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Introduced: 3/31/80
Referred: Resources

:n  t h e  h o u s e  b y  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  c o m m i t t e e

H O U S E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 86 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T HE  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

R e q u e s t i n g  the D e p a r t m e n t  of  E n e r g y  

to r e v i e w  and r e v i s e  g a s o l i n e  c o n­

s u m p t i o n  g u i d e l i n e s  for A l a s k a .

3E IT R E S O L VE D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF TH E S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  the f e d e r a l  D e p a r t m e n t  of E n e r g y  r e c e n t l y  a n n o u n c e d  g a s o l i n e  

: o n s u m p t i on  g u i d e l i n e s  c a l l i n g  for a 17 p e r c e n t  r e d u c t i o n  b y  A l a s k a n s  d u r i n g  

\pril, May and June; and

W H E R E A S  the p r o p o s e d  A l a s k a  r e d u c t i o n  is m o r e  tha n  d o u b l e  the p r o p o s e d  

a a t ional aver a g e  r e d u c t i o n  of 6.7 p e r c e n t  for the same p e r i o d ;  and

W H E R E A S  the a m o u n t  of g a s o l i n e  a l l o c a t e d  per c a p i t a  in A l a s k a  is o nly 

D n e - t h i r d  to t h r e e - f o u r t h s  of that a l l o c a t e d  to o th e r  st a t e s  w i t h  c o m p a r a t i v e  

p opulations; an d

W H E R E A S  the federal g o v e r n m e n t  is a s k i n g  the s t at e  w i t h  the s m a l l e s t  

p o p u l a t i o n  to m a k e  the largest per c a p i t a  r e d u c t i o n  in its g a s o l i n e  c o n s u m p­

tion; and

W H E R E A S  the p r o p o s e d  g u i d e l i n e s  can be us e d  by P r e s i d e n t  C a r t e r  u n d e r  

the E m e r g e n c y  E n e r g y  C o n s e r v a t i o n  Act of 1979 to impose a m a n d a t o r y  r a t i o n i n g  

p r o g r a m ;  and

W H E R E A S  the p r o p o s e d  c o n s u m p t i o n  level for A l a s k a  of 4 5 . 7  m i l l i o n  g a l­

lons for April, M a y  a n d  Jun e  w o u l d  re d u c e  the stat e ' s  a n n u a l  g a s o l i n e  c o n­

sum ption,  if e x t e n d e d ,  to p r e - 1 9 7 5  levels; and

W H E R E A S  A l a s k a n s  c o n s u m e  m u c h  less t han one p e r c e n t  of all of the g a s o­

li n e  cons u me d  in the U n i t e d  States, but p r o d u c e  a m a j o r  s u p p l y  of p e t r o l e u m  

for the rest of the nation; and

W H E R E A S  A l a s k a  p r o d u c e s  1 , 6 0 0 , 0 0 0  b a r r e l s  of oil e v e r y  day; an d
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W H E R E A S  A l a s k a ' s  oil p r o d u c t i o n  is a b o u t  19 p e r c e n t  of all the c r u d e  oil 

j r o d u c e d  d a i l y  in t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  an d 11 p e r c e n t  o f  the oi l c o n s u m e d  d a i l y  

)y A m e r i c a n s ;  and

W H E R E A S  the p r o p o s e d  r e d u c t i o n  i g n o r e s  s e a s o n a l  n e e d s  of A l a s k a n s  r e­

su p p l y i n g  fuel s t o c k s  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  d i m i n i s h e d  d u r i n g  the w i n t e r ,  f i s h e r m e n  

a r e p a r i n g  the for s e a s o n ' s  w o r k,  a n d  b u s i n e s s e s  f o c u s e d  on t o u r i s m ,  c o n ­

s t r u c t i o n  and o t h e r  s e a s o n a l  w o r k  w h i c h  c o n t r i b u t e  m u c h  to A l a s k a ' s  e c o n o m y ;  

and

W H E R E A S  the p r o p o s e d  r e d u c t i o n  als o i g n o r e s  the  vast  d i s t a n c e s  in A l a s k a  

and b e t w e e n  A l a s k a n  c o m m u n i t i e s ;  a nd

W H E R E A S  the f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  has no t p r o m p t l y  a i d e d  A l a s k a n s  s e e k i n g  

i m p r o v e d  m a s s  t r a n s i t  s y s t e m s  for its u r b a n  areas; and

W H E K E A S  A l a s k a n s  h a v e  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h e i r  e n e r g y  c o n s e r v a t i o n  e f f o r t s  by 

a l r e a d y  r e d u c i n g  t h e i r  g a s o l i n e  c o n s u m p t i o n  by an e s t i m a t e d  f i v e  p e r c e n t  this 

y e a r  ;

HE IT R E S O L V E D  by  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  that  the D e p a r t m e n t  of  

E n e r g y  is r e q u e s t e d  to r e c o g n i z e  the  i n e q u i t y  of a s k i n g  A l a s k a  to p r o v i d e  a 

m a j o r  p o r t i o n  of the  n a t i o n ' s  e n e r g y  w h i l e  d e p r i v i n g  A l a s k a n s  of s u f f i c i e n t  

fuel to m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  e c o n o m i c  w e l l - b e i n g ;  and be it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  the D e p a r t m e n t  of E n e r g y  r e c o n s i d e r  its d r a s t i c  

a nd  u n r e a s o n a b l e  d e m a n d  of A l a s k a n s ;  a nd  be it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  the D e p a r t m e n t  of E n e r g y  c e a s e  to p e n a l i z e  

A l a s k a n s  for t h e i r  e a r l i e r  p r u d e n t  a nd  v o l u n t a r y  e f f o r t s  to c o n s e r v e  e n e r g y ;  

a n d  be it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  the D e p a r t m e n t  of E n e r g y  r e c o g n i z e  t he  s e a s o n a l  

n a t u r e  of A l a s k a n ' s  us e o f  e n e r g y  fuels, i n c l u d i n g  g a s o l i n e ,  a n d  t he i n t e g r a l  

t i e s  b e t w e e n  t h a t  s e a s o n a l  u s e  a n d  the s t a t e ' s  e c o n o m i c  w e l l - b e i n g .

C O P I E S  of t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be s e n t  to t h e  H o n o r a b l e  C h a r l e s  W. 

D u n c a n ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  E n e r g y ;  a n d  to t he  H o n o r a b l e  T e d  S t e v e n s  a n d  th e
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Honorable Mike Gravel, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U.S. 

Representative, members of the Alaska delegation In Congress.
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