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O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s :  D u n c a n  a n d  M i l l e r O f f e r e d :  5 / 2 0 / 8 0

IN T H E  H O U S E BY T H E  R U L E S  C O M M I T T E E

S E N A T E  CS FOR S P O N S O R  S U B S T I T U T E  FO R  H O U S E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 66

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to the u p g r a d i n g  of the

W h i t e  Pass ft Y u k o n  Route.

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF ALAS K A :

W H E R E A S  the W h i t e  Pas s  ft Y u k o n  R o u t e  is a n a r r o w  g a u g e  r a i l r o a d  w h i c h  

has, s i n c e  the n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  l i n k e d  S k a g w a y  to W h i t e h o r s e ,  Y u k o n  T e r r i­

tory, C a n a d a ;  a n d

W H E K E A S  the W h i t e  Pas s  ft Y u k o n  R o u t e  is of w o r l d - w i d e  h i s t o r i c a l  i n­

t e r e s t  a n d  is in fact  on e  o f  the f e w  n a r r o w  g a u g e  r a i l r o a d s  still in e x i s­

te n c e ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  the W h i t e  P ass & Y u k o n  R o u t e  is one of N o r t h  A m e r i c a ' s  p r e m i e r  

t o u r i s t  a t t r a c t i o n s  and is h e a v i l y  used, c o n t r i b u t i n g  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  to the 

e c o n o m i e s  of b o t h  C a n a d a  a n d  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;  and

W H E R E A S  the W h i t e  Pas s  & Y u k o n  R o u t e  p r o v i d e s  d i r e c t  e m p l o y m e n t  for 159 

A l a s k a n s  in S k a g w a y  and 54 C a n a d i a n s  in W h i t e h o r s e  as well as m a n y  o t h e r  jobs 

in i n d i r e c t  e m p l o y m e n t  in b o t h  citi e s ;  an d

W H E R E A S  the v a l u e  of t h e  payr o l l  tot a l s  m o r e  t h a n  five an d  o n e - h a l f  

m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  in S k a g w a y  a n d  an e v e n  h i g h e r  a m o u n t  in W h i t e h o r s e ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  the  W h i t e  P a s s  & Y u k o n  R o u t e  has p r o v i d e d  in the past, a n d  c ould  

b e  c a l l e d  u p o n  to p r o v i d e  in the futu r e , a vital e m e r g e n c y  link d u r i n g  times 

o f  n a t i o n a l  e m e r g e n c y ;  a n d

WHEREAS th e  W h i t e  P a s s  & Y u k o n  R o u t e  h a s  n e v e r  r e c e i v e d  a p e n n y  of 

s u b s i d y  f r o m  e i t h e r  of th e  n a t i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  w h o s e  p e o p l e s  it serve s ;  an d 

WHEREAS, a l t h o u g h  f a c i n g  s e v e r e  e c o n o m i c  d i f f i c u l t i e s  at the p r e s e n t  

ti m e ,  t h e  r a i l r o a d  is no t  r e q u e s t i n g  a s u b s i d y ;  an d

WHEREAS t h e  p r e s e n t  f i n a n c i a l  c o n d i t i o n  o f  the W h i t e  P a s s  & Y u k o n
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C o r p o r a t i o n  , Ltd., h a s  b e e n  c a u s e d  in part b y  c o m p e t i t i o n  with  a n e w  h i g h w a y  

w h i c h  the S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  w a n t e d  a n d  con s tr u c t e d ;  a n d

W H E R K A S  the C a n a d i a n  T r a n s p o r t  C o m m i s s i o n  has d e v e l o p e d  a f e a s i b l e  p l a n  

of w e l l - s e c u r e d  loans f r o m  the A m e r i c a n  and C a n a d i a n  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  d e s i g n e d  to 

s t r e n g t h e n  a n d  s t a b i l i z e  the co m p a n y ;

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  b y  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  that the C a n a d i a n  g o v e r n­

m e n t  is r e s p e c t f u l l y  u r g e d  to p r o v i d e  a $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  n o - i n t e r e s t  loan to the 

W h i t e  Pas s  & Y u k o n  R o u t e  to be u s e d  to u p g r a d e  the rai l ro a d ,  in c o o p e r a t i o n  

w i t h  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  g o v e r n m e n t ,  as was r ec e n t l y  p r o p o s e d  by the C a n a d i a n  

T r a n s p o r t  C o m m i s s i o n .

C O P I E S  of this r e s o l u t i o n  shall be sent to the R i g h t  H o n o r a b l e  P i e r r e  

T r u d e a u .  P r im e  M i n i s t e r  of C a n a d a ;  the H o n o r a b l e  G i l l e s  L a m o n t a g n e ,  M i n i s t e r  

o f  N a t i o n a l  D e f ence; the H o n o r a b l e  J e a n - L u c  Pepin, M i n i s t e r  of T r a n s p o r t ;  the 

H o n o r a b l e  J o h n  Mu n r o ,  M i n i s t e r  of Indian Affai r s  a n d  N o r t h e r n  D e v e l o p m e n t ;  

t h e  H o n o r a b l e  W. R. Bennett, P r e m i e r  of the P r o v i n c e  of B r i t i s h  Co l u m b i a ,  a n d  

t h e  H o n o r a b l e  Eric N i e l s on ,  C o m m i s s i o n e r  of the Y u k o n  Terr it o r y .
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