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In tro d u c e d : 1/24/79
R e fe rre d : S ta te  A f f a i r s  and
J u d ic ia r y

BY M A R T I N ,B A R N E S  A N D  
I N  T H E  H O U S E  B E T T I S W O R T H

H O U S E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 6 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

P r o p o s i n g  a m e n d m e n t s  to the C o n s t i­

tu t i o n  of the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  r e ­

lating to the a t t o r n e y  gener a l.

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. A r t i c l e  III, sec. 23, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  is 

a m e n d e d  to read:

S E C T I O N  23. R E O R G A N I Z A T I O N .  (a) E x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  in (b) o f  

this s e c t i o n ,  the [THE] g o v e r n o r  m a y  m a k e  c h a n g e s  in the o r g a n i z a t i o n  of 

t h e  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h  or in the a s s i g n m e n t  of f u n c t i o n s  a m o n g  its u n i t s  

w h i c h  he c o n s i d e r s  n e c e s s a r y  for e f f i c i e n t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  W h e r e  t hese 

c h a n g e s  r e q u i r e  the force of law, they shall be set f o r t h  in e x e c u t i v e  

o r d e r s .  Th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s hall h a v e  s i x t y  days of a r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n ,  or 

a full s e s s i o n  if of s h o r t e r  d u r a t i o n,  to d i s a p p r o v e  t h e s e  e x e c u t i v e  

o r d e r s .  U n l e s s  d i s a p p r o v e d  by r e s o l u t i o n  c o n c u r r e d  in by a m a j o r i t y  of 

the m e m b e r s  in j oint s e s s i o n ,  t he s e  o r d e r s  b e c o m e  e f f e c t i v e  at a date 

t h e r e a f t e r  to be d e s i g n a t e d  by the g o v e r n o r .

(b) T h e  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  m a k e  no c h a n g e  in the o r g a n i z a t i o n  or func

t i o n  of a n y  u n i t  of the e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h  w h i c h  is h e a d e d  by the a t t o r n e y

g e n e r a l .

* Sec. 2. A r t i c l e  III, sec. 24, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  is 

a m e n d e d  to read:

S E C T I O N  24. S U P E R V I S I O N .  E x c e p t  for an y u n i t  of the e x e c u t i v e  

b r a n c h  w h i c h  is h e a d e d  b y  the a t t o r n e y  g e ne r a l ,  e a c h  [EACH] p r i n c i p a l  

d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  be u n d e r  the s u p e r v i s i o n  of th e  g o v e r no r .

* Sec. 3. A r t i c l e  III, sec .  25, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  is

* N *
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a m e n d e d  to read:

S E C T I O N  25. D E P A R T M E N T  HEADS. T h e  h e a d  of each p r i n c i p a l  d e p a r t­

ment shall be a s i n g l e  e x e c u ti v e  un l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  by law. He 

shall be ap p o i n t e d  b y  the governor, s u b j e c t  to c o n f i r m a t i o n  by a m a j o r­

ity of the m e m be r s  of the legislature in joint session, a n d  shall serve 

at the p l e a s u r e  of the governor, e x ce p t  as o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  in this 

a r t i c l e  with respe c t  to the lieutenant g o v e r n o r  and the a t t o r n e y  general 

[ SECR E T AR Y  OF STATE], The h ea d s  of all pri nc i p a l  d e p a r t m e n t s  s hall be 

c i t i ze n s  of the U n i t e d  States.

* Sec. 4. Arti c le  III, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the State of A l a s k a  is a m e n d e d  by 

a d d i n g  ne w  sections to read:

S E C T I O N  28. A T T O R N E Y  GENERAL: Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S .  T h e r e  s h a l l be an 

a t t o r n e y  general. He shall be a c i t i z e n  of the Un i t e d  States a n d  of the 

State, and p o ss e s s  any  additional q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  p r e s c r i b e d  by law.

S E C T I ON  29. ELECTION. The a t t o r n e y  general shall he c h o s e n  by the 

q u a l i f i e d  voters of the State at a g e n e r a l  election. T h e  c a n d i d a t e  

r e c e i v i n g  the g r e a t e s t  number of votes shall be a t t o r n e y  general. The 

first e l e c t i o n  of an a t t o r ne y  gene r a l  shall he at the g e n e r a l e l e c t i o n  

in 1982.

S E C T I O N  30. T E R M  OF OFFICE. T h e  term of o f fi c e  of the a t t o r n e y  

general is six years, b e g i n n i n g  at n o o n  on the first M o n d a y  in Decem b e r 

f o l l o w i n g  his e l e c t i o n  and e n d i n g  at n o o n  on the first M o n d a y  in 

D e c e m b e r  six years later.

S ECTI O N  31. L I M I T  ON TENURE. No p e r s o n  who has b e e n  e l e c t e d  

a t t o r n e y  gene r a l  for two full s u c c e s s i v e  terms shall be a gain e li g i b l e  

to h o l d  that o f f i c e  until on e  full t e r m  has intervened.

SECT I O N  32. VACANCY. In case of a v a c a n c y  in the of f i c e  of a t t o r­

ney gener a l  for a n y  reason, a s u c c e s s o r  shall be e l e c t e d  for the r e m a i n­

der of the u n e x p i r e d  term at the f i r s t  general e l e c t i o n  o c c u r r i n g  not
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l ess than 9 0  d a y s  a f t e r  the o f f i c e  b e c o m e s  v a c a n t .  The g o v e r n o r  m a y  

a p p o i n t  a q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n  to fill the o f f i c e  b e t w e e n  the d a t e  it b e c o m e  

v a c a n t  a n d  t h e  d a t e  it is f i l l e d  b y  e l e c t i o n .

S E C T I O N  33. C O M P E N S A T I O N .  The c o m p e n s a t i o n  of the a t t o r n e y  

g e n e r a l  s h a l l  be p r e s c r i b e d  b y  law a n d  s h a l l  n o t  b e  d i m i n i s h e d  d u r i n g  

h i s  ter m  of o f f i c e ,  u n l e s s  b y  g e n e r a l  law a p p l y i n g  to all s a l a r i e d  

o f f i c e r s  o f  the State.

S E C T I O N  34. D U T I E S .  Th e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  s h a l l  be t h e  legal 

a d v i s e r  of the s t a t e  o f f i c e r s ,  a n d  s h a ll  p e r f o r m  o ther d u t i e s  p r e s c r i b e d  

b y  law.

* Sec. 5. T h e  a m e n d m e n t s  p r o p o s e d  b y  thi s  r e s o l u t i o n  s hall be p l a c e d  b e ­

fore the v o t e r s  of the s t a t e  at the nex t  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  in c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  

art. XIII, sec. 1, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the S t a t e  of A l a s k a ,  and the  e l e c t i o n  laws 

of t h e  state.
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