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IN T H E  H O U S E  BY TH E R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E

H O U S E  JOINT R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 85 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

E n d o r s i n g  a c o n s e r v a t i v e  a p p r o a c h  b y  

the N o r t h  P a c i f i c  F i s h e r y  M a n a g e m e n t  

C o u n c i l  in the m a n a g e m e n t  of the 

o f f s h o r e  h e r r i n g  f i s h e r y  n o r t h  of 56 

d e g r e e s  n o r t h  latitude.

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  the o v e r a l l  qual i t y  of r e s e a r c h  dat a  r e l a t i n g  to the o f f s h o r e  

herring f i s h e r y  n o r t h  of 56 d e g re e s  north l a t i t u d e  is o n l y  fair to poor; an d 

W H E R E A S  dat a r e l a t i n g  to o f f s h o r e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  and m i g r a t i o n  p a t t e r n s  of 

herring is not a v a i l a b l e ;  and

W H E R E A S  d e t a i l e d  d ata r e l a t i n g  to the c a t c h  of h e r r i n g  per u n i t  of 

effort in the o f f s h o r e  h e r r i n g  f i s h e r y  is a l s o  not avai l a b l e;  a n d

W H E R E A S  the g e n e r a l  a b s e n c e  or i n a d e q u a c y  of data r e l a t i n g  to the 

offshore h e r r i n g  f i s h e r y  makes it i m p o s s i b l e  to e s t a b l i s h  the r e l a t i o n s h i p  

between the i n d i v i d u a l  s p a w n i n g  stocks of h e r r i n g  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d  

along the A l a s k a  c oast and the d o m e s t i c  o f f s h o r e  h e r r i n g  f i s he r y ;  and

W H E R E A S  i n c i d e n t a l  catches of h e r r i n g  d u r i n g  t r a w l i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  for 

pollock in the B e r i n g  Sea may h a v e  a s i g n i f i c a n t  ef f ec t  on j u v e n i l e  h e r r i n g  

populations; a n d

WHEREAS the herring stocks off the Alaska coast have only recently begun 

to recover from disastrous over-harvesting in the past by foreign fishermen; 

and

WHEREAS the State of Alaska has given its highest priority to the sub­

s i s t e n c e  use of fish and game resources among all beneficial uses; and 

WHEREAS the protection of subsistence uses of herring in Alaska,

-1- HJR 85

Introduced: 3/26/80
Referred: Resources



1

2

3

4

6

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

c o n s i d e r i n g  the l a c k  of d a t a  r e l a t i n g  to th e  o f f s h o r e  h e r r i n g  f i s h e r y ,  

r e q u i r e s  a c a u t i o u s  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  for o f f s h o r e  h e r r i n g ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  f i r s t  g oal a n d  o b j e c t i v e  of t h e  N o r t h  P a c i f i c  F i s h e r y  

M a n a g e m e n t  C o u n c i l  for the m a n a g e m e n t  o f  h e r r i n g  s t o c k s  in the f i s h e r i e s  

c o n s e r v a t i o n  z on e  is to i m p l e m e n t  a c o n s e r v a t i v e  m a n a g e m e n t  r e g i m e  u n t i l  

a d e q u a t e  b i o l o g i c a l  d a t a  a n d  a n a l y s e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e ;

B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  th e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  s t r o n g l y  e n d o r s e s  a 

c o n s e r v a t i v e  a p p r o a c h  by t h e  N o r t h  P a c i f i c  F i s h e r y  M a n a g e m e n t  C o u n c i l  in t h e  

m a n a g e m e n t  of the o f f s h o r e  h e r r i n g  f i s h e r y  n o r t h  o f  56 d e g r e e s  n o r t h  

l a t i t u d e ;  a n d  be it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  tha t  t h e  N o r t h  P a c i f i c  F i s h e r y  M a n a g e m e n t  C o u n c i l  is 

u r g e d  to p r o h i b i t  l a r g e - s c a l e  f i s h i n g  for h e r r i n g  n o r t h  o f  56 d e g r e e s  n o r t h  

l a t i t u d e  u n t i l  f u r t h e r  r e s e a r c h  has b e e n  c o m p l e t e d  r e l a t i n g  to h e r r i n g  s t o c k  

a s s e s s m e n t s  a n d  the d i s t r i b u t i o n  of h e r r i n g  in th e  B e r i n g  Sea.

C O P I E S  o f  thi s  r e s o l u t i o n  shall be s ent to t h e  N o r t h  P a c i f i c  F i s h e r y  

M a n a g e m e n t  C o u n c i l .
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