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I n t r o d uc e d :  1/18 / 8 0
R ef e r r e d : J u d i c i a r y

BY F R E E M A N , P A R R . B A R N E S , P H I L L I P S  
IN T H E  H O U S E  A N D  R O G E R S

H O U S E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 4 0 a m  S 

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to A l a s k a ' s  right u nder the 

S t a t e h o o d  A c t  to l a n d  p r o m i s e d  h y  the 

A c t .

BE IT R E S O L V E D  HY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  the l e g i s l a t u r e  finds that:

(1) the A c t  p r o v i d i n g  for the a d m i s s i o n  of A l a s k a  i n t o  the U n i o n  

(P.L. 8 5 - 5 0 8 )  c o n s t i t u t e s  a c o n t r a c t  b e t w e e n  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  the p e o p l e  

o f  the S t a t e  of A l a s k a ;

(2) s u b j e c t  to s u b s e q u e n t  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of the r i g h t s  of A l a s k a  

N a t i v e s  c l a i m i n g  l a n d  on the basis o f  a b o r i g i n a l  title, t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e h o o d  

A ct a u t h o r i z e d  s e l e c t i o n  by the s t a t e  of 1 0 2 , 5 5 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  from the p u b l i c 

l and of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w h i c h  was v a c a n t ,  u n a p p r o p r i a t e d  and u n r e s e r v e d  at 

t h e  time of s e l e c t i o n ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a d d i t i o n a l  a c r e a g e  f r o m  n a t i on a l  forest 

land;

(3) t h e  C o n g r e s s  has p r o v i d e d  for \ e t t l e m e n t  o f  the claims of 

A l a s k a  N a t i v e s  b y  e n a c t m e n t  of the A l a s k a  N a t i v e  Cla i m s  S e t t l e m e n t  Ac t  (P.L. 

9 2 - 2 0 3 ) ;

(4) t h e  same l e g i s l a t i o n  p r o v i d i n g  for the s e t t l e m e n t  of the 

c l a i m s  o f  A l a s k a  N a t i v e s  d i r e c t s  th e  w i t h d r a w a l  of 80 m i l l i o n  acres o f  p u b l i c  

l a n d  fo r  s u b s e q u e n t  e v a l u a t i o n  a n d  p o s s i b l e  i n c l u s i o n  in n a t i o n a l  park, 

forest, w i l d l i f e  refuge, a n d  w i l d  a n d  s c e n i c  r i v e r  s ys t e m s ,  a n d  that l e g i s­

la t i o n  n o w  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  by C o n g r e s s  wo u l d ,  if e n a c t e d ,  add e x t e n s i v e  

a d d i t i o n a l  a c r e a g e  to the land a l r e a d y  c l o s e d  to  s e l e c t i o n  by the S t a t e  of 

A l a s k a ;

(5) b y  a s e r i e s  of p r o c l a m a t i o n s  the P r e s i d e n t  of the U n i t e d
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Staf.es has p u r p o r t e d  to e s t a b l i s h  na t i o n a l  monument s encompassing, over

5 5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  acres of land w i t h i n  the S t a t e  of Alaska, c i t i n g  as a u t h o r i t y  for 

this a c t i o n  the Act for the P r e s e r v a t i o n  of A m e r i c a n  A n t i q u i t i e s  adopt e d 

J u n e  8. 1906 (16 U.S.C. All); and

(6) the s ta t e  has not c o m p l e t e d  s e l e c t i o n  of the land w h i c h  it is 

a u t h o r i z e d  to select u n d e r  the S t a t e h o o d  Act, and the continuing, a ct i o n  on 

the part of the P r e s i d e n t  and C o n g r e s s  in e f f e c t i n g  or c o n s i d e r i n g  the w i t h­

drawal or r e s e r v a t i o n  of land has very s u b s t a n t i a l l y  impaired the state's 

a b i l i t y  to make timely s e l e c t i o n  u n d e r  the S t a t e h o o d  Act of land h a v i n g  

a ctual or p o t e n t i a l  e c on o m i c  value; and

W H E R E A S  tlie S t a t e h o o d  Act p r o v i d e d  that s u b s t a n t i a l  land c o u l d be 

s e l e c t e d  by the S t at e  of A l a s k a  and w o ul d  be g r a n t e d  to the state upon s e l e c­

tion, and the reasons for the s e l e c t i o n  and grants, as stated in the report 

of the C o m m i t t e e  on I n terior and I n s u l a r  Affairs a c c o m p a n y i n g  the bill, 

including, tlie findi n g  that :

"In A l a s k a  very little land has passed out of federal title and there 

seems to be little ch a n c e  of any ma r k e d  change in this s i t u a t i o n  u n de r  

e x i s t i n g  Federal p o l i c i e s " 

leading, to the c o n c l u s i o n  that the land must be c o n v e y e d  to the state since, 

as stated in the report,

"If Al a s k a is to bec o m e  a State, it m ust be a full and equal State, a n d  

not a pup p e t  of the Federal G o v e r n m e n t " ;  and

W H E R K A S  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  ha s b r o k e n  its co m p a c t  with the S t a t e  of 

Al a s k a  and the pe o p le  of A l a s k a  t h r o ug h  the a c t i on s  of the Pr e s i d e n t  a n d  

Co n g r e s s  w h i c h  ha v e  e f f e c t i v e l y  p r e v e n t e d  e x e r c i s e  of the land s e l e c t i o n  

rights found n e c e s s a r y  a n d  p r o m i s e d ; and

W H E R E A S  t h es e  v i o l a t i o n s  ar e  of such a s e r i o u s  nature that the v al i d  

right to full title to the land p r o m i s e d  u n d er  the S t a t e h o o d  Act a n d  the 

ri g h t  of u n i l a t e r a l  a c t i o n  by the s tate to e n f o r c e  the rights a c c r u e d  to the
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state t h r o u g h  th e  c o m p a c t  h a v e  arisen;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  t hat the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t s  

the G o v e r n o r  to c a u s e  i m m e d i a t e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  the l a n d  to w h i c h  the S t a t e  of  

A l a s k a  is e n t i t l e d  f r o m  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  u n d e r  the S t a t e h o o d  A c t ,  t o  d e c l a r e  

b y  p r o c l a m a t i o n  that t i tl e  to thi s  l a n d  is v e s t e d  in th e S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  a n d  

to t a k e  w h a t e v e r  s t e p s  are n e c e s s a r y  to d e f e n d  the t i t l e  of the s t a t e  to t h i s  

land.

-3- HCR 40 a m  S


