n o t  be s p e n t  on an a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p­

me n t  p r o j e c t  until the approval r e q u i r e d  b y  this s e c t i o n  h a s  been o b­

ta i n e d  .

Sec. 44.1 9. 560 . DEFINITIONS. In AS 4 4 . 1 9 . 5 2 0  - 44 .19.560,

(1) " c o m m i s s i o n e r "  m e a n s  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of the D ep ar t m e n t  

of N a t u r a l  R e sou rc es ;

(2) " c o u n c i l "  means t h e  A l a s k a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  A c t i o n  Council;

(3) "D el t a  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t "  m e a n s  the s t a t e -  

f u n d e d  p r o g r a m  to d e v e l o p  a g r i c u l t u r a l  land l o ca te d in the Big Delta, 

T a n a n a  Loop re g i o n  of the state f o r  the p r o d u c t i o n  of small grains a n d  

o t h e r  rela te d a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s .

* Sec. 2. N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  the t e r m s  of o f f i c e  s p e c i f i e d  for m e m be rs  of 

the A l a s k a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  A c t i o n  Council in AS 4 4 . 1 9 . 5 2 0 ( c ) ,  e n a c t e d  in sec. 1 

of this Act, the terms of the first a p p o i n t e e s  s h a l l  be o n e  m e m b e r  s e r v i n g  a 

t e r m  e n d i n g  June  30, 1980, one memb er  s e r v i n g  a t e r m  e n d i n g  J u n e  30, 1981, 

one m e m b e r  s e r v i n g  a t e r m  e n d i n g  J u n e  30, 1982, o n e  m e m b e r  s e r v i n g  a t e r m  

e n d i n g  J u n e  30, 1983, a n d  o n e  member s e r v i n g  a t e r m  e n d i n g  Ju n e  30, 1984.

* Sec. 3. AS 3 9 . 5 0 . 2 0 0 ( 9 )  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b p a r a g r a p h  to 

read:
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(QQ) A l a s k a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  A c t i o n  Council,

* Sec. 4. Th i s  Act t e r m i n a t e s  J u l y  1, 1984.

* Sec. 5. T h i s  Act t ak es  e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1979.
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