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IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to s t u d i e s  of h y d r o e l e c t r i c  

p o t e n t i a l  in r u r a l  A l a s k a .

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  e l e c t r i c  r a t e s  in rural a r e a s  of Al as k a  w h e r e  d i e s e l  g e n e r a t i o n  

is r e q u i r e d  are a b n o r m a l l y  h i g h  for m a n y  r e a sons, i n c l u d i n g

(1) the h i g h  cost of die s e l  fuel c o m p o u n d e d  by the v e r y  h i g h  cost 

of d e l i v e r y  to rural l o c a t i o n s ;

(2) costs of i n s t a l l i n g  t a n k a g e  a n d  i n v e n t o r y  of f u e l  for a full 

y e a r  w h i c h  is o f t e n  r e q u i r e d  b e c a u s e  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  d i f f i c u l t i e s ;

(3) lower t h e r m a l  e f f i c i e n c i e s  o f  small d i e s e l  p l a n t s ;

(4) h i g h  c o s t s  of re p a i r  b e c a u s e  of the r e q u i r e m e n t  of air t r a n s­

p o r t a t i o n  o v e r  s u b s t a n t i a l  d i s t a n c e s  to m a n y  locations; and

W H E R E A S  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Ar m y  C or p s  of Eng i n e er s  h a s  f u n d s  a v a i l a b l e  

a n d  f u t u r e  funds p r o g r a m m e d  to p e r f o r m  s t u d i e s  of s mall h y d r o e l e c t r i c  p r o­

je c t s  in s m a l l  c o m m u n i t i e s  u n d e r  the f e d e r a l  Small H y d r o e l e c t r i c  P l a n t s  

p r o g r a m ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  u t i l i z a t i o n  of h y d r o e l e c t r i c  p o w e r  can l a r g e l y  a l l e v i a t e  the 

s p e c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  e x i s t i n g  in r ur a l  A l a s k a  leading to a b n o r m a l l y  h i g h  c o s t s  

o f  e l e c t r i c i t y ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  sites w h i c h  m a y  be h i g h l y  f e a s i b l e  for h y d r o e l e c t r i c  p r o j e c t s  

exist in r u r a l  Alas k a ,  i n c l u d i n g  the w e s t c e n t r a l  regio n ,  a n d  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  

studies would a l l o w  a c c u r a t e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  the h y d r o e l e c t r i c  p o t e n t i a l ;  

and

WHEREAS the reconnaissance studies are necessary in order that hydro­

electric power may be developed to replace or at least supplement the expen-
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