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Introduced: 2/18/80
Referred: Commerce

B Y  H U R L B E R T ,H A L F O R D ,A N D E R S O N , 
B A R N E S ,B R O W N ,F R E E M A N ,F U L L E R , 

H A U G E N ,H A Y E S ,M C K I N N O N ,M A L O N E , 
M A R T I N , M I L E S ,M I L L E R ,M O N T G O M E R Y , 
M O S S ,M U N S O N ,O S T E R B A C K ,R A N D O L P H , 

IN  T H E  H O U S E  R O G E R S ,Z H A R O F F  A N D  G A R D I N E R

H O U S E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO .  70 

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  t o  o p e r a t i o n s  at b u s h  a i r­

po r t s  in A l a s k a .

B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

W H E R E A S  t h e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a  is the l a r g e s t  a n d  m o s t  s p a r s e l y  p o p u l a t e d  

s t a t e  in t h e  Un i o n ,  w i t h  n u m e r o u s  s m a l l  c o m m u n i t i e s  b r o a d l y  d i s p e r s e d !  a n d  

W H E R E A S  t h e s e  c o m m u n i t i e s  t y p i c a l l y  h av e  no r o a d s  or o t h e r  s u r f a c e  

a c c e s s  to n e i g h b o r i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  or to r e g i o n a l  p o p u l a t i o n  c e n t e r s  for t h e i r  

b a s i c  n e e d s ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e s e  c o m m u n i t i e s  a r e  n e c e s s a r i l y  d e p e n d e n t  on a v i a t i o n  for all 

a s p e c t s  o f  t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e  as w e l l  as for their c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  w i t h  the 

o u t s i d e  w o r l d i  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e s e  c o m m u n i t i e s  d e p e n d  o n  a v i a t i o n  s e r­

v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  f r o m  s m a l l ,  p r e d o m i n a t e l y  u n i m p r o v e d  a i r s t r i p s  r a n g i n g  f r o m  

1 4 0 0  t o  2 5 0 0  f e e t  in leng t h ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  r e m a r k a b l e  a d v a n c e s  in a v i a t i o n  t e c h n o l o g y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in s h o r t  

t a k e o f f  a n d  l a n d i n g  (ST0L) e q u i p m e n t  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  in the p a s t  f e w  yea r s ; 

a n d

W H E R E A S  c e r t a i n  r e g u l a t i o n s  of the F e d e r a l  A v i a t i o n  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

a d o p t e d  i n  1 9 5 2  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  r e v i s e d  to tak e  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  c u r r e n t  S T O L  

t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  c a p a b i l i t i e s ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  e s t a b l i s h  an a r b i t r a r y  g r o s s  a i r c r a f t  w e i g h t  

o f  1 2 , 5 0 0  p o u n d s  fo r  o p e r a t i o n s  o n  b u s h  a i r s t r i p s  i n  A l a s k a ;  an d

W H E R E A S  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  l a r g e l y  p r o h i b i t  S T O L  a i r c r a f t  f r o m  o p e r a t i o n  o n  

t h e  v e r y  a i r f i e l d s  f o r  w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e  d e s i g n e d ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  u t i l i z e  S T O L  e q u i p m e n t  o n  b u s h  a i r s t r i p s  in
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A l a s k a  w o u l d  g r e a t l y  e n h a n c e  service to the rural c o m m u n i t i e s  by providing 

for the m o r e  r e g u l a r  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e l i v e r y  of c ar g o  too large or too 

h e a v y  to be f i t t e d  i n t o  the a i r c r a f t  p r e s e n t l y  usedi and

W H E R E A S  the i n c r e a s e d  e f f i c i e n c y  a n d  c a p a b i l i t y  of the use of STOL 

a i r c r a f t  w o u l d  a c h i e v e ,  a m o n g  other things, a s u b s t a n t i a l ,  a n d  a s u b s t a n­

ti a l l y  n e e d e d ,  i n c r e a s e  in the q u a l i t y  of life for the r e s i d e n t s  of the 

r e m o t e  N a t i v e  v i l l a g e s  of Alaska; and

W H E R E A S  the u s e  of S T O L  a i r c r a f t  w o u l d  help the 38 c o m m u n i t i e s  in Ala s k a  

that a r e  p r e s e n t l y  s u f f e r i n g  a s u b s t a n t i a l  loss in the c a p a b i l i t y  to g e n e ra t e  

e l e c t r i c i t y  and h e a t  b e c a u s e  of d i f f i c u l t y  in o b t a i n i n g  oil i n t o  the c o m m u n i­

ties d u r i n g  the w i n t e r  b e c a u s e  of the i n a b i l i t y  of smal l e r  a i r c r a f t  to e f f i­

c i e n t l y  t r a n s p o r t  oil; and

W H E R E A S  the G o v e r n o r  of Al a s k a  has r e c o m m e n d e d  to the A d m i n i s t r a t o r  of 

the F e d e r a l  A v i a t i o n  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  by letter of J a n u a r y  24, 1980, that 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  be g i v e n  to r eq u e s t s  for e x e m p t i o n s  from  the r e g u l ations to 

r e s o l v e  the m a t t e r  a n d  to p r o v i d e  a s s i s t a n c e  to the r ural A l a s k a n  c o m m u n i­

ties; a n d

W H E R E A S  e x e m p t i o n  from r e g u l a t i o n  14 C.F.R. s e c t i o n  135.385(b) and (c) 

of th e  F e d e r a l  A v i a t i o n  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w o u l d  en a bl e  o p e r a t i o n  of such a i r­

cr a f t  as the C AR I B O U ,  CA S A  212, a n d  s i m i l a r  a i r c r a f t  to serve the remote 

a r e a s  of the state; a n d

W H E R E A S  f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  by the A d m i n i s t r a t o r  of the Federal 

A v i a t i o n  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  to a r e q u e s t  for e x p e d i t e d  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of the 

r e q u e s t  u n d e r  14 C . F . R .  s e c t i o n s  1 1 . 2 5 ( b ) ( 1 )  and 1 1.27 w o u l d  e n a b l e  service 

to b e g i n  e a r l i e r  t h a n  m i g h t  o t h e r w i s e  be p o s s i b l e;

BE  I T  R E S O L V E D  b y  the A l a s k a  S ta t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  that the A d m i n i s t r a t o r  of 

the F e d e r a l  A v i a t i o n  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  is u r g e d  to giv e  p r o m p t  an d f a vorable 

a c t i o n  to the r e q u e s t s  t hat S T O L  a i r c r a f t  b e  l i c ensed for use at remote 

a i r s t r i p s .
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C O P I E S  o f  this r e s o l u t i o n  shall be s ent to the H o n o r a b l e  J i m m y  C a r t e r , 

P r e s i d e n t  of th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e sj  to the H o n o r a b l e  L a n g h o r n e  M. Bond, A d m i n i s­

tr a t o r  of the Fede ra l  A v i a t i o n  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  an d  to the H o n o r a b l e  Te d 

St e v e n s  and the H o n o r a b l e  M i k e  Gravel, U. S. S e n a t o r s  and t h e  H o n o r a b l e  Do n  

Young, U. S. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m e m b e r s  of the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in C o n g r e s s .
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