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Introduced: 2/13/80
Referred: Judiciary

IN T H E  H O U S E  8Y B E I R N E

H O U S E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 63 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

R e q u e s t i n g  the S e c r e t a r y  of the 

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r­

tat i o n  to revise the s t a n d a r d  time 

zones in w h i c h  A l a s k a  is located.

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

WHEREAS, alone a m o n g  the 50 states, A l a s k a  spans four time zones; there 

is a t h r e e - h o u r  time d i f f e r e n t i a l  b e t w e e n  K e t c h i k a n  a n d  Nome; a n d

W H E R E A S ,  h i s t o r i c a l l y ,  the l o c a t i o n of S o u t h e a s t e r n  A l a s k a  in the 

P a c i f i c  S t a n d a r d  Time Zon e  s tems f r o m  t e r r i t o r i a l  days w h e n  S o u t h e a s t e r n ' s  

o r i e n t a t i o n - - c o m m e r c e  an d  finance, t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  g o v e r n m e n t  and o t h e r  

social a n d  e c o n o m i c  c o n t a c t s - - w a s  p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  Se a ttle; and

W H E R E A S  from the s t a n d p o i n t  of g e o g r a p h y  m o s t  of S o u t h e a s t e r n  A l a s k a  

a c t u a l l y  is located b e t w e e n  or a d j a c e n t  to t hose m e r i d i a n s  of l o n g i t u d e  w e s t  

of G r e e n w i c h  d e s i g n a t e d  as the Y u k o n  S t a n d a r d  T i m e  Z one rat h er  t h a n  in those 

d e s i g n a t e d  as the P a c i f i c  S t a n d a r d  T i m e  Zone; and

W H E R E A S  S o u t h e a s t e r n ' s  pr e s e n t  locus in the w e s t e r n m o s t  and n o r t h e r n m o s t  

segment of the P a c i f i c  S t a n d a r d  T i m e  Zone d i s t o r t s  the time for s u n r i s e  a n d  

s unset the year a r o u n d  b y  c o m p a r i s o n  to o t h e r  a reas w i t h i n  the sam e  time 

z o n e ; a n d

WHEKEAS the Secretary of Transportation has considered and approved the 

transfer of a portion of Southeastern Alaska into the Yukon Standard Time 

Zone t and

WHEREAS the present two-hour time differential between Southeastern 

Alaska and Anchorage, Fairbanks, and the communities of the Kenai Peninsula 

and Prince William Sound creates confusion and difficulty in achieving and
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m a i n t a i n i n g  so u n d  c o m m e r c i a l ,  e f f i c i e n t  g o v e r n m e n t ,  and s a t i s f y i n g  p e r s o n a l  

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ;  and

W H E R E A S  the e l i m i n a t i o n  of this time d i f f e r e n t i a l  b e t w e e n  the s t a t e  

c a p i t a l  in S o u t h e a s t e r n  A l a s k a  a n d  c e n t e r s  o f  p o p u l a t i o n ,  f i n a n c e ,  t r a d e  and 

c o m m e r c e  in S o u t h c e n t r a l  a n d  I n t e r i o r  A l a s k a  w o u l d  r e s o l v e  o n e  of A l a s k a ' s  

m ost c o m p e l l i n g  ne e d s ,  th e  e l i m i n a t i o n  of a r t i f i c i a l  b a r r i e r s  that i m p a i r  

e f f o r t s  to impr o v e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  thus w e l d i n g  t o g e t h e r  th e  w i d e l y  s c a t t e r e d  

p o p u l a t i o n  cent e r s  of t h i s  vast and v a r i e d  s t a t e  a n d  b r i n g i n g  s t a t e  g o v e r n­

ment c l o s e r  to all the p e o p l e  of Alaska; a n d

W H E R E A S  " with due  r e g a r d  to the c o n v e n i e n c e  of c o m m e r c e  and the j u n c t i o n  

and d i v i s i o n  po i n t s  of c o m m o n  c a r r i e r s  e n g a g e d  in i n t e r s t a t e  and f o r e i gn  

c o m m e r c e , "  the t r a n s f e r  of S o u t h e a s t e r n  A l a s k a  an d  C e n t r a l  Al a s k a  to the 

Y u k o n  S t a n d a r d  T i m e  Z o n e  w o u l d  fo s t e r  " a d h e r e n c e  to a g r e a t e r  u n i f o r m i t y  of 

time" w i t h i n  the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  and p l a c e  m o s t  A l a s k a n s  o n  an i d e n t i c a l  t i m e  

s c h e d u l e  that w o u l d  n o t  i n c o n v e n i e n c e  t h e  t r a v e l e r , the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n d u s­

try, or  o ther c o m m e r c i a l  e n t e r p r i s e  w i t h  i m p o r t a n t  c o n n e c t i o n s  b o t h  in A l a s k a  

and t h e  " l o w e r  48"; a n d

W H E R E A S  f e d e r a l  l a w  (15 U.S.C. s e cs .  260  - 261, 266, and 267; 49 U . S . C .  

sec. 1 6 5 5 ( e ) (5 ) )  r e g u l a t e s  the time o n  w h i c h  all f e d e r a l  o f f i c e s  an d  c o m m o n  

c a r r i e r s  e n g a g e d  in i n t e r s t a t e  a n d  f o r e i g n  c o m m e r c e  o p e r a t e  a n d  g r a n t s  to the 

S e c r e t a r y  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  the a u t h o r i t y  to r e d e f i n e  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  of t i m e  

z o n e s that s e r v e  t h e  e n t i r e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  t hat the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  r e q u e s t s  the S e c r e t a r y  

of th e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  to r e d e f i n e  the b o u n d a r i e s  of the t i m e  

z o n e s  in w h i c h  A l a s k a  is loca t e d at t h e  e a r l i e s t  d a t e  p o s s i b l e  b y

(1) s h i f t i n g  those a r e a s  l o c a t e d  in the A l a s k a  S t a n d a r d  T i m e  Z o n e  

and the Pacific Standard Ti m e  Z o n e  i n t o  the Y u k o n  S t a n d a r d  T i m e  Zone; a n d

(2) maintaining the one-hour time d i f f e r e n t i a l  b e t w e e n  the t i m e  

zone to be established and the existing Bering S t a n d a r d  T i m e  Z o n e  by o r d e r i n g
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t h a t  s t a n d a r d  t i m e  be a d v a n c e d  b y  o n e  h o u r  in the B e r i n g  S t a n d a r d  T i m e  Zone; 

a n d  be it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o n g r e s s  is r e q u e s t e d  to a m e n d  

15 U . S . C .  sec. 2 6 3  to r e d e s i g n a t e  the t i m e  in the n e w l y  c r e a t e d  s t a n d a r d  t i m e  

z o n e  as A l a s k a  S t a n d a r d  T i m e .

C O P I E S  o f  thi s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be s e n t  to the H o n o r a b l e  N eil 

G o l d s c h m i d t ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  the D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ;  a n d  to th e  H o n o r­

a b l e  T e d  S t e v e n s  a n d  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  M i k e  G r a v e l ,  U. S. S e n a t o r s ,  an d  the 

H o n o r a b l e  D o n  Yo u n g , U. S. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m e m b e r s  of the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  

in C o n g r e s s .
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