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IN T H E  H O U S E BY T H E  S T A T E  A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E  

CS FOR H O U S E  J O I NT  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 1 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

P r o p o s i n g  a m e n d m e n t s  t:o the C o n s t i t u t i o n  

of the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  p r o v i d i n g  for a 

u n i c a m e r a l  l e g i s l a t u r e .

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. A r t i c l e  II, secs. 1, 2, 3, 12, 14, 16, 18 an d  20, C o n s t i t u­

tion of the State of A l a s k a  are a m e n d e d  to read:

S E C T I O N  I. L E G I S L A T I V E  POWER; M E M B E R S H I P .  Th e l e g i s l a t i v e  p o w e r  

of the S t at e  is v e s t e d  in a l e g i s l a t u r e  [ C O N S I S T I N G  O F  A SENAI'E W I T H  A 

M E M B E R S H I P  OF T W E N T Y  AN D  A H O U S E  OF R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S ]  w i t h  a m e m b e r s h i p  

o f  f i f t y - n i n e  s e n a t o r s  [FORTY],

S E C T I O N  2. M E M B E R S'  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S .  A m e m b e r  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  

shall be a q u a l i f i e d  voter who has b e e n  a r e s i d e n t  of A l a s k a  Lor at 

least three y e a r s  an d  of the d i s t r i c t  fro m  w h i c h  e l e c t e d  for at least 

one year, i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  h i s  fi l i n g  for o f f i c e .  A s e n a t o r  s h a l l  

be at least [ T W E N T Y - F I V E  YEARS OF A G E  A N D  A R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  AT LEAST] 

t w e n t y - o n e  y e a r s  of age.

S E C T I O N  3. E L E C T I O N  AND T E R M S .  S e n a t o rs [ L E G I S L A T O R S ]  s h a l l  be 

e l e c t e d  at g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o ns .  T h e i r  terms b e g i n  o n  the s e c o n d  [ F O URTH] 

M o n d a y  of the J a n u a r y  f o l l o w i n g  e l e c t i o n  u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  b y  

law. T h e  [ T E R M O F  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  S H A L L  BE T W O  Y E AR S ,  A N D  THE] t e r m  of 

s e n a t o r s  s h a l l  he [,] four years. T h i r t y  [ O N E - H A L F ]  of the s e n a t o r s  

shall be e l e c t e d  in the p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n  y e a r  a n d  t w e n t y - n i n e  in 

the g u b e r n a t o r i a l  e l e c t i o n  y ear [ EV E R Y  T W O  Y E A R S ] .

S E C T I O N  12. RULES. Th e  [H O US E  O F  EACH] l e g i s l a t u r e  s hall a d o p t  

[UNIFORM] r u l e s  of p rocedure. T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  [ E A C H HOUSE] m a y  c h o o s e
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its o f f i c e r s  a n d  e m p l o y e e s .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  [EACH] is the j u d g e  of the 

e l e c t i o n  a n d  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of its m e m b e r s  a n d  m a y  e x p e l  a m e m b e r  w i t h  

the c o n c u r r e n c e  o f  t w o - t h i r d s  of its m e m b e r s .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e [EACH] 

s h a l l  k e e p  a j o u r n a l  of its p r o c e e d i n g s .  A  m a j o r i t y  o f  the m e m b e r s h i p  

of the l e g i s l a t u r e  [EACH HO U S E ]  c o n s t i t u t e s  a q u o r u m  to do b u s i n e s s ,  but. 

a s m a l l e r  n u m b e r  m a y  a d j o u r n  f r o m  d a y  to d a y  and m a y  c o m p e l  a t t e n d a n c e  

of a b s e n t  m e m b e r s .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  r e g u l a t e  l o b b y i n g .

S E C T I O N  14. P A S S A G E  O F  BILLS. (a ) T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  shall e s t a b ­

lish the p r o c e d u r e  for e n a c t m e n t  of b i l l s  i n t o  law. No b i l l  m a y  b e c o m e  

l a w  u n l e s s  it h a s  p a s s e d  t h r e e  r e a d i n g s  [IN EACH H O U S E ]  o n  t h r e e  s e p a­

r a t e  d a y s ,  e x c e p t  that a n y  b i l l  m a y  be a d v a n c e d  f r o m  s e c o n d  to t h i r d  

r e a d i n g  on the s a m e  day by c o n c u r r e n c e  of t h r e e - f o u r t h s  of the m e m b e r -  

s h i p  [ H O U S E  C O N S I D E R I N G  IT]. No b i l l  m a y  b e c o m e  la w  w i t h o u t  an a f f i r m a­

tive v o t e  of a m a j o r i t y  of the m e m b e r s h i p  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  [EACH

H O U S E ] .  T h e  y e a s  a n d  n a y s  o n  final p a s s a g e  shall be e n t e r e d  In the 

j o u r n a 1.

(b) A v o t e  on f inal p a s s a g e  o f a b i l l may no t  he t a k e n u n t i l  five 

l e g i s l a t i v e  d a y s  a f t e r  the I n t r o d u c t i o n  of the b i ll a n d  u n til at l e ast 

o n e  l e g i s l a t i v e  d a y  a f t e r  t h e  d a t e  p u b l i c l y  a n n o u n c e d  for the b i ll to 

a p p e a r  o n  the d a i l y  c a l e n d a r  of the l e g i s l a t u r e .  H o w e v e r ,  in the c a s e  

of an u r g e n c y  b i l l  n e c e s s a r y  for t h e  i m m e d i a t e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f the p u b l i c  

p e a c e , h e a 1th, o r  s a f e t y ,  t h r e e - f o u r t h s  of the m e m b e r s h i p  of the l e g i s -  

1a t u r e  may  d i s p e n s e  w i t h  t h e s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  A s t a t e m e n t  of f acts c o n­

stituting, th e  u r g e n c y  s h a l l  be set o u t  in one s e c t  i o n of the u r g e n c y

b i l l ,  an d  t h a t  s e c t i o n  a n d  the b i l l  s h a l l  he v o t e d  o n  s e p a r a t e l y  a n d  e a c h

m a y  b e  p a s s e d  o n l y  b y  the c o n c u r r e n c e  o f  t w o - t h i r d s o f  the m e m b e r s h i p  of 

th e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  An u r g e n c y  b i l l  m a y  n o t  c r e a t e  or  a b o l i s h  a s t a te 

o f f i c e ,  c h a n g e  the s a l a r y ,  term, o r  d u t i e s  o f  a s t a t e  o f f i c i a l , g r a n t a 

f r a n c h i s e  o r  s p e c i a l  p r i v i l e g e ,  c r e a t e  a v e s t e d  r i g h t  or i n t e r e s t ,  or

- 2 -  C S H J R  1



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

1 1

1?

13

14

1 5

16

17

1 8

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

28

T

l e v y  a lax.

S E C T I O N  15. VETO. The g o v e r n o r  m a y  veto h i l l s  p a s s e d  by the 

l e g i s l a t u r e .  H e  may, hy veto, s t r i k e  or re d u c e  i t e m s  in a p p r o p r i a t i o n  

b i l l s .  He s h a l l  r e t u r n  any v e t o e d  bill, w i t h  a s t a t e m e n t  of his o b j e c­

tions, to the l e g i s l a t u r e  [HOUSE 0 E  O R I G I N ] ,

S E C T I O N  16. A C T I O N  U PON V E T O . U p o n  receipt o f  a veto m e s s a g e ,  the 

l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  m e e t  i m m e d i a t e l y  [IN J O I N T  S E S S I O N ]  a n d  r e c o n s i d e r  

p a s s a g e  of the v e t o e d  bil l  or item. Bills to r a i s e  r e v e n u e  an d  a p p r o­

p r i a t i o n  b i l l s  or items, a l t h o u g h  veto e d,  b e c o m e  l a w  by a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  

of t h r e e - f o u r t h s  of the m e m b e r s h i p  of the l e g i s l a t u r e .  O ther v e t o e d  

h i l l s  b e c o m e  l a w  by a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  of t w o - t h i r d s  of the m e m b e r s h i p  of 

t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  The  v o t e  on r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of a v e t o e d  bill shall be 

e n t e r e d  in [ON] the j o u r n al [ J O U R N A L S ]  of the le g i s l a t u r e  [BOTH H O U S E S ] ,  

S E C T I O N  18. E F F E C T I V E  DATE. Laws pas s ed  b y  the l e g i s l a t u r e  b e c o m e  

e f f e c t i v e  n i n e t y  days a f t e r  e n a c t m e n t .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  may, by c o n­

c u r r e n c e  of t w o - t h i r d s  of the m e m b e r s h i p  [OF E A C H  H O U S E ] , p r o v i d e  for 

a n o t h e r  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e .

S E C T I O N  20. I M P E A C H M E N T .  All c i v i l  o f f i c e r s  of the S t a t e  are 

s u b j e c t  to i m p e a c h m e n t  by the l e g i s l a t u r e .  I m p e a c h m e n t  [SHALL O R I G I N A T E  

IN T H E  S E N A T E  AND] m u s t  be a p p r o v e d  by a t w o - t h i r d s  v o t e  of its m e m b e r s .  

Tlie r e s o l u t i o n  [MOTION] for i m p e a c h m e n t  shall list f ul l y  the b asis for 

the p r o c e e d i n g .  T r i a l  on i m p e a c h m e n t  shall be c o n d u c t e d  by the 

l e g i s l a t u r e  [HOUSE O F  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S ] ,  A s u p r e m e  c o u r t  j u s t i c e  

d e s i g n a t e d  b y  the c o u r t  s h a l l  p r e s i d e  at the t r i a l .  C o n c u r r e n c e  of

t h r e e - f o u r t h s  [ T W O - T H I R DS ]  o f  the  m e m b e r s  of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  [HOUSE] is 
/

r e q u i r e d  for a j u d g m e n t  of i m p e a c h m e n t .  The  j u d g m e n t  m a y  not e x t e n d  

b e y o n d  r e m o v a l  f r o m  offi c e,  b u t  s h a l l  not p r e v e n t  p r o c e e d i n g s  in the 

c o u r t s  o n  t h e  s a m e  o r  r e l a t e d  c h a r g e s .

* Sec. 2. A r t i c l e  VI, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the S t a t e  o f  Alaska, is r e p e a l e d
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and r e - a d o p t e d  to read:

A R T I C L E  VI. L E G I S L A T I V E  DISTRICTING.

S E C T I O N  1. L E G I S L A T I V E  DISTRICTS. (a) M e m b e r s  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  

s hall be e l e c t e d  by the q u a l i f i e d  voters in the legislative d i s t r i c t s  

e s t a b l i s h e d  as p r o v i d e d  in this article.

(b) L e g i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t s  shall consist of compact, c o n t i g u o u s  

t e r r i t o r y .  Each s e n a t o r  s hall represent, as n e a r l y  as p o s s i b l e ,  an 

e qual n u m b e r  of persons. T h e  n um b e r  of persons r e p r e s e n t ed  by each 

s e n a t o r  is d e t e r m i n e d  by d i v i d i n g  the total m e m b e r s h i p  of the l e g i s l a­

ture into the total p o p u l a t i o n  of the State. T h e  basis for l e g i slative 

r e d i s t r i c t i n g  shall be the total p o p u l a t i o n  of the State as r e p or t e d  in 

the m o s t  recent d e c e n n i a l  federal census. If the r e d i s t r i c t i n g  is 

p u r s u a n t  to a court order, the total p o p u l a t i o n  of the S t a t e  as d e t e r­

m i n e d  by the most recent d e c e n n i a l  federal census, or, if the census is 

five y e a r s  old or older, then o t he r  r e l iable p o p u l a t i o n  data, i n c l u d i n g  

but not limited to p o p u l a t i o n  e s t i m a t e s  b a s e d  on public school e n r o l l­

ments, pu b l i c  u t i l i t y  c o n n e c t i o n s ,  r e g i s t e r ed  voters or c e r t i f i e d  e m p l o y­

ment. pay rolls, s h a ll  be use d  as the basis for the l e g i s l a t i v e r e d i s t r i c t­

ing.

(c) To  the ex t e nt  the re q u i r e m e n t s  of e q u a l i ty  in t e rm s  of p o p u­

lation permit, e a c h  l e g i s l a t i v e  district shall contain, as n e a r l y  as 

p r a c t i c a b l e ,  a r e l a t i v e l y  integ r a t e d  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  area. In the f o r m a­

tion of l e g i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t s ,  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  shall be g i v e n  to local 

g o v e r n m e n t  b o u n d a r i e s .  W h e n e v e r  possible, d r a i n a g e b a s i n s  and o th e r  

i d e n t i f i a b l e  g e o g r a p h i c  fe a tures shall be u s e d  in d e s c r i b i n g  le g i s l a t i ve  

d i s t r i c t  bo u n d a r i e s.

S E C T I O N  2. R E D I S T R I C T I N G .  (a) T h e  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  r e d i s t r i c t  the 

l e g i s l a t u r e  in the m a n n e r  p r e s c r i b e d  by this arti c l e i m m e d i a t e l y  f o l­

l o w i n g  the o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t i n g  of the d e c e n n i a l  federal census, or imme-
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d l a t e l y  f o l l o w i n g  a c o u r t  o r d e r  to r e d i s t r i c t  the l e g i s l a t u r e .

(b) Th e  t e r m  of o f fi c e  of a m e m b e r  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  is not 

a f f e c t e d  by a c h a n g e  in the b o u n d a r i e s  of the d i s t r i c t  from w h i c h  h e  was 

elected.

S E C T I O N  3. R E D I S T R I C T I N G  HOARD. The g o v e r n o r  shall a p p o i n t  a 

r e d i s t r i c t i n g  b o a r d  to advise him. Th e  b o a r d  shall c o n s i s t  of five 

members, none of w h o m  may he a p u b l i c  e m p l o y e e  or o f f i c i a l .  At least 

one m e m b e r  of the b o a r d  shall he a p p o i n t e d  f rom the (I) S o u t h e a s t e r n ,

(2) S o u t h c e n t r a l ,  (3) Central, (4) W e s tern, and (3) N o r t h w e s t e r n  r e g i o n s  

of the state. A p p o i n t m e n t s  to the b o a r d  s h a l l  be m a d e  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  to 

p o l i t i ca l  a f f i l i a t i o n .  H o wever, the b o a r d  shall i n c l u d e  at least one 

me m b e r  from e ach p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  w h i c h  n o m i n a t e d  a c a n d i d a t e  for g o v e r n o r  

who re c e i v e d  at least ten p e r c e n t  of the total v o t e  cast at the g e n e r a l  

e l e c t i o n  for g o v e r n o r  p r e c e d i n g  the a p p o i n t m e n t  of the board. H o a r d  

m e m b e r s  shall be c o m p e n s a t e d .  T h e  b oard shall e l e c t  one of its m e m b e r s  

c h a i r m a n  and ma y  e m p l o y  a t e m p o r a r y  staff. C o n c u r r e n c e  of t h r e e m e m b e r s  

of the b o a r d  is r e q u i r e d  for a r u l i n g  or d e t e r m i n a t i o n  by the b o a r d ,  but 

a lesser n u m b e r  of m e m b e r s  m a y  c o n d u c t  h e a r i n g s  or o t h e r w i s e  act for the 

b o a r d .

S E C T I O N  4. R E D I S T R I C T I N G  PLAN; P R O C L A M A T I O N .  W i t h i n  n i n e t y  days 

f o l l o w i n g  the o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t i n g  of the de c e n n i a l  federal c e n s u s , the 

r e d i s t r i c t i n g  h o a r d  shall s u b m i t  to the g o v e r n o r  a p lan for r e d i s t r i c t i n g  

as p r o v i d e d  in t his a r t i c l e  a n d  s hall m a k e  the r e d i s t r i c t i n g  p l a n  p u b l i c .  

W i t h i n  n i n e t y  d a y s  a f t er  r e c e i p t  of the r e d i s t r i c t i n g  plan, the g o v e r n o r  

s hall i s s u e  a p r o c l a m a t i o n  o f  r e d i s t r i c t i n g .  A s t a t e m e n t  a c c o m p a n y i n g  

the p r o c l a m a t i o n  s hall e x p l a i n  a n y  c h a n g e  fro m  th e  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  p l a n  

s u b m i t t e d  to h i m  b y  the r e d i s t r i c t i n g  board. T h e  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  s h a l l  be 

e f f e c t i v e  for t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  m e m b e r s  o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e  u n t il  a f t e r  the 

o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t i n g  of the n e x t  d e c e n n i a l  cens u s.
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S E C T I O N  5. E N F O R C E M E N T ;  J U D I C I A L  R E V I E W ,  C O R R E C T I O N .  A q u a l i f i e d  

v o t e r  tnay a p p l y  to the s u p r e m e  c o u r t  to c o m p e l  the g o v e r n o r  to r e­

d i s t r i c t ,  to r e v i e w  the r e d i s t r i c t i n g  p l a n ,  or to c o r r e c t  an e r r o r  in 

r e d i s t r i c t i n g .  A n  a p p l i c a t i o n  to c o m p e l  the g o v e r n o r  to r e d i s t r i c t  m u s t  

he f i l e d  w i t h i n  t h i r t y  d ay s  of the e x p i r a t i o n  of e i t h e r  of th e  two 

n i n e t y - d a y  p e r i o d s  s p e c i f i e d  in S e c t i o n  4 of this a r t i c l e .  An a p p l i c a­

ti o n  to r e v i e w  the r e d i s t r i c t i n g  p l a n  o r  to c o m p e l  its c o r r e c t  ion must 

be f i l e d  w i t h i n  t h i r t y  d a y s  f o l l o w i n g  the d a t e  of a p r o e l a m a t  ion of 

r e d i s t r i c t i n g .  O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of a p p l i c a t i o n s  f i l e d  u n d e r  this 

s e c t i o n  in v e s t e d  in the s u p r e m e  c o u r t ,  a n d  the a p p l i c a t i o n  m a y  he 

r e v i e w e d  h y  the s u p r e m e  c o u r t  u p o n  the l a w  and the facts.

* Sec. 3. A r t i c l e  II, sec. 10, a n d  art. XIV, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  S t a t e  of 

A l a s k a ,  a r e  r e p e a l e d .

* S e c .  4. T h e  a m e n d m e n t s  p r o p o s e d  b y  t hi s  r e s o l u t i o n  shall b e  p l a c e d  

b e f o r e  the v o t e r s  of the s t a t e  at the n e x t  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  in c o n f o r m i t y  

w i t h  art. X II I ,  sec. 1, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the S t a t e  of A l a s k a ,  a n d  th e  e l e c t i o n  

laws of the s ta t e .

* Sec. 5. If the a m e n d m e n t s  p r o p o s e d  b y  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  ar e  r a t i f i e d  by a 

m a j o r i t y  of q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  v o t i n g  on the r e s o l u t i o n ,  the f o l l o w i n g  p r o­

v i s i o n s  s h a l l  be f o l l o w e d  in the t r a n s i t i o n  f r o m  a b i c a m e r a l  to a u n i c a m e r a l  

l e g i s l a t u r e :

(1) the h o l d o v e r  m e m b e r s  of the s e n a t e  a n d  t h o s e  m e m b e r s  of the 

s e n a t e  a n d  h o u s e  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  e l e c t e d  to the T w e l f t h  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  

s h a l l  si t  as a b i c a m e r a l  l e g i s l a t u r e  d u r i n g  t h e f irst s e s s i o n ,  but shall sit 

as a u n i c a m e r a l  l e g i s l a t u r e  c o n s i s t i n g  of 6 0  m e m b e r s  d u r i n g  t h e  s e c o n d  s e s­

sion;

(2) at t h e  f i r s t  s e s s i o n  o f  the T w e l f t h  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  the 

l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  m a k e  the n e c e s s a r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  for s i t t i n g  as a u n i c a m e r a l  

l e g i s l a t u r e  d u r i n g  t h e  s e c o n d  s e s s i o n ;
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(3) n o  l a t e r  t h a n  J u l y  1, 1982, the g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  r e d i s t r i c t  the 

l e g i s l a t u r e  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  art. VI, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the S t a t e  of Alaska, 

as a m e n d e d  b y  this r e s o l u t i o n ,  to p r o v i d e  for a u n i c a m e r a l  l e g i s l a t u r e  c o n­

s i s t i n g  o f  59 m e m b e r s ;  the t ot a l  p o p u l a t i o n  of the s ta t e  as d e t e r m i n e d  by the 

m o s t  r e c e n t  d e c e n n i a l  f e d e r a l  c en s u s  s hall be u s e d  as the b a s i s  for the l e g­

i s l a t i v e  r e d i s t r i c t i n g ;

(4) at th e  1982 g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n ,  29 m e m b e r s  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  

s h a l l  be e l e c t e d  to f o u r - y e a r  terms, a n d  20 m e m b e r s  shall be e l e c t e d  to 

t w o - y e a r  terms, set b y  the g o v e r n o r  in the redistricting, p l a n  p r o v i d e d  for by

(3) of this s ec t i o n ;  the 10 m e m b e r s  of the s e n a t e  e l e c t e d  to f o u r - y e a r  terms 

in 19 8 0  s h a l l  h o l d  o v e r  as m e m b e r s  of the T h i r t e e n t h  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  until 

the e x p i r a t i o n  of t h e i r  t erms in 1984.
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