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O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r :  Ray Off ered: 4/ 2 7 / 7 9
Re f e rr ed : R ul es

IN THIS S E N A T E BY T H E  ElNAN C E  C O M M I T T E E

H O U S E  CS FOR S EN A T E  BIEL NO. 4

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

A BILL

For an Act: e n t i t l e d :  "An Act r e l a t i n g  to w o r k e r ' s  c o m p e n s a ti o n ;  and p r o v i d -

BIS IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF TH E S TATE O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 2 3 . 3 0 . 0 9 2  is amen d e d  to read:

Sec. 2 3 . 3 0 . 09 2 .  V O L U N T E E R  A M B U L A N C E  A T T E N D A N T S ,  P O L I C E M E N  A N D  

F I R E M E N  IN S U R A N C E .  A p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n  may e l e c t  to p r o v i d e  b e n e­

fits and c o m p e n s a t i o n  to its v olunteer a m b u l a n c e  a t tendants, p o l i c e m e n  

or  f i r e m e n  by o b t a i n i n g  i n s u r a n c e  w hich w o u l d  p r o v i d e  its v o l u n t e e r  

a m b u l a n c e  a t t e n d a n t s ,  p o l i c e m e n  or f i r e m e n  wit h  b en e f i t s  an d  c o m p e n s a­

tio n  at least e q u i v a l e n t  to those c o n f e r r e d  u po n  v o l u n t e e r  a m b u l a n c e  

a t t e n d a n t s ,  p o l i c e m e n  or f i r e m e n  by this c h a p t e r ,  an d  the e l e c t i o n  s ha l l  

be  c o n s i d e r e d  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  the c o v e r a g e  and i n s u r an c e  p r o v i s i o n s  of 

this c h a p t e r .  The e l e c t i o n  shall be m a d e  b y  f i l i n g  copies of the i n s u r­

an c e  p o l i c y  or p o l i c i e s  w i t h  the c o m m i s s i o n e r .

* Sec. 2. AS 2 3 . 3 0 . 2 2 0 ( 5 )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

a v o l u n t e e r  a m b u l a n c e  atten dan t,  p o l i c e m a n  or fireman, the wa g e  for 

c a l c u l a t i n g  c o m p e n s a t i o n  s hall be the m i n i m u m  w a g e  paid a f u l l - t i m e  

a m b u l a n c e  a t t e n d a n t ,  p o l i c e m a n  or f i re ma n in the p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n  

w h e r e  the i n j u r y  o c c u r r e d ,  or if the s u b d i v i s i o n  has no f u l l - t i m e  

a m b u l a n c e  a t t e n d a n t s ,  p o l i c e m e n  or f i r e m e n  em p l o y e d ,  at a r e a s o n a b l e  

w a g e  f i g u r e  p r e v i o u s l y  set b y  the s u b d i v i s i o n  to m a k e  [FOR TH E P U R P O S E  

O F  M A K I N G ]  this d e t e r m i n a t i o n  and in n o  c a s e  m a y  the w ag e  for c a l c u l a t­

in g  c o m p e n s a t i o n  be less t h a n  the m i n i m u m  w a g e  c o m p u t e d  o n  the b a s i s  of

ing, for an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

(5) if the e m p l o y e e  is injured w h i l e  p e r f o r m i n g  his d u t i e s  as
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AO h o u r s  wor k  per week.

* See. 3. AS 2 3 . 3 0 . 2 6 5  is a m e n d e d by adding n e w  p a r a g r a p h s  to read:

(26) "volu n t e e r  p o l i c e m a n "  means an i n d i v i d u a l who serves as 

a p e a c e  offic e r  with a f u l l - t i me  p o l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t  of a general law or 

h o m e  rule m u n i c i p a l i t y  on a temp o r a ry ,  v o l u n t a r y  basis;

(27) "volu n te e r  a m b u l a n c e  a t t e n d a n t "  means an individual w h o  

s e r v e s  as an a m b u l a n c e  a tt e n d a n t  on a te mporary, v o l u n t a r y  basis with  a 

v o l u n t e e r  or f u l l-time fire d e p a r t m e n t  or m u n i c i p a l  a m b u l a n c e  serv i c e  of 

a g e n e r a l  law or h o m e  rule m u n i c i p a l i t y .

* Sec. A. AS 23.30 . 0 0 5 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) Th e  Alaska W o r k m e n ' s  C o m p e n s a t i o n  board shall consist of s even 

[FIVE] members, i n c l u d i n g  a s o u t h e r n  panel of three m e m b e r s  s i t t i n g  for 

the first j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t ^  [AND] a n o r t h e r n  panel of three memb e r s  

s i t t i n g  for the se c o n d  [, THIRD] a n d  fourth judicial d i s t r i c t s , and a 

s o u t h c e n t r a l  panel of three m e m b e r s  s i t t i ng  for the t h i r d  ju d icial 

d i s t r i c t . Eac h  panel shall incl u d e  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of labor or his 

d e s i g n a t e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of i n d us t r y  and a r e p r e s e n­

tat i v e  of labor. Th e  latter two memb e r s of each panel shall be a p­

po i n t e d  by the governor. All panel m e m b e r s  are s u b j e ct  to c o n f i r m a t i o n  

b y  a m a j o r i t y  of the membe r s  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  in j o i n t  session.

* Sec. 5. AS 23. 3 0 . 00 5 ( b )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(b) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  shall act as c h a i r m a n  and e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  

of the b o a r d  and c h a i r m a n  of each panel [BOTH PANELS]. If he d e s i g n a t e s  

a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  to act for h i m  his r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s h a l l  serve in that 

c a p a c i t y  on the b o a r d  and on e a c h  panel [BOTH PANELS].

* Sec. 6. AS 23 .30 .005(c) is r e p e a l e d  and r e - e n a c t e d  to read:

(c) T h e  g o v e r n o r  shall a p p o i n t  the m e m b e r s  of th e panels. E ac h  

m e m b e r ,  e x c e p t  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  labor, serves a t e r m  of three years. 

T h e  ter m of  a m a n a g e m e n t  m e m b e r  and  the t e r m  of a la bor  m e m b e r  of e a c h
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p a n e l  m a y  not e x p i r e  in the same year. T h e  m a n a g e m e n t  and labor m e m b e r s  

are e n t i t l e d  to c o m p e n s a t i o n  in the a m o u n t  o f  $50 a d a y  for e a c h  d ay  or 

p o r t i o n  of a day  sp en t in a c t u a l  m e e t i n g  or o n  a u t h o r i z e d  o f f i c i a l  

b u s i n e s s  i n c i d e n t a l  to t heir dut ies  and to al l o t he r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  

per d i e m  is p r o v i d e d  by law.

* Sec. 7. AS 2 3 . 3 0 . 0 0 5 ( e )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(e) A m e m b e r  of one p an el ma y s e rv e o n  a n o t h e r  [THE OT HE R]  p a n e l  

w h e n  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  c o n s i d e r s  it n e c e s s a r y  for the p ro m p t  a d m i n i s t r a­

ti o n  of this cha pt er . T r a n s f e r s  s hall be a l l o w e d  o n l y  if a l ab or  or 

m a n a g e m e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  r e p l a c e s  his c o u n t e r p a r t  o n  the o t h e r  pane l.

* Sec. 8. AS 2 3 . 3 0 . 0 0 5 ( h )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(h) Th e D e p a r t m e n t  of L a b o r  m a y  m a k e  i d e n t i c a l  rules for all 

[BOTH] p an e l s  and m a y  m a k e  r e g u l a t i o n s  to c a r r y  out the p r o v i s i o n s  of 

this chapter. P r o c e s s  and p r o c e d u r e  u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  shall be as 

s u m m a r y  and s im p l e  as p o s si ble . Th e D e p a r t m e n t  of L abo r ,  the b o a r d  or a 

m e m b e r  of it m a y  for the p u r p o s e s  of this c h a p t e r  s u b p o e n a  w i t n e s s e s ,  

a d m i n i s t e r  or cause to be a d m i n i s t e r e d  o a t h s ,  and m a y  exam in e or c a u s e  

to h a v e  e x a m i n e d  the par ts  of the b o o k s  a n d  r e c o r d s  of the p a r t i e s  to a 

p r o c e e d i n g  w h i c h  r e l a t e  to q u e s t i o n s  in d i s p u t e .  T h e  s u p e r i o r  court, o n  

a p p l i c a t i o n  of th e D e p a r t m e n t  of Labor, the b oa rd  or any m e m b e r s  of it, 

s h a l l  e n f o r c e  the a t t e n d a n c e  a nd t e s t i m o n y  of w i t n e s s e s  and the p r o d u c­

t i o n  and e x a m i n a t i o n  of books, paper s,  a n d  re co rd s.

* Sec. 9. AS 2 3 . 3 0 . 0 0 5 ( d )  is r e p ea le d.

* Sec. 10. T R A N S I T I O N A L  P R O V I S I O N S .  (a) T h e  t erms o f  the m e m b e r s  of  t h e  

W o r k m e n ' s  C o m p e n s a t i o n  R o a r d  w h o  are  s e r v i n g  o n  the e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of  this 

Act a r e  n o t  a f f e c t e d  b y  this Act. T h e i r  t e r m s  e x p i r e  as p r o v i d e d  b e f o r e

e n a c t m e n t  of this Act.

(b) O n  the e f f e c t i v e  da t e  of this Act, t h e  labor m e m b e r  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  

m e m b e r  o f  the n o r t h e r n  p a n e l  s h a l l  be r e d e s i g n a t e d ,  o n  t h e  basis of  t h e i r
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r e s i d e n c e ,  as t h e  l a bo r m e m b e r  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  m e m b e r  o f  the n o r t h e r n  or 

s o u t h c e n t r a l  p a n e l  r e - e n a c t e d  b y  A S  2 3 . 3 0 . 0 0 5 ( a )  in s ec .  4 o f  this  Act. 

T h e r e a f t e r ,  the g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  a l a b o r  m e m b e r  a n d  a m a n a g e m e n t  m e m b e r  

to t h e  r e m a i n i n g  v a c a n c i e s .  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  AS 2 3 . 3 0 . 0 0 5 ( c ) ,  the g o v e r n o r  

m a y  d e s i g n a t e  t h e  l en g t h  of the t e r m  of ea c h  of the t w o  m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  by 

h i m  u n d e r  this  s u b s e c t i o n ,  n o t  to e x c e e d  t h r e e  y ea r s ,  bu t the e x p i r a t i o n  date 

of t h e  t e r m  of a m e m b e r  a p p o i n t e d  b y  the g o v e r n o r  u n d e r  this s u b s e c t i o n  m a y  

no t c o i n c i d e  w i t h  the  e x p i r a t i o n  d a t e  of the t e r m  o f  the r e m a i n i n g  m e m b e r  of 

t h e  s a m e  p an e l .

* Sec. 11. S e c t i o n s  4 - 10 of  th i s  Act t a k e  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r­

d a n c e  w i t h  AS 0 1 . 1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c ) .
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