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IN T H E  SENATE BY THE R E S O UR CE S C O M M I T T E E  

H O U S E  CS FOR CS FOR SEN A T E  BILL NO. 14 

IN TH E L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  STATE OF  ALA SKA  

ELE V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

For an Act e n t i tl ed : "An Act r e l a t i n g  to a g r i c u l t u r a l  development: and p r o­

viding for an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  STATE OF ALASKA:

* Se c t i o n  1. AS 44.19 is a m en ded  h y  adding n e w  se ctions to read:

A R T I C L E  7A. A L A S K A  A G R I C U L T U R A L  A C T I O N  COUNCIL.

Sec. 44.1 9. 520 . C R E A T I O N  O F  COUNCIL. (a) T h er e is e s t a b l i s h e d  in

the O f f i c e  of the Governor the A l a s k a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  A c t i o n  Council. T he

council is c o m p o s e d  of five m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  by  the governor. The 

ch a i r m a n  of the council is to be d e s i g n a t e d  b y  the governor f r o m  a m o n g  

the m e m b e r s .

(b) The council m a y  i nv i t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  fr o m  the U n i t e d  S ta t e s  

Soil C o n s e r v a t i o n  Service, the U n i t e d  States Forest Service, or f r o m  

other f e de ral  ag encies to p a r t i c i p a t e  in the de li b e r a t i o n s  of the 

coun cil  in an adv i s o r y  cap aci ty .

(c) Th e ter m  of a m e m b e r  o f  the counc il  is four years. V a c a n c i e s  

are f i l l e d  in the same ma n n e r  as original a pp o i n t m e n t s ,  but a m e m b e r  

a p p o i n t e d  to fill a v a c a n c y  s e r v e s  for the u n e x p i r e d  term  of the m e m b e r  

he suc cee ds .

Sec. 44 .19.525. C O M P E N S A T I O N  OF MEMBERS. (a) M e mb er s of the 

co u n c i l  who  a r e  not state o f f i c e r s  or e m p l o y e e s  are e n t i t l e d  to per  

di e m  a n d  travel expenses p r o v i d e d  for b oa r d s  and c o m m is si on s u n d e r  

AS 39.20.

(b) S t a t e  of fi ce rs  or e m p l o y e e s  a p p o i n t e d  as m e mb er s of the 

c o u n c i l  s e r v e  w i t h o u t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  but are e n t i t l e d  to r e c e i v e  p er  d i e m
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and t r a v e l  ex pe n s e s  fr o m  counc il  funds.

Sec. 44.19 .5 30 . MEETI NG S.  T h e  c o u n c i l  shall sch e d u l e  r e g u l a r  

m e e t i n g s  d u r i n g  the year, an d m a y  h o l d  s p e c i a l  m ee ti ng s u p o n  the c a l l  of  

the c h a i r m a n  or four m e m b e r s  of the council.

Sec. 44.19.535. QUORUM. T h r e e  m e m b e r s  of the c o un cil  c o n s t i t u t e  a 

quoru m. An a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  of at least t h r e e  members is n e c e s s a r y  t o  

a p p r o v e  any a c t i o n  of the council.

Sec.  44 .1 9 . 5 4 0 .  P O W E R S  AND D U T I E S  O F  T H E  COUNCIL. (a) T h e  c o u n ­

cil h a s  the p o w e r  to

(1) adopt and a me nd  b y l a w s  for t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  and r e g u l a t i o n  

of its affairs; and

(2) m a i n t a i n  a n  office at any p l a c e  or pl ace s in the st a t e ,

(b) The coun ci l has the du t y  to

(1) hold pu bl ic he ar i n g s  in a r e a s  of the s t a t e  c o n s i d e r e d  for 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v el op men t;

(2) e v a l u a t e  the need for f a r m  c o n s e r v a t i o n  plans for l a n d  

un de r a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  in the state;

(3) serve as c o o r d i n a t o r  for g a t h e r i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  d a t a  

r e l a t i n g  to a g r ic ul tu re;

(4) r e c o m m e n d  a p p r o p r i a t e  a c t i v i t i e s  for the p r o m o t i o n  o f  

a g r i c u l t u r e  in the state;

(5) p r o v i d e  t e c hn ic al i n f o r m a t i o n  and m a k e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to 

the c o m m i s s i o n e r  r e g a r d i n g  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of state lan d h a v i n g  a 

p o t e n t i a l  for a g r i c u l t u r a l  use;

(6) as d i r e c t e d  b y  the g o v e r n o r ,  act as a d m i n i s t r a t o r  o f  the 

D e l t a  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t  if t h a t  p r o j e c t  is a p p r o v e d  as 

p a r t  of a p l a n  for the d e v e l o p m e n t  of a g r i c u l t u r e  u n d e r  AS 4 4 . 1 9 . 5 5 0  a n d  

ac t as a d m i n i s t r a t o r  of  a n y  o t h e r  p r o j e c t  a p p r o v e d  u n d e r  A S  4 4 . 1 9 . 5 5 0 ;

(7) c o n t r a c t  for the c l e a r i n g ,  d r a i n i n g  a nd  b r e a k i n g  of
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a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  l o c a t e d  in the D e l t a  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t ;

(8) c o n t r a c t  w i t h  the o w n e r s  of land p r e p a r e d  for a g r i c u l­

t u r a l  use u n d e r  (7) of this  s e c t i o n  f o r  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  to the s t a t e  of

the co s t  of the c l e a r i n g ,  d r a i n i n g  a n d  b r e a k i n g  of the  land;

(9) c o n t r a c t  for the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a c c e s s  r oa ds in the

D e l t a  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t ;

(10) c o n d u c t  s t u d i e s  a n d  c a r r y  out e x p e r i m e n t a l  a n d  p i l o t  

p r o j e c t s  to d e v e l o p  m a r k e t s  for a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  p r o d u c e d  in t he  

s t a t e ;  and

(11) r e c o m m e n d  l e g i s l a t i o n  to the g o v e r n o r  to i m p r o v e  a g r i­

c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  the state.

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 5 4 5 .  D E S I G N A T I O N  O F  A G R I C U L T U R A L  D E V E L O P M E N T  P R O J E C T S ,

(a) Be f o r e  J a n u a r y  15 of e a c h  y e a r  the c o u n c i l  s h a l l  r e p o r t  to the 

g o v e r n o r  a n d  the l e g i s l a t u r e  c o n c e r n i n g  the a c t i v i t i e s  of the c o u n c i l

d u r i n g  the c u r r e n t  f i s c a l  year. T h e  r e p o r t  s hall c o n t a i n  a p l a n  for the

d e v e l o p m e n t  of a g r i c u l t u r e  in the s t a t e  d u r i n g  the n e x t  fi sc a l  year.

T h e  p l a n  for the d e v e l o p m e n t  of a g r i c u l t u r e  m us t  i n c l u d e  the f o l l o w i n g  

s p e c i f i c  i t em s as w e l l  as f i n d i n g s  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  on e a c h  item:

(1) the type  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  to be a c c o m p l i s h e d ;

(2) if s t a t e  land is to b e  d e v e l o p e d  for a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c ­

tion, a d e s c r i p t i o n  of the b o u n d a r i e s  of the land to be d e v e l o p e d ;  a n d

(3) the s p e c i f i c  t a s k s  to be p e r f o r m e d  b y  a p p r o p r i a t e  s t a t e  

a g e n c i e s  to t h e  e x t e n t  the t a s k s  a r e  i d e n t i f i a b l e  at t hat time.

(b) A f t e r  l e g i s l a t i v e  a p p r o v a l  of the p l a n  u n d e r  A S  4 4 . 1 9 . 5 5 0 ,  the

g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  i m p l e m e n t  the p l a n  f o r  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of a g r i c u l t u r e  as 

a p p r o v e d .  T h e  g o v e r n o r  m a y  d i r e c t  a p p r o p r i a t e  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s  to p e r f o r m

a n y  ta s k  to i m p l e m e n t  th e p l a n  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  p r o h i b i t e d  i n  the resolu-
- •

t i o n  a p p r o v i n g  t he p lan .

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 5 5 0 .  L E G I S L A T I V E  A P P R O V A L .  E i t h e r  h o u s e  o f  the l e g i s -

- 3 -  H C S  C S S B  14



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

r

l a t u r e  m a y  d i s a p p r o v e  th e p l a n  f or  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of a g r i c u l t u r e  r e­

q u i r e d  b y  A S  4 4 . 1 9 . 5 4 5  b y  a s i m p l e  r e s o l u t i o n .  If the p l a n  for the 

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  is n o t  a p p r o v e d  or  c o n d i t i o n a l l y  a p p r o v e d  b y  

the l e g i s l a t u r e  or d i s a p p r o v e d  b y  e i t h e r  h o u s e  w i t h i n  30 days  a fte r 

p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o  the l e g i s l a t u r e ,  it is d i s a p p r o v e d .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  m a y  

b y  c o n c u r r e n t  r e s o l u t i o n  a p p r o v e  the p l a n  f o r  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of a g r i c u l­

tu r e  w i t h  c o n d i t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  m a t t e r s  i n c l u d e d  in the plan, and the 

c o n d i t i o n a l  a p p r o v a l  b e c o m e s  e f f e c t i v e  u p o n  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  to the l e g i s l a  

t u r e  b y  the c o u n c i l  tha t the c o u n c i l  has a c c e p t e d  the c o n d i t i o n s  and  

m o d i f i e d  t h e  p l a n  for the d e v e l o p m e n t  of a g r i c u l t u r e  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  

t h e  c o n d i t i o n s .  S tate m o n e y  m a y  not be s p e n t  on  a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p­

m e n t  p r o j e c t  u nti l the a p p r o v a l  r e q u i r e d  b y  this s e c t i o n  h a s  be e n  o b ­

tai n e d .

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 5 6 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In A S  4 4 . 1 9 . 5 2 0  - 44.19 .5 60 ,

(1) " c o m m i s s i o n e r "  m e a n s  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of th e D e p a r t m e n t  

o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ;

(2) " c o u n c i l "  m e a n s  the A l a s k a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  A c t i o n  C oun c i l ;

(3) "Delta a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t "  m e a n s  the s t a t e -  

f u n d e d  p r o g r a m  to d e v e l o p  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l an d  l o c a t e d  in the Big Delta, 

T a n a n a  L o o p  r e g i o n  of the s t a t e  for the p r o d u c t i o n  of small gr ai n s  a n d  

o t h e r  r e l a t e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  pr o d u c t s .

* Sec. 2. N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  the t e r m s  of o f f i c e  s p e c i f i e d  for m e m b e r s  o f  

the A l a s k a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  A c t i o n  C o u n c i l  in AS 4 4 . 1 9 . 5 2 0 ( c ) ,  e n a c t e d  in sec. 1

of t hi s  Act, t h e  t e r m s  of t h e  f i r s t  a p p o i n t e e s  s h a l l  b e  one m e m b e r  s e r v i n g  a

t e r m  e n d i n g  J u n e  30, 1980, o n e  m e m b e r  s e r v i n g  a t e r m  e n d i n g  J u n e  30, 1981, 

one m e m b e r  s e r v i n g  a t e r m  e n d i n g  J u n e  30, 1982, one  m e m b e r  s e r v i n g  a t e r m  

e n d i n g  J u n e  30, 1983, and  o n e  m e m b e r  s e r v i n g  a t e r m  e n d i n g  J u n e  30, 1984.

* Sec. 3. A S  3 9 . 5 0 . 2 0 0 ( 9 )  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b p a r a g r a p h  to

-4- HCS CSSB 14



r r

(QQ) A l a s k a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  A c t i o n  Council

* Sec. 4. T h i s  Act t e r m i n a t e s  J u l y  1, 1984.

* Sec. 5. T h i s  Act takes e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1979.


