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IN T H E  H O U S E  BY T H E  C O M M E R C E  C O M M I T T E E

H O U S E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 50 

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to p r o p o s e d  F A A  r e g u l a t i o n s  

r e g a r d i n g  the s e c u r i t y  of air taxi 

o p e r a t o r s .

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  the federal A v i a t i o n  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  is p r o p o s i n g  to a d o p t  r e g u­

lations r e l a t i n g  to the s e c u r i t y  of air taxi o p e r a t o r s  f r o m  c r i m i n a l  v i o l e n c e  

a n d  air p i r a c y ;  and

W H E R E A S  t h e se  r e g u l a t i o n s  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  a n  air taxi o p e r a t o r  to d e v e l o p  

a n d  submit in w r i t i n g  for F A A  a p p r o v a l  a s e c u r i t y  p r o g r a m  u n d e r  w h i c h ,  at a 

m i n i m u m ,  the a i r  taxi o p e r a t o r  w o u l d  be r e q u i r e d  to

(1) r e qu i r e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of all e n p l a n i n g  p a s s e n g e r s  an d  d e t e r­

m i n e  that the p a s s e n g e r s  do n o t  pose a t h r e a t  to the s a f e t y  of the flight;

(2) insure that b a g g a g e  of p a s s e n g e r s  is t r a n s p o r t e d  w i t h  the

p a s s e n g e r ;

(3) contact law e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c i e s  h a v i n g  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  

a i r p o r t s  s e r v e d  by air t a x i  o p e r a t o r s  to a r r a n g e  for a law e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i­

cer to be a v a i l a b l e  at e a c h  a i r p o r t  to r e s p o n d  in the e v e n t  of an i n c i d e n t  

a n d  als o to p r o v i d e  c r e w  m e m b e r s  w i t h  c u r r e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  p r o c e­

dures for o b t a i n i n g  la w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a s s i s t a n c e  at an a i r p o r t ;

(4) require identification from persons other than known shippers 

shipping goods or cargo aboard air taxi aircraft;

(5) conduct a security inspection of each aircraft before placing 

it in service and after it has been left unattended;

(6) prohibit unauthorized access to aircraft; and

WHEREAS these proposed regulations would also require airports served by
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a i r  t a x i  o p e r a t o r s  to s u b m i t  a n d  o b t a i n  FAA a p p r o v a l  of a s e c u r i t y  p r o g r a m  

e n s u r i n g  t h a t  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s  be a v a i l a b l e  to r e s p o n d  to i n c i d e n t s

i n  a n u m b e r  a n d  m a n n e r  j u d g e d  a d e q u a t e  b y  the FAA; a n d

W H E R E A S  these p r o p o s e d  r e g u l a t i o n s  w o u l d  a l s o  r e q u i r e  air t a x i  o p e r a t o r s  

to t r a n s p o r t  f i r e a r m s  of p a s s e n g e r s  in a p a r t  of the a i r c r a f t  i n a c c e s s i b l e  to 

p a s s e n g e r s ,  e x c l u d i n g  the f l i g h t  c r e w  c o m p a r t m e n t ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e s e  p r o p o s e d  r e g u l a t i o n s  w o u l d  a p p l y  to a b o u t  2 2 5  a i r p o r t s  in 

A l a s k a ,  m a n y  of w h i c h  a r e  u n d o u b t e d l y  h u n d r e d s  of m i l e s  f r o m  the l o c a t i o n  of 

a la w  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  to r e q u i r e  r e m o t e  a i r p o r t s  a n d  a i r  t a x i  o p e r a t o r s  u s i n g  t h e s e  

a i r p o r t s  to a r r a n g e  for the r e s p o n s e  of law e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s  in the e v e n t  

o f  a s e c u r i t y  i n c i d e n t  w o u l d  be h i g h l y  i m p r a c t i c a l ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  s p o r t i n g  r i f l e s  a n d  s h o t g u n s  c a n n o t  fit in the c a r g o  c o m p a r t­

m e n t s  of m o s t  a i r c r a f t  o p e r a t e d  b y  air tax i  o p e r a t o r s  in A l a s k a  a n d  m u s t  be 

carried in t h e  p a s s e n g e r  c o m p a r t m e n t ;  an d

W H E R E A S  to p r o h i b i t  u n a u t h o r i z e d  a c c e s s  to a i r  t axi a i r c r a f t  w o u l d

r e q u i r e  i n d o o r  s t o r a g e ,  f e n c i n g ,  or g u a r d s  at p r o h i b i t i v e  e x p e n s e ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  F A A  w i t h  the p r o p o s e d  r e g u l a­

ti o n s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  the i m p e t u s  for the a d o p t i o n  of the r e g u l a t i o n s  a r o s e  

f r o m  c h a n g e s  in F A A  r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  p o l i c i e s  t ha t  r e s u l t e d  in the u s e  b y  ai r 

c o m m u t e r  s e r v i c e s  of a i r c r a f t  w i t h  20 or m o r e  s e a t s  w h i c h  a r e  c a p a b l e  of 

t r a n s p o r t i n g  a h i j a c k e r  to h i s  i n t e n d e d  d e s t i n a t i o n ,  but n o  r a t i o n a l e  is 

p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e  F A A  for i m p o s i n g  s i m i l a r  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o n  th e  o p e r a t o r s  of 

s m a l l  a i r c r a f t  a n d  th e  a i r p o r t s  that s e r v e  t hem; a n d

WHEREAS the practical realities of life in Alaska, in which the air taxi

operator plays a different role than in the rest of the nation, militate

against the commission of the kind of crime these proposed regulations are 

designed to prevent;

BE IT RESOLVED by the Alaska State Legislature that it respectfully
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r e q u e s t s  the F e d e r a l  A v i a t i o n  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  to r e j e c t  the p r o p o s e d  r e g u l a­

tions as t h e y  r e l a t e  to o p e r a t o r s  of sm a l l  a i r p l a n e s  and the a i r p o r t s  that 

s e r v e  them.

A  C O P Y  o f  this r e s o l u t i o n  shall b e  sent to th e  Of f ic e  of the C h i e f  

C o u n s e l ,  F e d e r a l  A v i a t i o n  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .
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