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Introduced: A/22/80
Referred: Resources

B Y  T H E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E  (for t h e 
N T H E  H O U S E  S p e c i a l  A g r i c u l t u r e  C o m m i t t e e

H O U S E  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 19 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of the 

G o o s e  Bay to Point M a c K e n z i e  Road.

E IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  H O U S E  O F  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S :

W H E R E A S  t h e r e  are r e s i d e n t s  of the M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h  l i v i n g  in 

h e  P o i n t  M a c K e n z i e  a r e a  w h o  a r e  t r a v e l i n g  on s u b s t a n d a r d  r o ad s  at l e a s t  f i v e  

lonths out of the y ea r  w i t h  g r e a t  h a r d s h i p ;  and

W H E R E A S  it w i l l  be i m p o s s i b l e  to p r o c e e d  w i t h  th e  P oint M a c K e n z i e  a g r i -  

:ultural p r o j e c t ,  as r e c o m m e n d e d  b y  the Rural D e v e l o p m e n t  C o u n c i l  a n d  ap- 

>roved b y  t h e  A l a s k a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  A c t i o n  C o u n c i l,  w h i c h  the l e g i s l a t u r e  is 

low c o n s i d e r i n g  w i t h o u t  an a d e q u a t e  road  b e t w e e n  G o o s e  Bay and P o i n t  

lacK e n z i e ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  d e v e l o p m e n t  of the i n d u s t r i a l ,  c o m m e r c i a l  a n d  r e s i d e n t i a l  p o -  

: ential of t h e  P o i n t  M a c K e n z i e  a r e a  c a n n o t  o c c u r  u n t i l  r o a d  a c c e s s  to t h a t  

area f r o m  G o o s e  Bay is p r o v i d e d ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h  is p r e s e n t l y  u n d e r t a k i n g  c o n s t r u c­

tion of  a 1 2 - m i l e  r o a d  b e t w e e n  G o o s e  Bay and P o i n t  M a c K e n z i e  w i t h  f i n a n c i a l  

a s s i s t a n c e  f r o m  the s t a t e ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  o n  O c t o b e r  26, 1979, the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  A r m y  C o r p s  of E n g i n e e r s  

i n f o r m e d  th e  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h  that a f e d e r a l  w e t l a n d s  p e r m i t  w a s  

n e c e s s a r y  b e f o r e  f u r t h e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of the G o o s e  Bay to P o i n t  M a c K e n z i e  

r o a d  c o u l d  c o n t i n u e  a n d  a d v i s e d  the b o r o u g h  t h a t  c o n t i n u e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

w i t h o u t  a f e d e r a l  p e r m i t  w o u l d  s u b j e c t  the b o r o u g h ,  its a g e n t s  a n d  e m p l o y e e s  

t o  t h e  p o s s i b l e  i m p o s i t i o n  o f  c i v i l  an d c r i m i n a l  s a n c t i o n s ;  a n d

W HEREAS, o n  J a n u a r y  16, 1980, the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Array C o r p s  of E n g i n e e r s  

i n f o r m e d  t h e  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h  that w i t h i n  30 to 45 d a y s  th e  A r m y
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C o r p s  of E n g i n e e r s  w o u l d  c o m p l e t e  r e v i e w  and m a k e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  

a l l e g e d  v i o l a t i o n  of f e d e r a l  w e t l a n d s  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e s u l t i n g  from c o n s t r u c t i o n  

of the G o o s e  B a y  to P o i n t  M a c K e n z i e  road, and i n f o r m e d  the b o r o u g h  that final 

a c t i o n  o n  a r e q u i r e d  f e d e r al  w e t l a n d s  permit w o u l d  be t a k e n  90 to 120 days 

f o l l o w i n g  r e s o l u t i o n  of the a l l e g e d  violation; a n d

W H E R E A S ,  as of A p r i l  10, 1980, the M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  Borough h a d  not 

b e e n  i n f o r m e d  of a final d e t e r m i n a t i o n  by the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  A rmy C o r p s  of 

E n g i n e e r s  o n  the a l l e g e d  v i o l a t i o n  of federal w e t l a n d s  l eg i s l a t i o n  an d  had 

not b e e n  n o t i f i e d  of any final a c t i o n  on the b o r o u g h ' s  a p p l i c a t i o n  for i s s u­

ance of a f e d e r a l  w e t l a n d s  p e r m i t  d e s p i t e  a s s u r a n c e s  that the a p p l i c a t i o n  

w o u l d  be d e a l t  w i t h  in an e x p e d i t i o u s  manner a n d  a c t i o n  w o u l d  be c o m p l e t e d  

b e f o r e  c o m m e n c e m e n t  of the 1 980 s u m m e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  season; and

W H E R E A S  the H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  is m i n d f u l  of the d e t e r i o r a t i n g  

e c o n o m i c  s i t u a t i o n  w i t h i n  the M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h  and the n e e d  for 

r e s u m p t i o n  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of the G o o s e  Bay to P o i n t  M a c K e n z i e  road in o r d e r  

to p r o m o t e  r e s p o n s i b l e  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  of the M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  Borough; 

a n d

W H E R E A S  the H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f inds that all c i t i ze n s  of the 

s t a t e  as w e l l  as the r e s i d e n t s  of the M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  Borough, will b e n e f i t  

t h r o u g h  r e s p o n s i b l e  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  of the P oint M a c K e n z i e  area;

BE I T  R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  State H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  re q u e s t s  

th e  U n i t e d  St a t e s  A r m y  C o r p s  of E ngineers to e x p e d i t e  and c o m p l e t e  r e v i e w  of 

a l l e g e d  v i o l a t i o n  of f e d e r a l  w e t l a n d s  l e g i s l a t i o n  o c c u r r i n g  in the Goose B a y  

to P o i n t  M a c K e n z i e  a r e a  a n d  to i m m e d i a t e l y  a d v i s e  the M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  

B o r o u g h  a n d  o t h e r  a f f e c t e d  p a r t i e s  of any c o r r e c t i v e  a c t i o n  required; a n d  b e  

it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alaska State House of Representatives urges 

the United States Army Corps of Engineers to process, review and issue all 

federal environmental and wetlands permits necessary before completion of the
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G o o s e  Bay to P o i n t  M a c K e n z i e  r oad w h i c h  are c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  r e s p o n s i b l e  

e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  of the P oi n t  M a c K e n z i e  a r e a  and the n e e d  to p r o t e c t ,  

p r e s e r v e  a n d  e n h a n c e  the e n v i r o n m e n t  and w i l d l i f e  ha b i t a t  o f  that a rea.

C O P I E S  of this r e s o l u t i o n  shall be sent to Lt. G e n e r a l  Joh n W. M o r r i s ,  

C h i e f  of E n g in e e r s ,  U.S. A r m y  Corps of En g i n e e r s j  and to the  H o n o r a b l e  T e d  

S t e v e n s  an d  th e  H o n o r a b l e  M i k e  Gravel, U.S. S e n ators, and the H o n o r a b l e  Don 

Yo u ng ,  U.S. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m e m b e r s  of the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in C o n g r e s s .
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