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BY MARTIN,BETTISWORTH A N D  
IN THE HOUSE RANDOLPH

H O U S E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 7 

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

P r o p o s i n g  a m e n d m e n t s  to th e  C o n s t i ­

t u t i o n  of t h e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a  p r o ­

v i d i n g  fo r  t he  e l e c t i o n  of s u p r e m e  

8 c o u r t  j u s t i c e s  a n d  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t

'.) j u d g e s ,

to BE I T  R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

n  * S e c t i o n  1. A r t i c l e  IV, sec. 2, C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  the S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  is

i? a m e n d e d  to read:

t3 S E C T I O N  2. S U P R E M E  CO UR T .  (a) T h e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  s h a l l  he t h e

i-i h i g h e s t  c o u r t  of t h e S t a t e ,  w i t h  f i n a l  a p p e l l a t e  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  It s h a l l

15 c o n s i s t  o f  f i v e  [THREE] j u s t i c e s ,  o n e  of w h o m  *.u c h i e f  j u s t i c e .  T h e

16 n u m b e r  o f  j u s t i c e s  m a y  be i n c r e a s e d  b y  l a w  u p o n  th e  r e q u e s t  of the

17 s u p r e m e  court.

18 (b) T h e  c h i e f  j u s t i c e  s h a l l  be s e l e c t e d  f r o m  a m o n g  the j u s t i c e s  of

i*j t h e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  b y  a m a j o r i t y  v o t e  o f  the j u s t i c e s .  Hi s  t e r m  of

70 o f f i c e  a s  c h i e f  j u s t i c e  e x p i r e s  at t h e  e n d  o f  hi s  t e r m  o f  o f f i c e  as a

21 s u p r e m e  c o u r t  j u s t i c e  [IS T H R E E  Y E A R S ] .  A j u s t i c e  m a y  not s e r v e  m o r e

77 t h a n  o n e  t e r m  o r  p o r t i o n  of a t e r m  as c h i e f  j u s t i c e  [BUT H E  M A Y  N O T

23 S E R V E  C O N S E C U T I V E  T E R M S  IN T H A T  O F F I C E ] .

24 * Sec. 2. A r t i c l e  IV, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of t he  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  is a m e n d e d  b y

2 5 idding new sections to read:

?r> SECTION 17. E L E C T I O N  OF SUPREME C O U R T  J U S T I C E S .  E a c h  s u p r e m e

77 court justice shall be chosen at a general election by the qualified

2 8 voters of the State. Each candidate for supreme court justice shall run

^  for a designated supreme court justice position. The candidate in each
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p o s i t i o n  r e c e i v i n g  the g r e a t e s t  n u m b e r  of v o t e s  shall be th e  s u p r e m e  

c o u r t  j u s t i c e  for tha t  position. No m o r e  th a n  t w o - f i f t h s  of the s u p r e m e  

c o u r t  j u s t i c e  p o s i t i o n s  shall be f i l l e d  at o ne  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n .

S E C T I O N  18. T E R M  OF O F F I C E  O F  S U P R E M E  C O U R T  J U S T I C E S .  Th e  t e r m  of 

o f f i c e  of a s u p r e m e  c o u rt  j u s t i c e  is si x  years, b e g i n n i n g  at n o o n  on the 

f i r s t  M o n d a y  i n  D e c e m b e r  f o l l o w i n g  h i s  e l e c t i o n  and e n d i n g  at n o o n  on 

the f i r s t  M o n d a y  in D e c e m b e r  six y e ar s  later.

S E C T I O N  19. L I M I T  O N  T E N U R E  O F  S U P R E M E  C O U R T  J U S T I C E S .  No p e r s o n  

w h o  h a s  b e e n  e l e c t e d  a s u p r e m e  c o u rt  j u s t i c e  for two full s u c c e s s i v e  

t e r m s shall a g a i n  be e l i g i b l e  to h o l d  o f f i c e  as a s u p r e m e  c o u rt  j u s t i c e  

u n t i l  two y e a r s  h a v e  intervened.

S E C T I O N  20. E L E C T I O N  O F  S U P E R I O R  C O U R T  JUDGES. E a c h  s u p e r i o r  

c o u r t  j u d g e  s h a l l  be cho s e n  at a g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  by the q u a l i f i e d  

v o t e r s  of the j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  in w h i c h  he seeks to serve. E a c h  c a n­

di d a t e  for s u p e r i o r  court j u d g e  shall run for a d e s i g n a t e d  su p e r i o r  

c o u r t  j ud g e  p o s i t i o n .  The c a n d i d a t e  in e a c h  p o s i t i o n  r e c e i v i n g  the 

g r e a t e s t  n u m b e r  of votes shall be the s u p e r i o r  court j u d g e  for that 

pos i t i o n.

S E C T I O N  21. T E R M  OF O F F I C E  O F  S U P E R I O R  C O U R T  J U D G E S .  T h e  t e r m  of 

o f f i c e  of a s u p e r i o r  court j u d ge  is fou r  years, b e g i n n i n g  at no o n  o n  the 

f i r s t  M o n d a y  i n  D e c e m b e r  f o l l o w i n g  hi s  e l e c t i o n  and e n d i n g  at n o o n  on 

th e  first M o n d a y  i n  D ec e m b e r  four y e a r s  later.

S E C T I O N  22. L I M I T  ON T E N U R E  O F  S U P E R I O R  C O U R T  J U D G E S .  No p e r s o n  

w h o  ha s  b e e n  e l e c t e d  a s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u d g e  for t h r e e  full s u c c e s s i v e  

t e r m s  s h a ll  a g a i n  be e l i g i b l e  to h o l d  o f f i c e  as a s u p e r i o r  c ourt j u d g e  

u n t i l  two y e a r s  h a v e  i n t e r v e n e d .

S E C T I O N  23. T E R M  O F  O F F I C E  O F  S U P R E M E  C O U R T  J U S T I C E S  A N D  S U P E R I O R  

C O U R T  J U D G E S  A P P O I N T E D  U N D E R  P R I O R  C O N S T I T U T I O N A L  P R O V I S I O N S .  N o t w i t h­

s t a n d i n g  S e c t i o n s  17 - 22 of this a r t i c l e ,  the t e r m  o f  o f f i c e  of e a c h
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s u p r e m e  c o u r t  j u s t i c e  and s u p e r i o r  court J u d g e  a p p o i n t e d  b e f o r e  the 

e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of the repeal o f  S e c t i o n  6 of this a r t i c l e  e x p i r e s  at 

n o o n  on the first M o n d a y  in D e c e m b e r  f o l l o w i n g  th e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  at 

w h i c h  he w o u l d  nex t  h a v e  b e e n  subj e c t  to a p p r o v a l  or reject i o n .  A p­

pr o v a l  u n d e r  f or m e r  S e c t i o n  6 o f  this a r t i c l e  is n o t  an e l e c t i o n  to 

o f f i c e  for p u r p o s e s  of the l i m i t a t i o n s  o n  t e n u r e  s p e c i f i e d  in S e c t i o n s  

19 a n d  22 of this article.

S E C T I O N  24. VACANCY. I n  case of a v a c a n c y  in the o f f i c e  of a 

s u p r e m e  c o u r t  j u s t i c e  or s u p e r i o r  court J u d g e  for a n y  reason, the g o v e r­

nor  may a p p o i n t  a q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n  to fill the o f f i c e  for the u n e x p i r e d  

p o r t i o n  o f  the term.
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