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1 I N  T H E  H O U S E  BY D U N C A N  A N D  M I L L E R

S P O N S O R  S U B S T I T U T E  FOR H O U S E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 66 

IN TH E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to th e  u p g r a d i n g  of the 

W h i t e  Pass & Y u k o n  R o u t e .

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  the W h i t e  P a s s  & Y u k o n  R o u t e  is a n a r r o w  g auge r a i l r o a d  w h i c h

has, s i n c e  the n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  l i n k e d  S k a g w a y  to W h i t e h o r s e ,  Y u k o n  T e r r i­

tory, C a n a d a ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  the W h i t e  P a s s  & Y u k o n  R o u t e  is of w o r l d - w i d e  h i s t o r i c a l  i n­

ter e s t  a n d  is in fact on e  of the f e w  n a r r o w  g a u g e  r a i l r o a d s  s t i l l  in e x i s­

tence; a n d

W H E R E A S  the W h i t e  P a s s  & Y u k o n  R o u t e  is one of N o r t h  A m e r i c a ' s  p r e m i e r  

t o u r i s t  a t t r a c t i o n s  and is h e a v i l y  used, c o n t r i b u t i n g  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  to the 

e c o n o m i e s  of b o t h  C a n a d a  a n d  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;  and

W H E R E A S  the W h i t e  P a s s  & Y u k o n  R o u t e  p r o v i d e s  d i r e c t  e m p l o y m e n t  for 159 

A l a s k a n s  in S k a g w a y  and 54 C a n a d i a n s  in W h i t e h o r s e  as w e l l  as m a n y  o t h e r  j o b s  

in i n d i r e c t  e m p l o y m e n t  in b o t h  c i t i e s;  an d

W H E R E A S  t h e  v a l u e  o f  the p a y r o l l  t o t a l s  m o r e  t han f i v e  an d  o n e - h a l f

m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  in S k a g w a y  and an e v e n  h i g h e r  a m o u n t  in W h i t e h o r s e  in d i r e c t  

p a y m e n t  to e m p l o y e e s  a l o n e ;  and

W H E R E A S  th e  W h i t e  P a s s  & Y u k o n  R o u t e  h a s  p r o v i d e d  in t h e  past, and c o u l d  

be c a l l e d  u p o n  to p r o v i d e  in the future, a v i t a l  e m e r g e n c y  link d u r i n g  t imes 

of n a t i o n a l  e m e r g e n c y ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  W h i t e  P a s s  & Y u k o n  R o u t e  h a s  n e v e r  r e c e i v e d  a p e n n y  of 

s u b s i d y  f r o m  e i t h e r  of t h e  n a t i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  w h o s e  p e o p l e s  it serves; a n d  

W H E R E A S ,  a l t h o u g h  f a c i n g  s e v e r e  e c o n o m i c  d i f f i c u l t i e s  at the p r e s e n t  

time, t h e  r a i l r o a d  is n o t  r e q u e s t i n g  a s u b s i d y ;  a n d
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WH E R E A S  the C a n a d i a n  T r a n s p o r t  C o m m i s s i o n  has d e v e l o p e d  a feasible p lan 

of w e l l - s e c u r e d  loans f r o m  the A m e r i c a n  an d  C a n a d i a n  gove r n m e n t s,  d e s i g n e d  to 

s t r e n g t h e n  and s t a b i l i z e  the company;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  b y  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  that the C a n ad i a n  g o v e r n­

ment is r e s p e c t f u l l y  u r g e d  to p r o v i d e  a $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  n o - i n t e r e s t  loan to the

W h i t e  Pass & Y u k o n  R o u t e  to be u sed to u p g r a d e  the r a i lroad, in c o o p e r a t i o n  

w i t h  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  g o v e r n me n t ,  as was r e c e n t l y  p r o p o s e d  by the C a n a d i a n  

T r a n s p o r t  Comrnission; and be it

F URTHER R E S O L V E D  that the o r i g i n a l  n a r r o w  g a u g e r a il b e d  be left in place

an d  p r e served for its h i s t o r i c  value.

COPIES of this r e s o l u t i o n  shall be sent to the Right Ho norable P i e r r e  

Tr u deau, Prime M i n i s t e r  of Canada; the H o n o r a b l e  Gilles L amontagne, M i n i s t e r  

of National D e f e n c e ;  the H o n o r a b l e  J e a n - L u c  Pepin, M i n i s t e r  of Tr a n s p o r t ;  the 

H o n o r a b l e  J o h n  Munro, M i n i s t e r  of Ind i a n  Affairs and N o r t h e r n  Deve l o p m e n t;  

th e  H o n or a b l e  W. R. Bennett, P r e m i e r  of the P r o v i n c e  of British Columbia, and 

th e  H o n o r a b l e  Eric Nielson, C o m m i s s i o n e r  of the Y uk o n  Territ o r y .
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