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I n t r o d u c e d :  1 / 2 4 / 7 9
R e f e r r e d :  R e s o u r c e s

IN T H E  H O U S E  BY E L I A S 0 N  A N D  H A U G E N

HOUSE J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 9 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S TA T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST S E S S I O N

Ur g i n g  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w i t h d r a w a l  from 

the C o n v e n t i o n  for the P r e s e r v a t i o n  

of the H a l i b u t  F i s h e r y  of the 

N o r t h e r n  P a c i f i c  O c e a n  a n d  B e r i n g  

Sea.

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF TH E  S TATE O F  A L A S K A :

W H E R E A S  the Fish e r i e s  M a n a g e m e n t  and C o n s e r v a t i o n  Act of 197 6 (P.L. 

94-265) c l e a r l y  es t a b l i s h e s  the c o m m e n d a b l e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  f i s he r y  m a n a g e m e n t  

p o l i c y  of a l l o w i n g  m a x i m u m  h a r v e s t  b y  Uni t e d  S t a t e s  f i s h e r m e n  of t h o s e 

f i s h e r i e s  s u b j e c t  to the e x c l u s i v e  m a n a g e m e n t  of t h e  U n i t e d  Stat e s ; and

W H E R E A S  the h a l i b u t  f i sheries w i t h i n  200 n a u t i c a l  m i l e s  of the seaw a r d 

b o u n d a r y  of each of the coastal st a t es  w ould be s u b j e c t  to the e x c l u s i v e  

m a n a g e m e n t  of the U n i t e d  States if it were not for the C o n v e n t i o n  for the 

P r e s e r v a t i o n  of the Halibut F i s he r y  of the N o r t h e r n  P a c i f i c  O c e a n  a n d  Be r i n g  

Sea; and

W H E R E A S  that c o n v e n t i o n  limits the p e r m i s s i b l e  h a r v e s t  by U n i t e d  Sta te s  

f i s h e r m e n  w i t h i n  U n i t e d  States w a t e r s  to less t h a n  the m a x i m u m  o p t i m u m  y i e l d  

i n  c o n t r a v e n t i o n  o f  the p o l i c y  e s t a b l i s h e d  in the F i s h e r i e s  M a n a g e m e n t  and 

C o n s e r v a t i o n  Act; a n d

W H E R E A S  s e c t i o n  202(b) of the F i sheries M a n a g e m e n t  and C o n s e r v a t i o n  Act 

m a n d a t e s  r e n e g o t i a t i o n  of a ny  t r e a t y  "which is in a n y  m a n n e r  i n c o n s i s t e n t  

w i t h  the p u r p o se s ,  policy, or p r o v i s i o n s  of "  t h e  Act; and

W H E R E A S  the F i s heries M a n a g e m e n t  an d  C o n s e r v a t i o n  Act r e q u i r e s  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  w i t h d r a w a l  f r o m  any t r e a t y  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the p o l i c i e s  of the Act 

w h i c h  is n o t  r e n e g o t i a t e d  w i t h i n  a r e a s o n a b l e  p e r i o d  of time a f t e r  the da t e
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jf e n a c t m e n t  of the Act; and

W H E R E A S  the C o n v e n t i o n  for the P r e s e r v a t i o n  of the H a l i b u t  F i s h e r y  of 

;he N o r t h e r n  P a c i f i c  O c e a n  a n d  B er i n g  Se a is i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the p o l i c i e s  

af the F i s h e r i e s  M a n a g e m e n t  and  C o n s e r v a t i o n  Act and has not b e e n  r e n e g o­

tiated w i t h i n  a r e a s o n a b l e  p e r i o d  of t i m e  after the date of e n a c t m e n t  of the 

\ct; a n d

W H E R E A S  p r o s p e c t s  for U n i t e d  S t a t e s  - C a n a d a  a g r e e m e n t  o n  this a n d  o t h e r  

F i sheries m a t t e r s  a p p e a r  dim as a res u lt  of rec e n t  C a n a d i a n  r e j e c t i o n  of 

Jnited S t a t e s  p o s i t i o n s  o n  a number of f i s h e ri e s  issues; a n d

W H E R E A S  C a n a d a  h a s  r e f u s e d  to r e i n s t i t u t e  r e c i p r o c a l  f i s h i n g  i n  1978 

after it u n i l a t e r a l l y  t e r m i n a t e d  that f i sh i n g  in June, 1 978; and

W H E R E A S  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  f i s h e r m e n  a r e amply e q u i p p e d  a n d  e n t i r e l y  c o m p e­

tent to h a r v e s t  the full m a x i m u m  o p t i m u m  y ield of the h a l i b u t  f i sheries;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  u r g e s  U n i t e d  Sta t e s  

w i t h d r a w a l f r o m  the C o n v e n t i o n  for the P r e s e r v a t i o n  of the H a l i b u t  F i s h e r y  of 

the N o r t h e r n  P a c i f i c  O c e a n  a n d  B e r i n g  Se a  and a s s u m p t i o n  of e x c l u s i v e  

m a n a g e m e n t  a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  the h a l i b u t  f i s h e ri e s  w i t h i n  2 0 0  n a u t i c a l  m i l e s  of 

the s e a w a r d  b o u n d a r i e s  of the coastal states, in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  the F i s h e r i e s  

M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  C o n s e r v a t i o n  A c t  of 1976; and be it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that C o n g r e s s  e n a c t  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  will p e r m i t  

r e t e n t i o n  of the p r e s e n t  r e s e a r c h  s t a f f  and other r e s e a r c h  c a p a b i l i t y  for 

s u p p o r t  of m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  d e v e l o p m e n t  b y  the N o r t h  P a c i f i c  F i s h e r i e s  

M a n a g e m e n t  Council.

COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable Jimmy Carter, 

President of the United States; the Honorable Cyrus Vance, Secretary of 

State; the Honorable Juanita Kreps, Secretary of Commerce; the Honorable John 

Negroponte, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Oceans and Fisheries Affairs; the 

Honorable Lloyd N. Cutler, Special Negotiator, Department of State; the 

International Pacific Halibut Commission; and to the Honorable Ted Stevens
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a n d  the H o n o r a b l e  M i k e  G r a v e l ,  U. S. S e n a t o r s ,  a n d  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  D o n  Y o u n g ,  

U. S. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m e m b e r s  o f  the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  i n  C o n g r e s s .
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