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Introduced: A/ 9/ 8 0
Re f erred: H e a l t h . E d u c a t i o n  & 

S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

BY T H E  HEALTH, E D U C A T I O N  AND
IN T H E  H O U S E  S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  C O M M I T T E E

HOUSE BI L L  NO. 998 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  STATE O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - SE C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A BILL

For an Act entitled: " A n  Act e s t a b l i s h i n g  a r e s i d e n t i a l  me d i c a l  care p r o g ra m

for c h i l d r e n  n e e d i n g  c o n t i n u o u s  m e d ic a l  car e ."

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 47 is amend e d  by a d d i n g  a ne w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  9. R E S I D E N T I A L  M E D I C A L  C A R E  P R O G R A M  FOR CHILDREN.

Sec. 4 7 . 0 9 . 0 1 0 .  R E S I D E N T I A L  M E D I C A L  C A R E  PROGRAM. T h e r e  is

e s t a b l i s h e d  in the D e pa r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  a re s i d e n t ia l  

m e d i c a l  care p r o g r a m  to prov i d e  m e d i c a l  care for c h i l d r e n  who r e q u i r e  

c o n t i n u o u s  m e d i c a l  care, but w h o  do not need to be kept in a h o s p i t al .  

Care for the c h i l d r e n  in this p r o g r a m  shall be p r o v i d e d  in r e s i d e n t i a l  

rattier than i n s t i t u t i o n a l  set t i n g s .

Sec. 4 7 . 0 9 . 0 2 0 .  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N .  (a) Th e  d e p a r t m e n t  shall 

a d m i n i s t e r  the r e s i d e n t i a l  m e d i c a l  care p ro gram. It shall a d o p t  r e g u­

lations to p r o v i d e  m i n i m u m  s t a n d a r d s  for

(1) r e s i d e n t i a l  c are facili t i es ,  i n c l u d i n g  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  *

(2) m e d i c a l  s e rv i c e s  to be provided;

(3) l i v e - i n  and da y  c a r e  programs; and

(4) s t a f f  r e q u i r e me n t s .

(b) W i t h i n  the limits of a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  m a d e  for the p u r p o s e ,  the 

d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  e n t e r  into c o n t r a c t s  for s e r v i c e s  w i t h  local or s tate

a g e n c i e s  w h i c h  a r e  able to p r o v i d e  the r e q u i r e d  "residential m e d i c a l  care

f or children.

Sec. 4 7 . 0 9 . 0 3 0 .  E L I G I B I L I T Y  R E Q U I R E M E N T S .  T o  be e l i g i b l e  for
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s e r v i c e s  u n d e r  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  me d i c a l  c a r e  p r o g r a m ,  a c h i l d  m u s t

(1) be u n d e r  the age of 18 years;

(2) be u n d e r  the c a r e  of a p h y s i c i a n  wh o d i a g n o s e s  the 

c h i l d ' s  c o n d i t i o n  as s u f f i c i e n t l y  s e r i o u s  to w a r r a n t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  for 

the program;

(3) be p r e s e n t l y  r e s i d i n g  in, or in i m m e d i a t e  n e e d  of 

r e s i d i n g  in, a h o s p i t a l  or o t h e r  m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t y  for the p u r p o s e  of 

r e c e i v i n g  i n t e n s i v e  support m e d i c al  s e r v i c e s ;  and

(4) s u f f e r  from d i a g n o s e d

(A) r e s p i r a t o r y  i m p a i r m e n t  w i t h  an a c q u i r e d  or c o n g e n i­

tal d e f e c t  of the o r o p h a r y n z ,  t ra c h e a ,  b r o n c h i a l  tree, or lung 

r e q u i r i n g  a r e s p i r a t o r y  a s s i s t a n c e  d e v i c e  in o r d e r  to a l l o w  the 

d i s e a s e  to h e a l  or the c hild to g r o w  to a s u f f i c i e n t  s i z e  to liv e  

nor m a l l y;

(B) r e s p i r a t o r y  i m p a i r m e n t  w i t h  m u l t i p l e  p h y s i c a l  

i m p a i r m e n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a c q u i r e d  or c o n g e n i t a l  d e f e c t s  of the 

c e n t r al  n e r v o u s  s y s t e m  or m u l t i p l e  o r g a n  s y s t e m s  r e q u i r i n g  a 

r e s p i r a t o r y  a s s i s t i v e  d e v i c e  or o t h e r  m e d i c a l ,  s u r g i c a l ,  or 

p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  t r e a t m e n t  in o r d e r  to a l l o w  the d i s e a s e  to h e a l ,  

the c h i l d  to gai n  s u f f i c i e n t  s i z e  to p e r m i t  s u r g i c a l  c o r r e c t i o n  of 

th e  defe c t ,  or the c h i l d  to g r o w  l arge a n d  s t r o n g  e n o u g h  to a c q u i r e  

the a b i l i t y  to care for h i m s e l f  w i t h o u t  c o n t i n u a l  m e d i c a l  s u p e r­

vision;

(C) multiple physical impairments with congenital or 

acquired defects of multiple systems and at least some central 

nervous system impairment that causes loss of urine and stool 

sphincter control as well as paralysis, loss, or reduced use of two 

or more extremities, forcing the child to be dependent on a w h e e l­

chair or other total body mobility device, and also requiring
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m e d i c a l ,  s u r g i c a l ,  an d  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  i n  o r d e r  to a l l o w  h i m  to 

g r o w  to a s ize that p e r m i t s  s u r g i c a l  c o r r e c t i o n  o f  the d e f e c t s  or 

a l l o w s  h i m  to g r o w  s t r o n g  an d  l a r g e  e n o u g h  to a c q u i r e  t h e  a b i l i t y  

to c a r e  for h i m s e l f  w i t h o u t  c o n t i n u a l  m e d i c a l  s u p e r v i s i o n ;  or

(D) s t a t i c  e n c e p h a l o p a t h y  w i t h  se v e r e  b r a i n  i n s u l t a  of 

a c q u i r e d  or c o n g e n i t a l  o r i g i n  c a u s i n g  t h e  c h i l d to be t o t a l l y  

d e p e n d e n t  for all b o d i l y  a n d  s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n s  e x c e p t  c a r d i o­

r e s p i r a t o r y ,  so that h e  r e q u i r e s  c o n t i n u o u s  d a i l y  m e d i c a l  s u p e r­

v i s i o n  .

Sec . 4 7 . 0 9 . 0 4 0 .  P R O G R A M  PLAN. (a) In c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  the 

c h i l d’s p a r e n t s  or legal g u a r d i a n  a n d  u n d e r  the s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  the 

c h i l d ' s  p h y s i c i a n ,  a w r i t t e n  p r o g r a m  p l a n  s h a l l  be d e v e l o p e d  b y  the 

d e p a r t m e n t  for each c h i l d  a c c e p t e d  for the r e s i d e n t i a l  m e d i c a l  care 

p r o g r a m .

(b) T h e  p l a n  s ha l l  p r o v i d e  for all s e r v i c e s  r e q u i r e d  b y  the c h i l d  

i n c l u d i n g

(1) n u r s i n g  care;

(2) m e d i c a l  care, i n c l u d i n g  any n e e d e d  t r e a t m e n t  b y  a 

s p e c i a l i s t  o n  a r e f e rr a l ,  c o n s u l t a t i v e ,  or o n - g o i n g  b a s i s ;

(3) r e s p i r a t o r y  t h e r a p y  or d e v i c e s ;

(4) r o u t i n e  a n d  e m e r g e n c y  d e n t a l  care;

(5) n u t r i t i o n a l  c o n s u l t a t i o n  f r o m  a t r a i n e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  a n d  

s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  n u t r i t i o n a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s ;

(6) c o m m u n i c a t i o n  d i s o r d e r  t h e ra p y ;

(7) p h y s i c a l  a n d  o c c u p a t i o n a l  h a b i l i t a t i o n  a n d  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  

t h e r a p y  a n d  d ev i c e s ;

(8) e d u c a t i o n ;

(9) r e c r e a t i o n  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  t h e r ap y ;

(10) p s y c h o l o g i c a l  c o u n s e l i n g ;  a n d
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(11) t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .

Sec. 4 7 . 0 9 . 0 5 0 .  COST. W i t h i n  the l i m i t s  of a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  m a d e  

for t h e  p u r p o s e ,  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  m e d i c a l  c a r e  p r o g r a m  s h a l l  be m a d e  

a v a i l a b l e  t o  e l i g i b l e  c h i l d r e n  at  n o  c o s t  o r  at p a r t i a l  c o s t .  Ho w e v e r , 

m e d i c a l  i n s u r a n c e  b e n e f i t s  a v a i l a b l e  to a c h i l d  s h a l l  b e  u s e d  as p a y m e n t  

f o r  th e  c h i l d ' s  m e d i c a l  t r e a t m e n t  u n d e r  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  m e d i c a l  c a r e  

p r o g r a m .

Sec. 4 7 . 0 9 . 0 6 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N .  In this  c h a p t e r  " d e p a r t m e n t "  m e a n s 

t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s .


