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I n t r o d u c e d :  1 / 2 4 / 7 9
R e f e r r e d :  S t a t e  A f f a i r s
a n d  J u d i c i a r y

I N  T H E  H O U S E  B Y  P A R K E R  A N D  R O G E R S

H O U S E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 1 

IN TH E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

P r o p o s i n g  a m e n d m e n t s  to the C o n s t i t u t i o n  

of the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  p r o v i d i n g  for a 

u n i c a m e r a l  l e g i s l a t u r e .

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. A r t i c l e  II, secs. 1, 2, 3, 12, 14, 16, 18 a n d  20, C o n s t i t u ­

t i o n  of th e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a  ar e  a m e n d e d  to read:

S E C T I O N  1. L E G I S L A T I V E  POWER; M E M B E R S H I P .  T h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  p o w e r  

of the S t a t e  is v e s t e d  in a l e g i s l a t u r e  [ C O N S I S T I N G  O F  A S E N A T E  W I T H  A 

M E M B E R S H I P  O F  T W E N T Y  A N D  A H O U S E  O F  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S ]  w i t h  a m e m b e r s h i p  

of s i x t y - o n e  s e n a t o r s  [FORTY].

S E C T I O N  2. M E M B E R S ’ Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S .  A m e m b e r  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  

s h a l l  be a q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r  w h o  h a s  b e e n  a r e s i d e n t  of A l a s k a  for at 

l e a s t t h r e e  y e a rs  a n d  of the d i s t r i c t  f r o m  w h i c h  e l e c t e d  for at l e a s t  

on e  year, i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  h i s  f i l i n g  for o f f i c e .  A s e n a t o r  s h a l l  

be at l e a s t [ T W E N T Y - F I V E  Y E A R S  O F  A G E A N D  A R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  AT L E A S T ]  

t w e n t y - o n e  y e a r s  of age.

S E C T I O N  3. E L E C T I O N  A N D  T E R M S .  S e n a t o r s  [ L E G I S L A T O R S ]  s h a l l  be 

e l e c t e d  at g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n s .  T h e i r  t e r m s  b e g i n  on  the s e c o n d  [ F OU R T H ]  

M o n d a y  o f  t h e  J a n u a r y  f o l l o w i n g  e l e c t i o n  u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  by  

law. T h e  [TERM O F  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  S H A L L  BE T W O  Y E A R S ,  A N D  THE] t e r m  of 

senato rs s h a ll  be [,] f o u r  y e a r s .  T h i r t y - o n e  [ O N E - H A L F ]  o f  the s e n a t o r s  

s h a ll  be e le cted  in the p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n  y e a r  a n d  t h i r t y  i n  t h e  

g u b e rn a to ria l e le c tio n  year [EVERY T W O  YEARS].

SECTION 12. RULES. The [HOUSE OF EACH] le g is la t u r e  s h a ll  adopt 

[UNIFORM] ru le s  of procedure. The le g is la t u r e  [EACH HOUSE] may choose
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i t s  o f f i c e r s  a n d  e m p l o y e e s .  T h e l e g i s l a t u r e  [EACH] is th e  j u d g e  of the 

e l e c t i o n  a n d  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of its m e m b e r s  a n d  m a y  e x p e l  a m e m b e r  w i t h  

t h e  c o n c u r r e n c e  o f  t w o - t h i r d s  of its m e m b e r s .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  [EACH] 

s h a l l  k e e p  a j o u r n a l  of its p r o c e e d i n g s .  A m a j o r i t y  of t he m e m b e r s h i p  

o f  th e l e g i s l a t u r e  [EACH H O U S E ]  c o n s t i t u t e s  a q u o r u m  to do b u s i n e s s ,  but 

a s m a l l e r  n u m b e r  tnay a d j o u r n  f rom d a y  to d a y  a n d  m a y  c o m p e l  a t t e n d a n c e  

o f  a b s e n t  m e m b e r s .  T h e l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  r e g u l a t e  l o b b y i n g .

S E C T I O N  14. P A S S A G E  O F  BILLS. (a ) T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  shall e s t a b­

li s h  the p r o c e d u r e  for e n a c t m e n t  of b i l l s  i nto law. No b i l l  m a y  b e c o m e  

l a w  u n l e s s  it h a s  p a s s e d  t h r e e  r e a d i n g s  [IN EACH H O U S E ]  o n  t h r e e  s e p a­

r a t e  d a y s , e x c e p t  that a n y  bil l m a y  be a d v a n c e d  f r o m  s e c o n d  to t h i r d  

r e a d i n g  o n  the s a m e  day b y  c o n c u r r e n c e  of t h r e e - f o u r t h s  of the m e m b e r­

s h i p  [HOU S E  C O N S I D E R I N G  IT], No b i l l  m a y  b e c o m e  law w i t h o u t  an a f f i r m a­

ti v e  v o t e  o f  a m a j o r i t y  o f  the m e m b e r s h i p  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  [EACH 

H O U S E ] .  T h e  y e a s  a n d  n a y s  on final p a s s a g e  s hall be e n t e r e d  in the 

j o u r n a l .

(b) N o  v o t e  o n  final p a s s a g e  o f  a b i l l  m a y  be t a k e n  u ntil f i v e  

l e g i s l a t i v e  d a y s  a f t e r  its i n t r o d u c t i o n  a n d  u n t i l  at l e as t  o n e  l e g i s­

l a t i v e  d a y  a f t e r  th e  d a t e  p u b l i c l y  a n n o u n c e d  for it to a p p e a r  o n  the 

d a i l y  c a l e n d a r .  H o w e v e r ,  in the c a s e  or a n  u r g e n c y  b i l l  n e c e s s a r y  for 

t h e  i m m e d i a t e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  the p u b l i c  peace, h e a l t h ,  or s a f e t y , 

t h r e e - f o u r t h s  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  m a y  d i s p e n s e  w i t h  this r e q u i r e m e n t .  A 

s t a t e m e n t  o f  f a c t s  c o n s t i t u t i n g  t h e  u r g e n c y  s h al l  be s e t  o u t  in on e 

s e c t i o n  o f  the bill, a n d  t h e  s e c t i o n  a n d  the bi l l  s h a l l  be p a s s e d  s e p a­

rately, each by t h e  c o n c u r r e n c e  o f  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  the m e m b e r s h i p .  A n  

urgency bill may not c r e a t e  or a b o l i s h  a n y  o f f i c e ,  c h a n g e  the s a l a r y ,  

term, or duties of a n  office, g r a n t  a f r a n c h i s e  or s p e c i a l  p r i v i l e g e ,  

create a vested right or interest, or l e v y  a tax.

SECTION 15. VETO. The governor may veto bills passed by the
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legi s l a tu r e .  He may, b y  veto, strike or reduce i t e m s  in a p p r o p r i a t i o n  

bills. He s h a l l  r e t u r n  any v e t o e d  bill, wit h  a s t a t e m e n t  of h i s  o b j e c­

tions, to the l e g i s l a t u r e  [HOUSE OF ORIGIN],

S E C T I O N  16. A C T I O N  UPON  VETO. Upo n  r e c e i p t  of a veto m e s s a g e ,  t h e  

l e g i s l a t u r e  s hall meet i m m e d i a t e l y  [IN J O I N T  S E S S I O N ]  and r e c o n s i d e r  

p a s s a g e  of the ve t o e d  bill or item. Bills to r a i s e  revenue a n d  a p p r o­

pr i a t i o n  b i l l s  or items, a l t h o u g h  vetoed, b e c o m e  la w  by a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  

of t h r e e - f o u r t h s  of the m e m b e r s h i p  of the l e g i s l a t u r e .  Other vetoed 

b i l l s bec o m e  l a w  by a f f i r m a t i v e  vote of t w o - t h i r d s  o f  the m e m b e r s h i p  o f  

the legi sl a t u r e .  The vote on r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of a v e t o e d  bil l  shall be 

e n t e r e d  iri [ON] the j o u r nal [JOURNALS] of the l e g i s l a t u r e  [BOTH H O U S E S ] ,  

S E C T I O N  18. E F F E C T I V E  DATE. Laws passed b y  the l e g i s l a t ur e  b e c o m e  

e f f e c t i v e  n i n e t y  days after e n a c t m e n t .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  may, b y  c o n­

cur r e n c e  of t w o - t h i r d s  of the m e m b e r s h i p  [OF E ACH HOUSE], p r o v i d e  for 

a n o t h e r  e f f e c t i v e  date.

S E C T I O N  20. I M P EA C H M E N T .  All civil o f f i c e r s  of the S t a t e  are 

s u b j e c t  to i m p e a c h m e n t  by the legislature. I m p e a c h m e n t  [SHALL O R I G I N A T E  

IN T H E  S E N A T E  AND] must be a p p r o v e d  by a m a j o r i t y  [TWO-THIRDS] vote o f  

its members. T h e  r e s o l u t i o n  [MOTION] for i m p e a c h m e n t  shall list fully 

the b asis for the p r o c e ed i n g .  Trial on i m p e a c h m e n t  shall be c o n d u c t e d  

b y  the l e g i s l a t u r e  [HOUSE O F  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S ] ,  A supreme c o u r t  j u s t i c e  

d e s i g n a t e d  b y  the c o ur t  shall p r e s i d e  at the tr i a l .  C o n c u r r e n c e  of 

t h r e e - f o u r t h s  [TWO-THIRDS] o f  the memb e r s  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  [HOUSE] is 

r e q u i r e d  for a j u d g m e n t  of i m p e a c h m e n t .  T h e  j u d g m e n t  may no t  e x t e n d  

b e y o n d  r e m o v a l  f r o m  offi c e,  b u t  shall not p r e v e n t  p r o c e e d i n g s  in the 

c o u r t s  on the s ame or r e l a t e d  charges.

* Sec. 2. Article VI, Constitution of the State of Alaska, is repealed 

and re-adopted to read:

ARTICLE VI. LEGISLATIVE DISTRICTING.
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S E C T I O N  1. L E G I S L A T I V E  DIST R I C TS .  (a) M e m b e r s  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  

shall be e l e c t e d  by the q u a l i f i e d  vot e r s  in the l e g i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t s  

e s t a b l i s h e d  in the m a n n e r  p r o v i d e d  in this a r t i c l e .

(b) L e g i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t s  shall c o n s i s t  of compact, c o n t i g u o u s  

t e r r i t o r y .  E a c h  s e n a t o r  shall r e p r e s e n t,  as n e a r l y  as p o s s i b l e ,  an 

e qual n u m b e r  of persons. Th e  n u m b e r  of p e r s o n s  r e p r e s e n t e d  by e ac h  

s e n a t o r  is d e t e r m i n e d  b y  d i v i d i n g  the total m e m b e r s h i p  of the l e g i s l a­

ture int o  the total p o p u l a t i o n  of the State. Th e  basis for l e g i s l a t i v e  

r e d i s t r i c t i n g  shall be the total p o p u l a t i o n  of the s t a t e  as r e p o r t e d  in 

the m o s t  r e c e n t  d e c e n n i a l  fede r al  census. If the r e d i s t r i c t i n g  is 

p u r s u a n t  to a court order, the total p o p u l a t i o n  of the s t a t e  as d e t e r­

m i n e d  by  the most re c e n t  d e c e n n i a l  federal census, or, if the c e n s u s  is 

f ive y e a r s  old or older, t hen o t he r  r e l i a b l e  p o p u l a t i o n  data, i n c l u d i n g  

but n o t  l i m i t e d  to p o p u l a t i o n  e s t i m a t e s  b a s e d  on pu bl i c  school e n r o l l­

me n t s ,  p u b l i c  u t i l i t y  c o n n e c t i o n s ,  r e g i s t e r e d  voters or c e r t i f i e d  

e m p l o y m e n t  payrolls, s hall be u s e d  as the b a s i s  for the l e g i s l a t i v e  

r e d i s t r i c t i n g .

(c) To the e x t e n t  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  of e q u a l i t y  in terms of p o p u­

lation permit, e a c h  l e g i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t  s h a l l  c o n tain, as n e a r l y  as 

practicable, a r e l a t i v e l y  i n t e g r a t e d  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  area. In the f o r m a­

tion of legislative districts, c o n s i d e r a t i o n  shall be g i v e n  to local 

government boundaries. Whenever p o s s i b l e ,  d r a i n a g e  b a s i n s  an d  o t h e r 

identifiable geographic features s hall be u s e d  in d e s c r i b i n g  l e g i s l a t i v e  

district boundaries.

SECTION 2. REDISTRICTING. (a) The governor shall redistrict the 

legislature in the manner prescribed by this article immediately fol­

lowing the official reporting of the decennial federal census, or imme­

diately following a court order to redistrict.

(b) The term of office of a member of the legislature is not
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a f f e c t e d  b y  a c h a n g e  in the b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t he  d i s t r i c t  f r o m  w h i c h  h e  w a s  

e l e c t e d .

S E C T I O N  3. R E D I S T R I C T I N G  A D V I S O R Y  BOARD. (a) T h e  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  

a p p o i n t  a r e d i s t r i c t i n g  b o a r d  to a c t  in a n  a d v i s o r y  c a p a c i t y  to him. It 

s h a l l  c o n s i s t  o f  f i v e  m e m b e r s ,  n o n e  o f  w h o m  m a y  be p u b l i c  e m p l o y e e s  or 

o f f i c i a l s .  A t  l e a st  o n e  m e m b e r  e a c h  s h a l l  b e  a p p o i n t e d  f r o m  th e  S o u t h­

eas t e r n ,  S o u t h c e n t r a l ,  C e n t r a l ,  a n d  W e s t e r n  or N o r t h w e s t e r n  r e g i o n s  o f  

the state. A p p o i n t m e n t s  s h a l l  be m a d e  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  to p o l i t i c a l  

a f f i l i a t i o n ;  h o w e v e r ,  the b o a r d  m e m b e r s h i p  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  at l e a s t  o ne  

m e m b e r  of e a c h  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  w h i c h  n o m i n a t e d  a c a n d i d a t e  for g o v e r n o r  

w h o  r e c e i v e d  at l east ten p e r  ce n t  o f  the t o t a l  v o t e  c a s t  at t h e  p r e­

c e d i n g  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  fo r  g o v e r n o r .

(b) B o a r d  m e m b e r s  s h a l l  be c o m p e n s a t e d .

(c) T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  e l e c t  o n e  of its m e m b e r s  c h a i r m a n  a n d  m a y  

e m p l o y  a t e m p o r a r y  st af f .  C o n c u r r e n c e  of t h r e e  m e m b e r s  is r e q u i r e d  for 

a r u l i n g  o r  d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  b u t a l e s s e r  n u m b e r  m a y  c o n d u c t  h e a r i n g s  or 

o t h e r w i s e  a c t  for the b o a r d .

S E C T I O N  U. R E D I S T R I C T I N G  P L A N ;  P R O C L A M A T I O N .  W i t h i n  n i n e t y  d a y s  

f o l l o w i n g  t h e  o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t i n g  o f  the d e c e n n i a l  f e d e r a l  c e n s u s ,  t h e  

b o a r d  s h a l l  s u b m i t  to t h e  g o v e r n o r  a p l a n  for r e d i s t r i c t i n g  as p r o v i d e d  

in this a r t i c l e  an d s h a l l  m a k e  t h e  p l a n  p u b l i c .  W i t h i n  n i n e t y  d a y s  

a f t e r  r e c e i p t  o f  the p l a n ,  t h e  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  i s s u e  a p r o c l a m a t i o n  o f  

r e d i s t r i c t i n g .  A n  a c c o m p a n y i n g  s t a t e m e n t  s h a l l  e x p l a i n  a n y  c h a n g e  f r o m  

the p l a n  s u b m i t t e d  to h i m  b y  t h e  b o a r d .  T h e  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  s h a l l  be 

e f f e c t i v e  fo r  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  u n t i l  a f t e r  th e 

o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t i n g  of t h e  n e x t  d e c e n n i a l  c e n s u s .

SECTION 5. ENFORCEMENT; JUDICIAL REVIEW, CORRECTION. A qualified 

voter may apply to the supreme court to compel the governor to perform 

his redistricting duties, to review the redistricting plan, or to cor-
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r e c t  a n  e r r o r  in r e d i s t r i c t i n g .  A p p l i c a t i o n  to c o m p e l  the g o v e r n o r  to 

p e r f o r m  h i s  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  d u t i e s  m u s t  be f i l e d  w i t h i n  t h i r t y  d a y s  of the 

e x p i r a t i o n  o f  e i t h e r  o f  th e  t w o  n i n e t y - d a y  p e r i o d s  s p e c i f i e d  in S e c t i o n  

4 of t h i s  a r t i c l e .  A p p l i c a t i o n  to r e v i e w  t h e  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  p l a n  or to 

c o m p e l  i t s  c o r r e c t i o n  m u s t  be f i l e d  w i t h i n  t h i r t y  days f o l l o w i n g  the 

p r o c l a m a t i o n .  O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  in t h e s e  m a t t e r s  is v e s t e d  in the 

s u p r e m e  c o u r t ,  a n d  t h e  c a u s e  m a y  b e  r e v i e w e d  by the s u p r e m e  c o u r t  u p o n  

the l a w  a n d  the f a c t s .

* Sec. 3. A r t i c l e  II a n d  art. XIV, sec. 10, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of th e  S t a t e  of 

A l a s k a ,  a r e  r e p e a l e d .

* Sec. 4. T h e  a m e n d m e n t s  p r o p o s e d  b y  this r e s o l u t i o n  s hall be p l a c e d  

b e f o r e  t h e  v o t e r s  of t h e  s t a t e  at the n e x t  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  in c o n f o r m i t y  

w i t h  art. X I I I ,  sec. 1, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  a n d  the e l e c t i o n  

law s of t h e  s t a t e .

* Sec. 5. If the a m e n d m e n t s  p r o p o s e d  by t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  ar e  r a t i f i e d  by a 

m a j o r i t y  o f  q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  v o t i n g  on the r e s o l u t i o n ,  the f o l l o w i n g  p r o­

v i s i o n s  s h a l l  be f o l l o w e d  in the t r a n s i t i o n  f r o m  a b i c a m e r a l  to a u n i c a m e r a l  

l e g i s l a t u r e :

(1) the h o l d o v e r  m e m b e r s  o f  the s e n a t e  and t h o s e  m e m b e r s  o f  the 

s e n a t e  a n d  h o u s e  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  e l e c t e d  to the T w e l f t h  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  

s h a l l  si t  a s  a b i c a m e r a l  l e g i s l a t u r e  d u r i n g  t h e  first s e s s i o n ,  b u t  s h a l l  sit 

as a u n i c a m e r a l  l e g i s l a t u r e  c o n s i s t i n g  of 60 m e m b e r s  d u r i n g  t h e  s e c o n d  

s e s s i o n ;

(2) at the first session of the Twelfth Alaska Legislature, the 

legislature shall make the necessary preparation for sitting as a unicameral 

legislature during the second session;

(3) no later than July 1, 1982, the governor shall redistrict the 

legislature In accordance with art. VI, Constitution of the State of Alaska, 

as amended by this resolution, to provide for a unicameral legislature con-
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s i s t i n g  of 61 membe r s ; the total p o p u l a t i o n  of the s t a t e  as d e t e r m i n e d  b y  the 

I m o s t  r e c e n t  de c e n n i a l  federal c en s u s  shall be used as the basis for the l e g­

is l a t i v e  r e d i s t r i c t i n g ;

(4) at the  1982 g e n e r a l  el e ction, 30 m e m b e r s  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  

s h a l l  be e l e c t e d  to f o u r - y ea r  terms, and 21 memb e r s  s h a l l  be e l e c t e d  to 

I t w o - y e a r  terms, set b y  the g o v e r n o r  in the r e d i s t r i c t i n g  plan p r o v i d e d  for b y

j! (3) of this section; the 10 m e m b e r s  of the senate e l e c t e d  to f ou r - y e a r  t e r m s
I!
ji in 1980 shall hold over  as m e m b e r s  of the T h i r t e e n t h  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  u n t i l

i| t he  e x p i r a t i o n  of t h e i r  terms in 1984.
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