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IN T H E  H O U S E BY P H I L L I P S  A N D  M A R T I N  

H O U S E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 29 

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE O F  A L A S K A 

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST S E S S I O N

R e q u e s t i n g  C o n g r e s s  to p e r m i t  w o r k­

fare p r o g r a m s  and u r g i n g  al l  s t a t e s  

to make s i m i l a r  r e q u e s t s  of C o n g r e s s . 1 

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE O F  ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  w e l f a r e  costs h a v e  s k y r o c k e t e d  in A l a s k a ,  m o r e  tha n  t r i p l i n g  in 

the m o s t  r e c e n t  e i g h t - y e a r  t i m e  period; and

W H E R E A S  e x c e s s  w e l fa r e  c o s t s  d r a i n  scarce d o l l a r s  that are m u c h  n e e d e d  

t h r o u g h o u t  A l a s k a  for m a n y  o t h e r  b a s i c state p r o g r a m s  and s e r v i c e s  s u c h  as 

e d u c a t i o n ,  h e a l t h ,  and p u b l i c  safety; a n d

W H E R E A S  A i d  to Fa m i l i e s  w i t h  D e p e n d e n t  C h i l d r e n  (AFDC) is the l a r g e s t  

f e d e r al  and s t a t e  funded c a s h  a s s i s t a n c e  p r o g r a m  p r o v i d i n g  over $ 1 8  m i l l i o n  

in ai d  to o v e r  13,000 n e e d y  A l a s k a n  c h i l d r e n  a n d  t heir f am ilies; a n d

W H E R E A S  A l a s k a  pays o n e - h a l f  of the total c o s t s  of the A F D C  p r o g r a m  

a d m i n i s t e r e d  in the state, ye t  is g i v e n  little f l e x i b i l i t y  by the f e d e r a l  

g o v e r n m e n t  to d e s i g n  a p r o g r a m  that c h a n n e l s  o u r  limi t e d d o l l ar s  to n e e d y  

c h i l d r e n  a n d  o n l y  to those n e e d y  A F D C  adults w h o  are d i s a b l e d  or w h o  are 

w i l l i n g  to w o r k  in e x c h a n g e  for t heir welfa r e  chec k s ;  a n d
V.

W H E R E A S  m a n y  A l a s k a n s ,  as well as other t a x p a y e r s  a c r o s s  t h e  U n i t e d  

States, ar e  a l a r m e d  by th e  r i s i n g  c o s t s  of w e l f a r e  an d  are d e m a n d i n g  a 

m e c h a n i s m  to r e q u i r e  a b l e - b o d i e d  A F D C  adults to p r o v i d e  s o c i e t y  w i t h  s ome 

t a n g i b l e  w o r k  product; a n d

W H E R E A S  m a n d a t o r y  w o r k f a r e  p r o g r a m s  are s e e n  by m a n y  as n o t  o n l y  p r o­

v i d i n g  the s t a t e  w i t h  a m e c h a n i s m  to remove f r o m  the w e l f a r e  r o l l s  i d l e r s  w h o  

r e f u s e  to w o r k  for t h e i r  w e l f a r e  g r a n t ,  but a l s o  as (1) p r o m o t i n g  c l i e n t  

dignity, s e l f - e s t e e m ,  a n d  r e s p o n s i b l e  work a t t i t u d e s ,  (2) a s s i s t i n g  c l i e n t s
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in e s t a b l i s h i n g  a w o r k  h i s t o r y  o f t e n  n e c e s s a r y  for o b t a i n i n g  p e r m a n e n t  g a i n­

ful e m p l o y m e n t ,  and  (3) p r o v i d i n g  n e e d e d  s e r v i c e s  to s o c i e t y  t h a t  m i g h t  

o t h e r w i s e  r e q u i r e  a d d i t i o n a l  s t a t e  r e v e n u e s ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h o s e  s t a t e s  w h i c h  h a v e  a t t e m p t e d  to i m p l e m e n t  w o r k f a r e  s y s t e m s  

h a v e  b e e n  t h r e a t e n e d  w i t h  the loss  of s u b s t a n t i a l  f e d e r a l  f un d s  b e c a u s e  

w o r k f a r e  p r o g r a m s  are not p e r m i t t e d  u n d e r  f e d e r a l  law;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  t h a t  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t s  

th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o n g r e s s  to a m e n d  p r o v i s i o n s  of f e d e r a l  law to p e r m i t  

w o r k f a r e  p r o g r a m s  for A F D C  a b l e - b o d i e d  a d u l t s  w i t h o u t  j e o p a r d i z i n g  f e d e r a l  

f u n d i n g  for the s t a t e ' s  w e l f a r e  p r o g r a m s ;  a n d  be it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  c a l l s  on the s t a t e  

l e g i s l a t u r e s  in all of the s t a t e s  to f o r w a r d  s i m i l a r  r e s o l u t i o n s  to the 

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o n g r e s s  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  in s u c h  a c h a n g e  of 

f e d e r a l  l a w  a n d  u r g i n g  C o n g r e s s  to pas s  l e g i s l a t i o n  a l l o w i n g  for w o r k f a r e  

p r o g r a m s .

C O P I E S  o f  this r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be se n t  to th e  H o n o r a b l e  W a r r e n  G. 

M a g n u s o n ,  P r e s i d e n t  P r o  T e m p o r e  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t e ;  th e  H o n o r a b l e  

T h o m a s  P. O ' N e i l l ,  Jr. ,  S p e a k e r  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a­

tives; to t h e  H o n o r a b l e  T e d  S t e v e n s  a n d  th e  H o n o r a b l e  M i k e  G r a v e l ,  U. S. 

S e n a t o r s ,  a n d  the H o n o r a b l e  D o n  Y o u n g ,  U. S. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m e m b e r s  of the 

A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in C o n g r e s s ;  a n d  to th e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r s  of e a c h  h o u s e  o f  

t he l e g i s l a t u r e s  of al l  the s t a t e s  a n d  t h e  g o v e r n i n g  b o d i e s  of P u e r t o  Rico, 

t h e  V i r g i n  I sl a n d s ,  G u a m  a n d  t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  C o l u m b i a .
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