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O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r : R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  O f f ered: 3 / 3 1 / 8 0
R e f e r r e d :  R u l e s

IN  T H E  H O U S E  BY T H E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E

CS FOR H O U S E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 85 

IN T HE  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

E n d o r s i n g  a c o n s e r v a t i v e  a p p r o a c h  by 

th e N o r t h  P ac i f i c  F i s h e r y  M a n a g e m e n t  

C o u n c i l  in the m a n a g e m e n t  of the 

o f f s h o r e  h e r r i n g  f is he r y  n or th o f  56 

d e g r e e s  n o rt h  latitude.

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T HE  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  the o v e r a l l  q u a l i t y  of r e s e a r c h  data r e l a t i n g  to the o f f s h o r e  

h e r r i n g  f i s h e r y  n o r t h  of 56 d e g r e e s  n o r t h  l a ti t u d e  is o n l y  fair to poor: and 

W H E R E A S  da ta  r e l a t i n g  to o f f s h o r e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  and m i g r a t i o n  p a t t e r n s  of 

h e r r i n g  is not a v a i l a b l e :  and

W H E R E A S  d e t a i l e d  d a t a  r e l a t i n g  to the c a t c h  of h e r r i n g  per unit of 

e f f o r t  in the o f f s h o r e  h e r r i n g  f i s h e r y  is al so  not a vai lab le:  and

W H E R E A S  the g e n e r a l  a b s e n c e  or i n a d e q u a c y  of da t a  r e l a t i n g  to the 

o f f s h o r e  h e r r i n g  f i s h e r y  m a ke s it i m p o s s i b l e  to e s t a b l i s h  the r e l a t i o n s h i p  

b e t w e e n  t he  i n d i v i d u a l  s p a w n i n g  s to c k s  of h e r r i n g  w h i c h  have b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d  

a l on g  t h e  A l a s k a  c o a s t  and the d o m e s t i c  o f f s h o r e  h e r r i n g  fishery: and

W H E R E A S  i n c i d e n t a l  c a t c h e s  of h e r r i n g  d u r i n g  t r a w l i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  for 

p o l l o c k  i n the B e r i n g  Se a m a y  h a v e  a s i g n i f i c a n t  e f fe c t  on j u v e n i l e  h e r r i n g  

p o p u l a t i o n s :  and

W H E R E A S  the h e r r i n g  s t o c k s  o f f  the A l a s k a  coast h a v e  o n l y  r e c e n t l y  b e g u n  

to r e c o v e r  f r o m  d i s a s t r o u s  o v e r - h a r v e s t i n g  in the p a s t  by f o r e i g n  f i s h e r m e n :  

a n d

W H E R E A S  the p r o t e c t i o n  of s u b s i s t e n c e  u s e s  of h e r r i n g  in Alaska, 

c o n s i d e r i n g  the l a c k  of d a t a  r e l a t i n g  to the o f f s h o r e  h e r r i n g  fishery, 

r e q u i r e s  a c a u t i o u s  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  for o f f s h o r e  h e r r i n g :  and
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WHE R E A S  t h e first goal a n d  o b j e c t i v e  of the N orth P a c i f i c  F i s h e r y 

M a n a g e m e n t  C o u n c i l  for the m a n a g e m e n t  of h e r r i n g  stocks in the fis h e r i es  

c o n s e r v a t i o n  z o n e  is to i m p l e m e n t  a c o n s e r v a t i v e  m a n a g e m e n t  r e g i m e  until 

a d e q u a t e  b i o l o g i c a l  d a t a  and a n a l y s e s  are a v a i l a b le i

BE IT R E S O L V E D  tha t  the A l a s k a  S t a te  L e g i s l a t u r e  s t r o n g l y  e n do r s e s  a 

c o n s e r v a t i v e  a p p r o a c h  by the N o r t h  Pacific F i s h e r y  M a n a g e m e n t  Council in the 

m a n a g e m e n t  of th e o f f s h o r e  h e r r i n g  fish e r y  n o r t h  of 56 d e g r e e s  n o r t h  

l atitude; and be it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  tha t  the N o r t h  Pacific F i sh e r y  M a n a g e m e n t  Council is 

u r g e d  to p r o h i b i t  l a r g e - s c a l e  f i s h i n g  for h e r r i n g  north of 56 d e g r e es  n o rt h  

l a t i t u d e  until f u r t h e r  r e s e a r c h  has b e e n  c o m p l e t e d  r e l a t i n g  to h e r r i n g  stock 

a s s e s s m e n t s  an d the d i s t r i b u t i o n  of h e r r i n g  in the Bering Sea.

C O P I E S  of this r e s o l u t i o n  shall be sent to the N o r t h  P a c i f i c  Fish e r y 

M a n a g e m e n t  Co u n c i l .
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