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Referred: J u d i c i a r y

IN T H E  HOUSE

BY THE R U L E S  C O M M I T T E E  
BY R E Q U E S T

H O U S E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 62 am

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  TH E S T A T E  OF AL A S K A

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S IO N

R e l a t i n g  to the federal census.

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY T HE  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  art. I, sec. 22 of the A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  g u a r a n t e e s  that the 

r i g h t  of the p e o p l e  to p r i v a c y  is r e c o g n i z e d ,  shall not be i n f r i n g e d  and 

d i r e c t s  the l e g i s l a t u r e  to implement this section; and

W H E R E A S  art. Ill, sec. 16 of the Al as k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  di r e c t s  that the 

g o v e r n o r  s hall be r e s p o n s i b l e  for the fa i t h f u l  e x e c u t i o n  of the laws and 

f u r t h e r  d i r e c t s  that the g o v e r n o r  an d  a t t o r n e y  gene r al  may, by a p p r o p r i a t e  

c o u r t  a c t i o n  or p r o c e e d i n g  brought in the n a m e  of the state, e n f o r c e  c o m­

pl i a n c e  w i t h  any c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  mandate; and

W H E R E A S  a c i t i z e n ' s  right to p r i v a c y  is an implicit right g u a r a n t e e d  by 

t h e  Bill of Rig h ts  of the Un i t e d  St a t e s C o n s t i t u t i o n ;  and

W H E R E A S  the 1980 f e d e r a l  census is c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  c o n d u c t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  

the s tate and will be c o n d u c t e d  in all u r b a n  areas of the s t a t e  on April 1, 

1980; and

W H E R E A S  the l e g i t i m a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  reasons for the t a k i n g  of the 

f e d e r al  ce n s u s  i n c l u d e  the a p p o r t i o n m e n t  of the H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  in 

C o n g r e s s ,  the a p p o r t i o n m e n t  of the s tate legis l a t ur e s ,  and the a p p o r t i o n m e n t  

o f  o ther taxes, d u t i e s  a n d  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  e n u m e r a t e d  in the U n i t e d  State 

C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  but do n o t  include u n n e c e s s a r y  intr us i o n s  int o  the p r i v at e  

lives of the s t a t e ' s  c i tizens; a n d

WHEREAS a significant number of census forms contain questions that 

infringe upon the privacy interests and rights of Alaska citizens; some of 

those rights intruded upon include questions regarding the person's income, 

physical and mental health conditions, reasons for being married more than
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once, ancestry, a n d  s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n s  i n t r u d i n g  u pon the p r i v a t e  rights of 

w o m e n  w i t h  r e g a r d  to p r e g n a n c i e s  an d  children;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  b y  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  that all ci t i z e n s  of 

A l a s k a  a r e  u r g e d  to a n s w e r  t hose q u e s t i o n s  on the f e d e r a l  ce n su s  w h i c h  are 

n e c e s s a r y  to e n u m e r a t e  the p e o p l e  of the State of A l a s k a  for p ur p o s e s  of 

a p p o r t i o n m e n t  o f  th e House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  in C o n g r e s s ,  the a p p o r t i o n m e n t  

of the s t a t e  l e g i s lature, an d  the a p p o r t i o n m e n t  o f  o t h e r  taxes, duties and 

c o n t r i b u t i o n s  set f o r t h  in the U n i t e d  States C o n s t i t u t i o n ;  a n d  be it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the g o v e r n o r  and a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  are r e s p e c t f u l l y  

r e q u e s t e d  to i n f o r m  a p p r o p r i a t e  o f f i c i a l s  of the fede r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  that the 

state i n t e n d s  to p r o t e c t  a n d  d e f e n d  the rights of all A l a s k a  c i t i z en s  to 

r e s p o n s i b l y  r e f u s e  to a n s w e r  o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  on the fede r a l  ce n s u s  that 

u n n e c s s a r i l y  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  t heir r i g h t  to privacy.

-2- HCR 62 am


