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Introduced: 1 / 1 8 / 8 0
Referred: J u d i c i a r y

BY F R E E M A N , P A R R , B A R N E S , P H I L L I P S  
IN TH E  H O U S E  A N D  ROGERS

H O U S E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 40 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF AL A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  SESSION

R e l a t i n g  to A l a s k a ' s  right u n d e r  the 

S t a t e h o o d  Act to land p r o m i s e d  b y  the 

Act.

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE  S TATE OF  ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  finds that

(1) the Ac t  p r o v i d i n g  for the a d m i s s i o n  of A l a s k a  into the U n i o n  

(P.L. 85-508) c o n s t i t u t e s  a c o n t r a c t  b e t w e e n  the U n i t e d  Sta te s  and the p e o p l e  

of the S tate of A l a s k a  ;

(2) s u b j e c t  to s u b s e q u e n t  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of the ri g h t s  of A l a s k a  

N a t i v e s  c l a i m i n g  land on the b a s i s  of a b o ri g i n a l  title, the A l a s k a  S t a t e h o o d  

Act a u t h o r i z e d  s e l e c t i o n  by the state of 102,550,000 a c r e s f ro m  the p u b l i c  

land of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w h i c h  was vacant, u n a p p r o p r i a t e d  and u n r e s e r v e d  at 

the time of s e l e c t i o n ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a d d i t i o na l  acreage f r o m  n at i o n a l  forest 

land;

(3) the C o n g r e s s  has p r o v i d e d  for s e t t l e m e nt  of the cla i m s of 

A l a s k a  N a t i v e s  b y  e n a c t m e n t  of the A l a s k a  N a t i v e  Claims S e t t l e m e n t  A c t  (P.L. 

92-203);

(4) the same l e g i s l a t i o n  p r o v i d i n g  for the s e t t l e m e n t  of the 

c l a i m s  of A l a s k a  N a t i v e s  d i r e c t s  the w i t h d r a w a l  of 80 m i l l i o n  acres o f  p u b l i c  

l a n d  for s u b s e q u e n t  e v a l u a t i o n  and p os s i b l e  i n c l u s i o n  in n a t i o n a l  park, 

forest, w i l d l i f e  refuge, a n d  w i l d  an d  scenic river systems, an d  that l e g i s­

la t i o n  n o w  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b y  C o n g r e s s  would, if e n a cted, a d d  e x t e n s i v e  

a d d i t i o n a l  a c r e a g e  to the land a l r e a d y  c l o s e d  to s e l e c t i o n  b y  the S t a t e  of 

A l a s k a ;

(5) b y  a se r i e s  o f  p r o c l a m a t i o n s  the P r e s i d e n t  of the U n i t e d  
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S t a t e s  ha s  p u r p o r t e d  to e s t a b l i s h  n a t i o n a l  m o n u m e n t s  e n c o m p a s s i n g  o v e r

5 5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  of land w i t h i n  the S t a t e  of A l a s k a ,  c i t i n g  as a u t h o r i t y  for 

thi s a c t i o n  the Act for the P r e s e r v a t i o n  of A m e r i c a n  A n t i q u i t i e s  a d o p t e d  

J u n e  8, 190 6  (16 U.S.C. 431); and

(6) the s t a t e  has not c o m p l e t e d  s e l e c t i o n  of the land w h i c h  it is 

a u t h o r i z e d  to sel ec t  u n d e r  the S t a t e h o o d  Act, a n d  the c o n t i n u i n g  a c t i o n  on 

the part of the P r e s i d e n t  and C o n g r e s s  in e f f e c t i n g  or c o n s i d e r i n g  the w i t h ­

drawal or r e s e r v a t i o n  of land has v e r y  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i m p a i r e d  t he  s t a t e ' s  

a b i l i t y  to make t i m e l y  s e l e c t i o n  u n d e r  the S t a t e h o o d  Act of land h a v i n g  

a ctual or p o t e n t i a l  e c o n o m i c  value; a n d

W H E R E A S  the S t a t e h o o d  Act p r o v i d e d  that s u b s t a n t i a l  land c o u l d  be 

s e l e c t e d  b y  the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  a n d  w o u l d  be g r a n t e d  to the s t a t e  u p o n  s e l e c­

tion, a n d  the r e a s o n s  for the s e l e c t i o n  and g r a n t s ,  as s t a t e d  in th e  r e p o r t  

of the C o m m i t t e e  o n  I n t e r i o r  a n d  I n s u l a r  A f f a i r s  a c c o m p a n y i n g  t h e  bill, 

i n c l u d i n g  the f i n d i n g  that:

"I n  A l a s k a  v e r y  little land h a s  p a s s e d  o u t  of Fede r a l  t i t l e  a n d  t h e r e  

s e e m s  to be l i t t l e  c h a n c e  of a n y  m a r k e d  c h a n g e  in this s i t u a t i o n  u n d e r  

e x i s t i n g  F e d e r a l  p o l i c i e s "  

l e a d i n g  to the c o n c l u s i o n  that the land must  be c o n v e y e d  to the s t a t e  since, 

as s t a t e d  in the report,

" I f  Al as k a  is to b e c o m e  a St a t e ,  it m u s t  be a full and e q u a l  S t a t e ,  and 

n o t  a puppet of the Fede r a l  G o v e r n m e n t " ;  and

W H E R E A S  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a s  b r o k e n  its comp a c t w i t h  the S t a t e  of 

A l a s k a  a n d  the p e o p l e  of A l a s k a  t h r o u g h  the a c t i o n s  of the P r e s i d e n t  a n d  

C o n g r e s s  w h i c h  h a v e  e f f e c t i v e l y  p r e v e n t e d  e x e r c i s e  of the l a n d  s e l e c t i o n  

ri g ht s  f o u n d  n e c e s s a r y  and  p r o m i s e d ;  and

W H E R E A S  t h e s e  v i o l a t i o n s  ar e  of such a s e r i o u s  n a t u r e  t h a t  the v a l i d  

right to full t i t l e  to the land p r o m i s e d  u n d e r  the S t a t e h o o d  A c t  a nd  the 

right of unilateral action b y  the state to e n f o r c e  the r i g h t s  a c c r u e d  to the
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state through the compact have arisen;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature respectfully requests 

the Governor to cause immediate selection of the land to which Alaska is 

entitled from the United States, to declare by proclamation that title to 

this land is vested in the State of Alaska, and to take whatever steps are 

necessary to defend the title of the state to this land.
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