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O r i g i n a l  sponsor: L a b o r  a n d  M a n a g e m e n t
C o m m i t t e e

Offered: 4/2/79
Referred: Rules

BY THE LABOR AND
:n  t h e  h o u s e  m a n a g e m e n t  c o m m i t t e e

CS FOR H O U S E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 35 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  TH E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to i n t e r s t a t e  c l a i m s  for u n ­

e m p l o y m e n t  b e n e f i t s .

3E IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  AL A S K A :

W H E R E A S  u n e m p l o y m e n t  b e n e f i t s  p a y a b l e  u n d e r  t h e  u n e m p l o y m e n t  la w  of 

\ l a s k a  m a y  be p a i d  to c l a i m a n t s  w h o  w o r k  in A l a s k a  but c l a i m  b e n e f i t s  w h i l e  

r e s i d i n g  in a n o t h e r  state; an d

W H E R E A S  s e c t i o n  3 3 0 4 ( a ) ( 9 ) ( A )  of the F e d e r a l  U n e m p l o y m e n t  T a x  A c t  (26 

IJ.S.C. 3 3 0 4 ( a ) ( 9 ) ( A ) )  p r o h i b i t s  a s t a t e  f rom d e c r e a s i n g  the a m o u n t  of b e n e ­

fit s  p a i d  to a c l a i m a n t  s o l e l y  b e c a u s e  he c l a i m s  b e n e f i t s  w h i l e  r e s i d i n g  in 

a n o t h e r  state; a n d

W H E R E A S  A l a s k a  has the h i g h e s t  per c a p i t a  p e r s o n a l  i n c o m e  in t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  and a c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y  h i g h  c o s t  of livi n g ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  the a m o u n t  of u n e m p l o y m e n t  b e n e f i t s  p a y a b l e  u n d e r  A l a s k a  la w  is 

se t  b y  the l e g i s l a t u r e  to c o m p e n s a t e  u n e m p l o y e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  r e s i d e  i n  

A l a s k a  an d the p a y m e n t  of e qu a l  b e n e f i t s  to a c l a i m a n t  w h o  r e s i d e s  in a s t a t e  

w i t h  a lower c o s t  of l i v i n g  o v e r c o m p e n s a t e s  t h a t  p e r s o n  a n d  e n c o u r a g e s  p o t e n ­

ti a l  c l a i m a n t s  t o  r e m a i n  u n e m p l o y e d  w h i l e  o u t s i d e  A l a s k a ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  in 19 7 7  i n t e r s t a t e  c l a i m s  r e p r e s e n t e d  43 per c e n t  of t h e  m o n e y  

p a i d  ou t  of the s t a t e  u n e m p l o y m e n t  i n s u r a n c e  t r u s t  fund; a n d

WHEREAS the payment of this amount of interstate claims is a drain on 

Alaska's unemployment insurance trust fund which impedes Alaska's ability to 

increase benefits payable to claimants to compensate them for the higher cost 

of living in the state;

BE IT RESOLVED by the Alaska State Legislature that Congress is respect­

fully requested to enact legislation which allows a state to pay unemployment
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b e n e f i t s  t o  o u t - o f - s t a t e  c l a i m a n t s  b a s e d  o n  the a v e r a g e  an n ua l  w a g e  of the 

s t a t e  in w h i c h  t h e  c l a i m a n t  r e s i d e s  w h i l e  r e c e i v i n g  u n e m p l o y m e n t  b e n e f i t s ;  

a n d  be it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  C o n g r e s s  is r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t e d  to e n a c t  l e g i s­

l a t i o n  a l l o w i n g  s t a t e s  w h i c h  a r e  u n d e r  the e x t e n d e d  b e n e f i t s  p r o g r a m  t o  p a y 

i n t e r s t a t e  c l a i m s  f o r  e x t e n d e d  b e n e f i t s  o n l y  to i n t e r s t a t e  c l a i m a n t s  w h o  

r e s i d e  i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s  w h i c h  a r e  u n d e r  the e x t e n d e d  b e n e f i t s  p r o g r a m .

C O P I E S  o f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be se n t  to t h e  H o n o r a b l e  H a r r i s o n  A. 

W i l l i a m s ,  J r., C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  G o v e r n m e n t a l  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e ;  the 

H o n o r a b l e  C a r l  D. P e r k i n s ,  C h a i r m a n  of the H o u s e  E d u c a t i o n  and L a b o r  C o m m i t­

tee ;  Mr. L a w r e n c e  E. W e a t h e r f o r d ,  A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  U n e m p l o y m e n t  I n s u r a n c e  

S e r v i c e ,  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r t m e n t  of L a b o r ;  a n d  t o  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  T e d  S t e v e n s  

a n d  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  M i k e  G r a v e l ,  U. S. S e n a t o r s ,  a n d  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  D o n  Y ou n g ,

U. S. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m e m b e r s  o f  the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in C o n g r e s s .
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