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BY R A N D O L P H , B E I R N E , B E T T I S W O R T H  
F R E E M A N ,H A L F O R D ,H A Y E S ,M A R T I N  
M E T C A L F E , M O S S , P A R K E R , P A R R  A N D  
P H I LLIPS

H OUSE CONCU R R E N T  RESOLUTION NO. 8 

IN TH E  L E G I S LATURE O F  THE STATE OF ALASKA 

E L E V EN T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST S E S S I O N

Relating to the r e t u r n  or c o n v e y a n c e  

to the State of Al a s k a  of lands 

retained by the U n i t e d  States in 

excess of its Co n s t i t u ti o n a l  a u t h o­

rity.

10;! BE IT RE S O L V E D  BY TH E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE O F  ALASKA:

n  i W H E R E A S  the Un i t e d  States G o v e r n m e n t  claims o w n e r s h i p  of the undeeded,

1 2 'I u n a p p r o p r i a t e d , vacant lands in Alaska; and

13 !| W H E R E A S  t h e people of the T e r r i t o r y  of Alaska w e r e  c om pelled as a condi-

14 ! tion of S t a t e h o o d  to d i s c l a i m  any inter e s t in these lands; and

15 W H E R E A S  t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the Un it e d  States limits the a c q u i s i t i o n  of

t6 'i lands by the U n i t e d  States w i t h i n  a s t a t e  to lands p u r c h a s e d  by the c o n s e n t  

w  I'of the l e g i s l a t u r e  of the state for the es t a blishment of forts, m a g a z i n e s  and

18 i|arsenals, d o c k  yards, and other needful buildings; and

I
1 9 ] W H E R E A S  the t h i r t e e n  original s t a t e s  and Vermont, Kentucky, T e n n e s s e e ,

20 Maine, Texas, Wes t  Virginia, and H a w a i i  entered the U n i o n  without the r e t e n -

21 t i o n  by the U n i t e d  St a t e s  of the unappropriated, va c a n t  lands w i t h i n  t h e i r

22 b o u n d a r i e s ; a n d

23 W H E R E A S  the r e n u n c i a t i o n  by the State of A l a b a m a  to u n a p p r o p r i a t e d  lands

24 w i t h i n  that s t a t e  simi l a r  to the r e n u n c i a t i o n  c o m p e l l e d  f ro m  the S tate of

25 A l a s k a  was h e l d  in P o l l a r d  v. H a g a n  to be "void a n d  i no p e rative" b y  the

26 U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Supr em e  Court i n  1845 beca u se  it d e n i e d  to the State of A l a b a m a

27 " a n  equal f o o t i n g  w i t h  the original states"; and

28 W H E R E A S the S t a t e  of Texas r e t a i n e d  the o w n e r s h i p  of all u n a p p r o p r i a t e d

29 lands w i t h i n  its b o r d e r  w h e n  it was admitted to the U n i o n  in 1845, thus
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1 ;j sett i ng  a f u r t h e r  p r e c e d e n t  w h i c h  inured to the b e n e f i t  of sta t e s  a d m i t t e d

2 iinto the U n i o n  later for "e q u a l f o o t i n g " ;  and
J

3 j W H E R E A S  the p e o p l e  of the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  h a v e  b e e n  d e n i e d  the e q u a l

4 II "p r i v i l e g e s  an d  i m m u n i t i e s "  a c c o r d e d  to p e o p l e  o f  s t a t e s  w h i c h  came into the

5 I'Union w i t h  the o w n e r s h i p  of the u n a p p r o p r i a t e d  lands w i t h i n  t h e i r  b o r d e r s ;
I

6 Ij BE IT R E S O L V E D  b y  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  the L e g i s l a t i v e

7 [Council s hall r e t a i n  ex p e r t s  in the field of c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  law to i n v e s t i -

Ij

ajigate the p o s s i b i l i t y  of suit a g a i n s t  the F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  for the c o n v e y -
I!

gijance to the S t a t e of A l a s k a  of a ll  lands not a l l o w e d  to the U n i t e d  S t a t e s
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G o v e r n m e n t  by A r t i c l e  I, s e c t i o n  8 of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o n s t i t u t i o n .
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