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I n t r od u c e d :  5/4/79
R ef e r r e d : J u d i c i a r y

N T H E  H O U S E  BY  PARR

H O U S E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 49 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

O p p o s i n g  p e n d i n g  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  l egis­

lation l i m i t i n g  or p r e e m p t i n g  the 

p o w e r  of s tate l e g i s l a t u r e s  to p r o­

vide for r e d i s t r i c t i n g  and r e a p p o r­

ti o n m e n t  of C o n g r e s s i o n a l  seats.

IE IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  b i l l s  h a v e  b e e n  i n t r o d u c e d  in C o n g r e s s  that would, if enacted,  

.imit or p r e e m p t  the a u t h o r i t y  of s tate l e g i s l a t u r e s  to p r o v i d e  for the 

: e a p p o r t i o n m e n t  o f  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  d i s t r i c t s  f o l l o w i n g  r e p o r t s  of d e c e n n i a l  

:ensuses; and

W H E R E A S  H.R. 1516, o f f e r e d  by R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Leach, w o u l d  set b a s i c  

'uidelines t h a t  l e g i s l a t u r e s  w o u l d  be r e q u i r e d  to f o l l o w  in p r o v i d i n g  for 

r e d i s t r i c t i n g  a n d  r e a p p o r t i o n m e n t ;  and

W H E R E A S  S. 596 a n d  H.R. 2653, c o m p a n i o n  m e a s u r e s  i n t r o d u c e d  b y  Senat o r s 

D a n forth a n d  H a r t  a n d  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Hanl ey ,  w o u l d  r em o v e  f r o m  s t a t e  l e g i s l a­

tures the a u t h o r i t y  to r e d i s t r i c t  an d  r e a p p o r t i o n  and p l a c e  that a u t h o r i t y  in 

a b i p a r t i s a n  c o m m i s s i o n ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  w h i l e  f e d e r a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  d e s c r i b i n g  the m a n n e r  of C o n g r e s­

sional r e a p p o r t i o n m e n t  a n d  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  w o u l d  h a v e  no ac t ua l  e f f e c t  in 

Alaska w i t h  its s i n g l e  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  dis t r i c t ,  the p r o p o s a l s  c o n s t i t u t e  an 

u n w a r r a n t e d  i n t r u s i o n  b y  the  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  into the rights of t h e  states 

to p r o v i d e  f o r  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  a n d  r e a p p o r t i o n m e n t  b y  t h o s e  m ea n s  w h i c h  a 

s t a t e ' s  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o r  l e g i s l a t u r e  p r o v i d e s ,  s u b j e c t  to f e d e r a l c o n s t i t u­

ti o n a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s ;

B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  b y  th e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t hat it o p p o s e s  H.R. 1 5 1 6 , |
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H.R. 2653, a n d  S. 596, a9 i n t r o d u c e d ,  and u r g e s  C o n g r e s s  not to enact l e g i s­

lation r e s t r i c t i n g  or p r e e m p t i n g  the a u t h o r i t y  of the states to p r o v i d e  for 

r e a p p o r t i o n m e n t  of C o n g r e s s i o n a l  seats.

C O P I E S  of this r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be t r a n s m i t t e d  to the H o n o r a b l e  P e t e r  W. 

Rodino, Jr., C h a i r m a n  of th e  U. S. H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e ;  th e  H o n o r a b l e  

A b r a h a m  A. R i b i c o f f ,  C h a i r m a n  of the U. S. S e n a t e  C o m m i t t e e  on G o v e r n m e n t a l  

A f f a i r s ; a n d  to the H o n o r a b l e  T e d  S t e v e n s a n d  the H o n o r a b l e  M i k e  Gravel,

U. S. S e n a t o r s ,  an d  the H o n o r a b l e  D o n  Young, U. S. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m e m b e r s  of 

the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in C o n g r e s s .
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