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BY T H E  L A B O R AND

N T H E  H O U S E  M A N A G E M E N T  C O M M I T T E E

H O U S E  J O I N T  RESO L UT I O N  NO. 35 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F IRST S E S S I O N

Re l a t i n g  to i n t e r s t a t e  claims for u n­

emp l o y m e n t  benefits.

IE IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE STATE O F  ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  u n e m p l o y m e n t  b e n e f i t s  paya b le  under the u n e m p l o y m e n t  law of 

Alaska ma y  be p a i d  to c l a i m a n t s  who wor k  in A l a s k a  but c l a i m  benef i t s  w h i l e  

residing in a n o t h e r  state; a n d

W H E R E A S  s e c t i o n  3 3 0 4 ( a ) ( 9 ) ( A )  of the Federal U n e m p l o y m e n t  Tax Act (26 

J.S.C. 3 3 0 4 ( a ) ( 9 ) ( A ) )  p r o h i b i t s  a state from d e c r e a s i n g  the amount of b e n e -  

Eits paid to a c l a i m a n t  s o l e l y  beca u s e  he claims b e ne f i t s  w h i l e  r e s i d i n g  in 

m o t h e r  s t a t e ;  and

W H E K E A S  Al a s k a  has the h i g h e s t  per capita p e r s o n a l  i n c o m e  in the U n i t e d  

States a n d  a c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y  h i g h  cost of living; and

W H E R E A S  the amount of u n e m p l o y m e n t  b e n e fi t s  paya b l e  u n d e r  A l a s k a  law is 

set by t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  to c o m p e n s a t e  u n e m p l o y e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  wh o reside in 

A l a s k a  a n d  the p a y m e n t  of e q u a l b e n e f i t s  to a c l a i m a n t  w h o  resi d es  in a state 

w i t h  a l o w e r  cost of living o v e r c o m p e n s a t e s  that person a n d  e n c o u r a g e s  p o t e n­

tia l  c l a i m a n t s  to r e m a i n  u n e m p l o y e d  while o u t s i d e  Alaska; a n d

W H E R E A S  in 1977 i n t e r s t a t e  claims r e p r e s e n t e d  43 per c e n t  of the m o n e y

p a i d  out o f  the state u n e m p l o y m e n t  i n surance trust fund;

BE I T  R E S O L V E D  by t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  that C o n g r e s s  is r e s p e c t­

fu l l y  r e q u e s t e d  to e n a c t  l e g i s l a t i o n  w hich a l l o w s  a s t a t e  to pay u n e m p l o y m e n t  

b e n e f i t s  t o  o u t - o f - s t a t e  c l a i m a n t s  b a s e d  on the aver a g e  a n n u a l  wag e  of the 

s t a t e  i n  w h i c h  the c l a i m a n t  resi d e s w h i l e  r e c e i v i n g  u n e m p l o y m e n t  b e n e f i t s .

C O P I E S  of this r e s o l u t i o n  s hall be sent to the H o n o r a b l e  H a r r i s o n  A. 

W i l l i a m s ,  Jr., C h a i r m a n  of the S e n a t e  G o v e r n m e n t a l  A f f a i r s  C ommittee; the
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H o n o r a b l e  C a r l  D. P e rk i n s ,  C h a i r m a n  of the H o u s e  E d u c a t i o n  an d  L a b o r  C o m m i t­

tee; Mr. L a w r e n c e  E. W e a t h e r f o r d ,  A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  U n e m p l o y m e n t  I n s u r a n c e  

S e r v i c e ,  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r t m e n t  of L a b o r ;  a n d  to the H o n o r a b l e  T e d  S t e v e n s  

an d  t h e H o n o r a b l e  M i k e  G r a v el ,  U. S. S e n a t o rs ,  a n d  the H o n o r a b l e  D o n  Y o u n g ,  

U. S. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m e m b e r s  of the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in Con gr e s s .
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