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I n t r o d u c e d :  A/ 2 / 8 0
R e f e r r e d :  C o m m u n i t y  & 
R e g i o n a l  Af f a i r s

BY T H E  F I N A N CE  C O M M I T T E E  

IN T H E  H O U S E  BY R E Q U E S T

H O U S E  BILL NO. 986 

IN TH E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A BILL

For an Ac t  en titled: "An A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  r e gi o n a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  d i s t r i c t s

in the u n o r g a n i z e d  b o r o u g h ; an d  p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c­

tive d a t e . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S TATE OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. PURPOSE. (a) It is the purp o s e  of this Act to p r o v i d e  for 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c il i t i e s  in the u n o r g a n i z e d  b o r o ug h .

(b) T h i s  Act does not p r o h i b i t  an o r g a n i z e d  b o r o u g h ,  city, v i l lage, 

c o m m u n i t y ,  or s e t t l e m e n t  in an u n o r g a n i z e d  area of the s t at e  from b e c o m i n g  

p a r t  of or b e i n g  f o r m e d  i n t o  an o r g a n i z e d  m u n i c i p a l i t y  u n d e r  AS 29.

* Sec. 2. AS 2 9 . 03  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a ne w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 29 .03.030. R E G I O N A L  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  D I S T R I C T S .  T h e  r e g i o n a l  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  d i s t r i c t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  under AS 35.31 c o n s t i t u t e  s e r v i c e  

a r e a s  of the u n o r g a n i z e d  b o r o u g h  for the p r o v i d i n g  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

f a c i l i t i e s  as d e f i n e d  i n  AS 3 5.31.100.

* Sec. 3. AS 35 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  31. R E G I O N A L  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  DISTR I C T S .

Sec. 35.31 .0 1 0 .  A U T H O R I T Y .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  d e l e g a t e s  to the 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  b o a r d  o f  eac h  r e g i o n a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  d i s t r i c t  the a u t h o­

rity to build, or o t h e r w i s e  ac q uire, and o p e r a t e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i­

ties in that d i s t r i c t  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  the p r o v i s i o n s  of this c ha p t e r .

Sec. 35.31.015. DISTRICTS. (a) E x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  in (b) of this 

section, each regional e d u c a t i o n a l  a t t e n d a n c e  a r e a  e s t a b l i s h e d  u nd e r  

AS 14.08.031 shall be o r g a n i z e d  as a d i s t r i c t  c o n s t i t u t i n g  a s e r v i c e 

area in the unorganized b o r o ug h .
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(b) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  may, after p u b l i c  hearings h e l d  in the area 

aff ec t e d ,  c o n s o l i d a t e  two or m o r e  r e g i o n a l  e ducational a t t e n d a n c e  areas 

as a s i n g l e  d i s t r i c t  c o n s t i t u t i n g  a s e r v i c e  area in the u n o r g a n i z e d  

b o r o u g h  if, after g i v i n g  due c o n s i d e r a t i o n  to the s t a n d a r d s  a p p l i c a b l e  

to i n c o r p o r a t i o n  of b o r o u g h  g o v e r n m e n t s  an d  the l i k el i h o o d  that a 

b o r o u g h  w i l l  be i n c o r p o r a t e d  w i t h i n  the area, the c o m m i s s i o n e r  d e t e r­

mines that the f u n c t i o n s  to be p e r f o r m e d  under this c h a pt e r  c o u l d  be 

u n d e r t a k e n  m o r e  e f f i c i e n t l y  t h r o u g h the c o m b i na t i o n  of two or mor e  

re g i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  a t t e n d a n c e  a r ea s  as a single district.

(c) A d e t e r m i n a t i o n  under (b) of this section shall be m a d e  b e f o r e  

the o r g a n i z a t i o n  of the district.

(d) A city l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  a d i s t r i c t  has e x c l u s i v e  a u t h o r i t y  to 

p r o v i d e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l it i e s  w i t h i n  its boundaries. A c i t y  l o c a t e d  

w i t h i n  a d i s t r i c t  may r e l i n q u i s h  to the district its e x c l u s i v e  a u t h o r i t y  

to p r o v i d e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  b y  s u b m i tt i n g  to the b o a r d  and the 

c o m m i s s i o n e r  co pi e s  of a r e s o l u t i o n  a p p r o v e d  by the a s s e m b l y  or c ou n c i l 

p r o v i d i n g  for the r e l i n q u i s h m e n t .

Sec. 35 .31.020. R E G I O N A L  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  BOARDS. (a) A d i s t r i c t  

shall be o p e r a t e d  on an a r e a w i d e  b a s i s  u n de r  the m a n a g e m e n t  of a r e­

gional t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  board.

(b) E ach b o a r d  s h a l l  be c o m p o s e d  of five m e m b er s  a p p o i n t e d  by  the 

g o v e r n o r  f r o m  a list of the n ames of no t  m ore than three p e r s o n s  

n o m i n a t e d  b y  the c it y  coun c i l  or v i l l a g e  council of eac h  c o m m u n i t y  in 

the d i s t r i c t ,  an d c o n f i r m e d  by the l e g i s l a t u r e  in joint s e ss i o n .  Th e 

governor s h a l l d e s i g n a t e  one m e m b e r  of e a c h  b oard as p r e s i d e n t ,  one 

member as secretary, and one m e m b e r  as treasurer. E x c e p t  for the 

initial members of a board, the t e r m  o f  office of a b o a r d  m e m b e r  is 

three years. T h e  initial members of a b o a r d  shall h a v e  t e r ms  of o f f i c e  

as follows: two s h a l l  serve for t h r e e  years, two shall s e r v e  for two
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y e a r s ,  a n d  one s h a l l  s e r v e  for on e year, the t e r m s  b e i n g  a s s i g n e d  to 

m e m b e r s  b y  lot.

(c) To be e l i g i b l e  to be a m e m b e r  of a b o a r d  a p e r s o n  m u s t  be a 

r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r  in a p r e c i n c t  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  the d i s t r i c t .

(d) B o a r d m e m b e r s  r e c e i v e  $ 1 0 0  for e ac h  m e e t i n g  t h e y  a t t e n d  an d  

a r e  e n t i t l e d  to the s a m e  p a y m e n t s  for t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  an d  per  d i e m  e x ­

p e n s e s  as m e m b e r s  of b o a r d s  u n d e r  AS 3 9 . 2 0. 1 8 0 .

(e) Th e  t r e a s u r e r  of eac h b o a r d  s hall e x e c u t e  a b o n d  of $ 5 0 , 0 0 0  

w i t h  the c o m m i s s i o n e r .

S ec. 3 5 . 3 1 . 0 2 5 .  P O W E R S . A r e g i o n a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  b o a r d  m a y

(1) sue and be sued;

(2) c o n t r a c t  w i t h  the d e p a r t m e n t ,  or an y  o t h e r  a g e n c y  or 

b o a r d  for the p r o v i d i n g  of s e r v i c e s ,  f a c i l i t i e s ,  or s u p p l i e s ;

(3) d e t e r m i n e ,  w i t h  the a p p r o v a l  of the c o m m i s s i o n e r ,  its o w n  

f i s c a l  p r o c e d u r e s ;

(4) a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  the A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

P r o c e d u r e  Act (AS 4 4 . 6 2 )  g o v e r n i n g  its o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  p o l i c i e s ,  a n d  

p r o c e d u r e s  for the o p e r a t i o n  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s ;

(5) plan, c o n s t r u c t ,  m a i n t a i n ,  o p e r a t e ,  an d  d i s c o n t i n u e  

o p e r a t i o n  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s ;

(6) e x e r c i s e  a n y  o t h e r  f u n c t i o n  that m a y  be n e c e s s a r y  f o r  the 

p r o p e r  p e r f o r m a n c e  of its r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .

Sec. 3 5 . 3 1 . 0 3 0 .  R E L A T I O N S H I P  W I T H  TH E  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  

A N D  P U B L I C  F A C I L I T I E S .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s hall u s e  its e x i s t i n g  s t a f f ,  to 

the extent p r a c t i c a b l e ,  to p r o v i d e  p l a n n i n g  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a s s i s­

tance to e a c h  d i s t r i c t .  T h e  s t a f f  a s s i g n e d  to a s s i s t  a d i s t r i c t  n e e d  

not reside within t h e  d i s t r i c t  to w h i c h  a s s i g n e d .

Sec. 3 5 . 3 1 . 0 3 5 .  R E G I O N A L  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  D I S T R I C T  A C C O U N T .  (a)

The regional transportation district account is established. The
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a c c o u n t  c o n s i s t s  o f  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  for d i s t r i b u t i o n  t o  d i s t r i c t s  u n d e r  

t h i s  c h a p t e r .

(b) T h e  m o n e y  of the  a c c o u n t  m a y  be u s e d  o n l y  f o r  d i s t r i c t  o p e r a t­

i n g  c o s t s  a n d  to p r o v i d e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  w i t h i n  the d i s t r i c t s .

(c) T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  a l l o c a t e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  to the a c c o u n t  

a m o n g  t h e  v a r i o u s  d i s t r i c t s .

Sec . 3 5 . 3 1 . 0 4 0 .  B U D G E T S ,  A P P R O P R I A T I O N S ,  A N D  R E C O R D S .  (a) Th e  

d e p a r t m e n t  shall a s s i s t  e a c h  d i s t r i c t  w i t h  the p r e p a r a t i o n  of a b u dg e t ,  

i n c l u d i n g  c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t  p r o j e c t s  for t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s ,  

f o r  e a c h  f i s c a l  y e a r .  T h e  b u d g e t  for e a c h  d i s t r i c t  s h a l l  be i n c l u d e d  in 

t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ' s  f i n a n c i a l  p l a n  r e q u i r e d  to be s u b m i t t e d  u n d e r  A S  37.- 

0 7 . 0 5 0 .

(b) M o n e y  a p p r o p r i a t e d  f o r  a d i s t r i c t  shall be d i s b u r s e d  b y  the 

d e p a r t m e n t  and r e c e i v e d ,  held, a n d  e x p e n d e d  by the d i s t r i c t  s u b j e c t  to 

t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of this c h a p t e r  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  a d o p t e d  b y  the d e p a r t­

m e n t  .

(c) Eac h d i s t r i c t  s h a l l  m a i n t a i n  f i n a n c i a l  r e c o r d s  of the r e c e i p t  

a n d  e x p e n d i t u r e  o f  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  m a d e  to it. Th e  r e c o r d s  m u s t  be in 

t h e  f o r m  r e q u i r e d  b y  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  a n d  a r e  s u b j e c t  to a udit b y  h i m  at 

a n y  t ime.

S e c .  3 5 . 3 1 . 0 4 5 .  R E G U L A T I O N S .  The d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  a d o p t  r e g u l a­

tions i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  the A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e  A c t  (AS 4 4 . 6 2 )  to 

i m p l e m e n t  this c h a p t e r .

S e c .  3 5 . 3 1 . 0 5 0 .  O W N E R S H I P  O F  LA N D  A N D  F A C I L I T I E S .  A b o a r d  m a y  

r e q u e s t ,  a n d  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  c o n v e y  t it l e  to l a n d  and t r a n s p o r­

t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  u n d e r  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  the b o a r d .  If the s t a t e  

h o l d s  l e s s  t h a n  f e e  t i t l e  to t h e  land, th e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of the d e p a r t­

m e n t  h a v i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  s h a l l  c o n v e y  the i n t e r e s t  o f  the s t a t e  in the 

l a n d  o r  f a c i l i t i e s  to the  b o a r d .
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Sec. 35.31.100. D E F I N I T I O N S .  In this c h a p t e r

(1) " b o a r d "  m e a n s  a r e g i o n a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  board;

(2) " c o m m i s s i o n e r "  m e a n s  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

a n d  p u b l i c  f a c i l i t i e s ;

(3) " d e p a r t m e n t "  m e a n s  the D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and 

Pu b li c  F acilities;

(4) " d i s t r i c t "  means a r e g i o na l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  district;

(5) " t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s "  m e a n s  a i r p o r t s  and a v i a t i o n

f a c i l t i e s .

* Sec. 4. T h i s  Act t a k e s  effect J u l y  1, 1980.


