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Introduced: 2/18/80
Referred: State Affairs
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C O T T E N ,E L I A S O N ,F R E E M A N ,F U L L E R , 
H A L F O R D ,H A U G E N ,M A R T I N ,M E T C A L F E , 
M I L E S . M I L L E R , M O N T G O M E R Y , M O S S ,

:n  t h e  h o u s e  o 'c o n n e l l ,Ph i l l i p s  a n d  g a r d i n e r

H O U S E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 51 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - SECOND S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to h i g h  u n e m p l o y m e n t  and t h e  

ti m i n g  of the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of p u b l i c  

w o r k s  projects.

3E I T  R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF TH E  S TATE OF ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  the h i g h  level of u n e m p l o y m e n t  in the s t a t e  c o n t r a s t s  s t a r k l y  

tfith the l a r g e  a m o u n t  of w e a l t h  now a v a i l a b l e  to s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  to mee t 

s t a t e  needs; and

W H E R E A S  the c u r r e n t  level of hig h  u n e m p l o y m e n t  resu l t s  in large p a r t

f r o m  the c y c l i c a l  n a t u r e  of Alaska's economy; and

W H E R E A S  m u c h  o f  the d e v e l o p m e n t  p l a n n e d  for the im m e d i a t e  future

pr o mises t o  c o n t i n u e  the boo m - bu s t  cycle; and

W H E R E A S  one o f  the fun c t i o n s  of s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  is to u n d e r t a k e  the 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  of p u b l i c  w orks needed b y  the public; an d

W H E R E A S  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of public w o r k s  could be t imed so as to p r o v i d e  

j o b s  d u r i n g  times of h i g h  unempl o y m e n t ;  and

W H E R E A S  the e m p l o y m e n t  r e s ul t i n g  f r o m  the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of public w o r k s  

p r o j ec t s  d u r i n g  s l u m p  p e r i o d s  would a l s o  counter f l u c t u a t i o n s  in tax r e v e n u e s  

a r i s i n g  f r o m  the b o o m - b u s t  cycle, and t end to r e d u c e  the e f f e c t  on p u b l i c  

s e r vices o f  the m a s s i v e  i n f l u x  of job seekers f r o m  o t h e r  s t a t e s  d u r i n g  b o o m  

times;

BE I T  R E S O L V E D  b y  th e  Al a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  that it r e s p e c t f u l l y  

r e q u e s t s  t h e  G o v e r n o r  to prov i d e  e m p l o y m e n t  for p r e s e n t l y  u n e m p l o y e d  

A l a s k a n s ,  b y  l e t t i n g  c o n t r ac t s  for p r e s e n t l y  f u n d e d  p u b l i c  works p r o j e c t s  at 

the e a r l i e s t  p o s s i b l e  date, and to tim e i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of the state's c a p i t a l  

Improvements program so as to
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(1) a b s o r b  the e c o n o m i c  s h o c k  of l a r g e - s c a l e  l a y o f f s  a f t e r  p e a k s

of a c t i v i t y  In the p r i v a t e  s e c t o r ;  an d

(2) a v o i d  u n d u e  c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  f o r  a v a i l a b l e

s k i l l e d  a n d  n o n s k i l l e d  m a n p o w e r ,  a n d  for c o n t r a c t o r s  c a p a b l e  of p e r f o r m i n g  

pu b li c  w o r k s  pro j e c t s .
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