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BY H U R L B E R T ,  H A L F O R D ,  A N D E R S O N ,  
B A R N E S ,  B R O W N ,  F R E E M A N ,  F U L L E R ,  
H A U G E N ,  H A Y E S ,  M c K I N N O N , M A L O N E ,  
M A R T I N ,  M I L E S ,  M I L L E R ,  M O N T G O M E R Y ,  
M O S S ,  M U N S O N ,  O S T E R B A C K ,  R A N D O L P H ,  

IN T H E  H O U S E  R O G E R S ,  Z H A R O F F  A N D  G A R D I N E R

H O U S E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 70 a m  S 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to o p e r a t i o n s  at b u s h  a i r ­

p o r t s  in A l a s k a .

B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

W H E R E A S  t he  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  is t h e  l a r g e s t  a n d  m o s t  s p a r s e l y  p o p u l a t e d  

s t a t e  in t h e  Union, w i t h  n u m e r o u s  s m a l l  c o m m u n i t i e s  b r o a d l y  d i s p e r s e d ;  a n d  

W H E R E A S  t hese c o m m u n i t i e s  t y p i c a l l y  h a v e  n o  r o a d s  or o t h e r  s u r f a c e  

a c c e s s  to n e i g h b o r i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  o r  to r e g i o n a l  p o p u l a t i o n  c e n t e r s  f o r  t h e i r  

b a s i c  n e e d s ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t hese c o m m u n i t i e s  a r e  n e c e s s a r i l y  d e p e n d e n t  o n  a v i a t i o n  f o r  al l 

a s p e c t s  o f  t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e  as w e l l  a s  for t h e i r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  w i t h  th e 

o u t s i d e  w o r l d ;  an d

W H E R E A S  the v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e s e  c o m m u n i t i e s  d e p e n d  o n  a v i a t i o n  s e r­

v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  f r o m  s m a l l ,  p r e d o m i n a t e l y  u n i m p r o v e d  a i r s t r i p s  r a n g i n g  f r o m  

1 4 0 0  to 2 5 0 0  feet i n  l e n g t h ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  r e m a r k a b l e  a d v a n c e s  i n  a v i a t i o n  t e c h n o l o g y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in s h o r t  

t a k e o f f  a n d  l a n d i n g  (S T O L )  e q u i p m e n t  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  in the p a s t  f e w  y e a r s ;  

a n d

WHEREAS certain regulations of the Federal Aviation Administration 

Adopted in 1952 have not been revised to take into consideration current STOL 

technology and capabilities; and

WHEREAS these regulations establish an arbitrary gross aircraft weight 

o f  12,500 pounds for operations o n  bush airstrips in A l a s k a ;  and

WHEREAS the regulations largely prohibit ST O L  aircraft from operation on 

the very airfields for which they were designed; and

WHEREAS the permission to utilize STOL equipment on bu s h  airstrips in
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A l a s k a  w o u l d  g r e a t l y  e n h a n c e  s e r v i c e  to the r u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  b y  p r o v i d i n g  

f o r  t h e  m o r e  r e g u l a r  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e l i v e r y  o f  c a r g o  too l a r g e  o r  too 

h e a v y  t o  b e  f i t t e d  i nto th e  a i r c r a f t  p r e s e n t l y  u s e d ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  e f f i c i e n c y  a n d  c a p a b i l i t y  of the u s e  o f  S T O L  

a i r c r a f t  w o u l d  a c h i e v e ,  a m o n g  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  a s u b s t a n t i a l ,  a n d  a s u b s t a n­

t i a l l y  n e e d e d ,  i n c r e a s e  in the q u a l i t y  o f  l ife f o r  the r e s i d e n t s  o f  the 

r e m o t e  N a t i v e  v i l l a g e s  o f  A l a s k a ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  u s e  o f  S T O L  a i r c r a f t  w o u l d  h e l p  the 38 c o m m u n i t i e s  in A l a s k a  

t h a t  a r e  p r e s e n t l y  s u f f e r i n g  a s u b s t a n t i a l  loss in the c a p a b i l i t y  to g e n e r a t e  

e l e c t r i c i t y  a n d  h e a t  b e c a u s e  o f  d i f f i c u l t y  in o b t a i n i n g  o i l i n t o  the c o m m u n i­

ti e s  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  b e c a u s e  o f  the i n a b i l i t y  o f  s m a l l e r  a i r c r a f t  to e f f i­

c i e n t l y  t r a n s p o r t  oil; a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  G o v e r n o r  of A l a s k a  h a s  r e c o m m e n d e d  to the A d m i n i s t r a t o r  of 

t h e  F e d e r a l  A v i a t i o n  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b y  l e t t e r  o f  J a n u a r y  24, 1980, that 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b e  g i v e n  to r e q u e s t s  f o r  e x e m p t i o n s  f r o m  the r e g u l a t i o n s  to 

r e s o l v e  t h e  m a t t e r  a n d  to p r o v i d e  a s s i s t a n c e  to the r u r a l  A l a s k a n  c o m m u n i­

tie s ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  e x e m p t i o n  f r o m  r e g u l a t i o n  14 C. F . R .  s e c t i o n  1 3 5 . 3 8 5 ( b )  a n d  (c) 

o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  A v i a t i o n  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w o u l d  e n a b l e  o p e r a t i o n  of  s u c h  a i r­

c r a f t  as t h e  C A R I B O U ,  C A S A  212, a n d  s i m i l a r  a i r c r a f t  to s e r v e  the r e m o t e  

a r e a s  o f  t h e  state; a n d

W H E R E A S  f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b y  the A d m i n i s t r a t o r  o f  the F e d e r a l  

A v i a t i o n  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  to a r e q u e s t  for e x p e d i t e d  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  the 

r e q u e s t  u n d e r  14 C . F . R .  s e c t i o n s  1 1 . 2 5 ( b ) ( 1 )  a n d  1 1 . 2 7  w o u l d  e n a b l e  s e r v i c e

to b e g i n  e a r l i e r  t h a n  m i g h t  o t h e r w i s e  b e  p o s s i b l e ;

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  that t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  o f

t h e  F e d e r a l  A v i a t i o n  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  is u r g e d  to g i v e  p r o m p t  a n d  f a v o r a b l e  

a c t i o n  to  t h e  r e q u e s t s  t h a t  S T O L  f r e i g h t  a i r c r a f t  b e  l i c e n s e d  f o r  u s e  at 

r e m o t e  A l a s k a n  a i r s t r i p s .
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C O P I E S  of  this r e s o l u t i o n  s h al l  be  se n t  to the H o n o r a b l e  J i m m y  Cart e r , 

P r esident o f  the U n i t e d  States; to the H o n o r a b l e  L a n g h o m e  M. Bond, A d m i n i s­

trator o f  the F e d e r a l  A v i a t i o n  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  an d  to the H o n o r a b l e  T e d  

5tevens a n d  the H o n o r a b l e  M i k e  Gravel, U. S. S e n a t o r s  a n d  the H o n o r a b l e  D o n  

ifoung, U. S. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m e m b e r s  o f  the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in C o n g r e s s .

-3- HJR 70 am S


