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In tro d u ce d : 4/22/80
R e fe rre d : S ta te  A f f a ir s

IN THE H O U S E  BY T H E  S TATE A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E

H O U S E  JOINT R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 87 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

R e q u e s t i n g  the U n i t e d  States P o s t a l  

S e r v i c e  to e s t a b l i s h  a p h i l a t e l i c  

s e r v i c e  c e nt e r  in Alaska.

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

W H E REAS, s ince the i s s u a n c e  of the f i r s t  c o m m e m o r a t i v e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

postage stamp in Alaska in 1937, eight c o m m e m o r a t i v e  an d  r e g u l a r  Un i t e d 

S tates p o s t a g e  stamps have b e e n  first issued in the 4 9 t h  State; and

W H E R E A S  the public a t t e n t i o n  focused o n  these e v e n t s  has g e n e r a t e d  ever 

i n c r e a s i n g  i n t e r e s t  in s tamp collecting; and

WHEREAS, due to this i n t e r e s t in the h o b b y ,  the four o r g a n i z e d  s t a m p  

c l u b s in the st a t e  h ave e x p e r i e n c e d  s u b s t a n t i a l  i n c r e a s e s  in m e m b e r s h i p  in 

rec en t  years; and

W H E R E A S  the Un i t e d  S t a t e s  Postal Se r v i c e ,  t h ro u g h  e x t e n s i v e  m e d i a  a d­

ve r t i s i n g  a n d  the p r o m o t i o n  of various p o s t a l  p r o d u c t s  and p h i l a t e l i c  s e r­

vices, has b e e n  v i g o r o u s l y  e n c o u r a g i n g  s t a m p  c o l l e c t i n g ;  and

WHEREAS, to fill the d e m an d s  of stamp c o l l e c t o r s ,  the U n i t e d  States 

Postal S e r v i c e  h a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  p h i l a t el i c  s e r v i c e  c e n t e r s  in p o s t  o f f i c e s  in 

m a j o r  cities t h r o u g h o u t  the nation; and

WHEREAS, despite these promotional activities, many postage stamp items, 

postal stationery, and other philatelic materials issued by the United States 

Postal Service are not available to collectors or postal patrons at even the 

largest post offices in Alaska; and

WHEREAS, as a result, Alaskan stamp collectors must request items from 

the United States Postal Service's Philatelic Service Agency in Washington,

D. C. or obtain them at philatelic service centers in other states; and
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W H E R E A S ,  d e s p i t e  the s u b s t a n t i a l  i n t e r e s t  in p h i l a t e l y ,  A l a s k a ,  v i r ­

tu a l l y  a l o n e  a mo n g  the 50 s t a t e s ,  lacks a p h i l a t e l i c  s e r v i c e  c e n t e r ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  it is a p p a r e n t  that the i n t e r e s t  in s t a m p  c o l l e c t i n g  as a h o b b y ,  

the s ize o f  the a c t i v e  s t a m p  c o l l e c t i n g  p u b l i c  in Alas k a,  a n d  the a c t i v i t y  of 

the A n c h o r a g e  P h i l a t e l i c  S o c i e t y ,  the G a s t i n e a u  P h i l a t e l i c  S o c i e t y  of J u n e a u ,  

the N o r t h e r n  Lights S t a m p  C l u b  of F a i r b a n k s ,  and the P t a r m i g a n  S t a m p  a n d  C o i n  

Cl u b  of A n c h o r a g e  w a r r a n t  th e  o p e n i n g  of a p r o p e r l y  s t a f f e d ,  w e l l - s t o c k e d  

( philatelic s e r v i c e  c e n t e r  in one of A l a s k a ' s  m a j o r  citi e s ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  sales of p o s t a g e  st a m p s and o t h e r  po s t a l  m a t e r i a l s  to s t a m p

I j
j c o l lectors r e s u l t  in s u b s t a n t i a l  pr o f i t  to the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  P o s t a l  S e r v i c e  

I s i n c e  few of the items s o l d  to c o l l e c t o r s  are eve r  u s e d  as p o s t a g e  fo r  t r a n s -  

| m i s s i o n  of m a i l ;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  tha t  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  u r g e s  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

Po s ta l  S e r v i c e  to e s t a b l i s h ,  o p e r a t e  and m a i n t a i n  a f u l l - t i m e  p h i l a t e l i c  

s e r v i c e  c e n t e r ,  staf f e d  by q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n n e l ,  w i t h  a c o m p l e t e  i n v e n t o r y  of 

a v a i l a b l e  U n i t e d  States p o s t a g e  stamps, p o s t a l  s t a t i o n e r y ,  a n d  o t h e r  p o s t a l  

^ m a t e r i a l s  a n d  p h i l a t e l i c  s u p p l i e s  in o n e  of the m a j o r  c i t i e s  in A l a s k a .

C O P I E S  of  this r e s o l u t i o n  shall be s ent to the H o n o r a b l e  W i l l i a m  F. 

B o l g e r , P o s t m a s t e r  G e n e r a l  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;  Mr. R o b e r t  J. O p i n s k y ,  

P o s t m a s t e r  o f  A n c h o r a g e ,  Mr. O t i s  Dean, P o s t m a s t e r  of F a i r b a n k s ;  Mr. L a w r e n c e  

J a c k s o n ,  P o s t m a s t e r  of J u n e a u ;  and  to the H o n o r a b l e  T e d  S t e v e n s  an d  the 

H o n o r a b l e  M i k e  Gravel, U. S. S e n a t o r s ,  and  the H o n o r a b l e  D o n  Yo u n g,  U. S. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m e m b e r s  of th e  A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in C o n g r e s s .
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