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IN T H E  H O U S E  B Y  TH E C O M M E R C E  C O M M I T T E E

CS FOR H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 952 

IN T HE  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A BILL

For an Act e n t i tl e d :  "A n  Act r e l a t i n g  to p u b l i c  u t i l i t i e s ;  an d  p r o v i d i n g  for

an e f f e c t i v e  da t e . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY TH E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T HE  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 4 2 . 2 0 . 0 3 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 42 . 2 0 . 0 3 0 .  [ P U N I S H M E N T  AND] C I V I L  L I A B I L I T Y  FOR D A M A G E S  TO

O R  I N T E R F E R E N C E  W I T H  A U T I L I T Y  L I N E  AN D  FOR T A K I N G  U T I L I T Y  S E R V I C E

[INJURY TO, I N T E R F E R E N C E  WITH, O R  O B S T R U C T I O N  O F  T E L E G R A P H ,  T E L E P H O N E ,

E L E C T R I C ,  OR GAS LINE S] .  A p e r s o n  is c i v i l l y  [GUILTY O F  A M I S D E M E A N O R ,

AN D  U P O N  C O N V I C T I O N  IS P U N I S H A B L E  BY A F INE O F  N O T  M O R E  T H A N  $500, OR BY

I M P R I S O N M E N T  FOR N O T  M O R E  T H A N  SIX M O N T H S ,  O R  BY BOTH, AN D  IS] l i a b l e  to

the u t i l i t y  [ C O MPANY OR PERSON] w h o s e  p r o p e r t y  is d a m a g e d  [INJURED, OR

L I N E  O B S T R U C T E D ,  OR C U R R E N T  D I V E R T E D , ]  in a s u m  equal to t hr e e  times the

a m o u n t  of the a c t u a l  d a m a g e s  s u s t a i n e d  [,] a n d  t h r e e  times the v a l u e  of

the s e r v i c e  t a k e n  [PRICE O F  T H E  C UR R E N T ,  LIG H T ,  POW E R ,  OR GAS D I V E R T E D

OR U S E D ,] if h e  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  or in the e x e r c i s e  of gross n e g l i g e n c e

( D  d a m a g e s  [ W I L FU L L Y  AN D  M A L I C I O U S L Y  CUTS, B R E A K S ,  OR T H R O W S

DOWN] a pole, tree, p i p e l i n e ,  or o t h e r  o b j e c t  u s e d  in a u t i l i t y  line [OF

T E L E G R A P H ,  T E L E P H O N E ,  GAS L INE, OR S Y S T E M  FOR T H E  T R A N S M I S S I O N  OF L I G H T

OR P O W E R  BY USE O F  E L E C T R I C I T Y ,  OR G A S  BY P I P E L I N E ] ;

(2) d a m a g e s  [ W I LF U L L Y  A N D  M A L I C I O U S L Y  BREAKS, D I S P L A C E S ,  OR

I N J U RE S ]  an i n s u l a t o r  in use in the line [,] or d a m a g e s  or [ W I L FU L L Y  AND

M A L I C I O U S L Y  CUTS, BREAKS, AND] r e m o v e s  f r o m  its i n s u l a t o r  any w i r e  u s e d  

in a u t i l i t y  line [FOR A N Y  O F  TH E  P U R P O S E S  SET F O R T H  IN (1) OF  THI S

SEC TI O N ] ;

-1- CSH B 952



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

(3) d a m a g e s  [BY A N Y  I N T E R F E R E N C E  W I L F U L L Y  A N D  M A L I C I O U S L Y  

D E S T R O Y S ]  the i n s u l a t i o n  of the line  [,] or i n t e r r u p t s  the t r a n s m i s s i o n  

of the s e r v i c e  [E L E C T R I C  CURRE N T ]  t h r o u g h  it [,] or d a m a g e s  [WI L F U L LY  

A N D  M A L I C I O U S L Y  D E S T R O Y S ]  the p r o t e c t i v e  w r a p p i n g  of a water, oil, or 

gas p i p e l i n e ;

(4) d a m a g e s  [ W I L F U L L Y  A N D  M A L I C I O U S L Y  INJURES, M O L E S T S ,  OR 

D E S T R O Y S ]  p r o p e r t y  or m a t e r i a l s  [ A P P E R T A I N I N G  TO A N Y  OF  T H E S E  L I N E S  OR] 

b e l o n g i n g  to a u t i l i t y  [TELEGRAPH, T E L E P H O N E ,  E L E C T R I C  L I G H T  O R  P O W E R  

C O M P A N Y ,  OR GAS C O M P A N Y ] ;

(5) [ W I L F U L L Y  AN D  M A L I C I O U S L Y ]  i n t e r f e r e s  w i t h  the use of a 

u t i l i t y  [ TE L E GRAPH, T E L E P H O N E ,  E L E C T R I C  L I G H T  OR P O W E R  L I N E  OR GAS] 

line, or o b s t r u c t s  or p o s t p o n e s  the t r a n s m i s s i o n  of s e r v i c e  ove r  a u t i­

lit y  [A M E S S A G E  O V E R  A T E L E G R A P H  OR T E L E P H O N E ]  line [,] or p r o c u r e s  or 

a d v i s e s  d a m a g e  [INJURY, I N T E R F E R E N C E ,  OR O B S T R U C T I O N ]  to an y  u t i l i t y  

[ TELEGRAPH, T E L E P H O N E ,  E L E C T R I C  L I G H T ,  P O W E R  OR GAS] line;

(6) [ W I L F U L L Y  A N D  M A L I C I O U S L Y ]  i n t e r f e r e s  w i t h  or a l t e r s  a 

m e t e r  or o t h e r  d e v i c e  for the m e a s u r i n g  of s e r v i c e  f r o m  a u t i l i t y  [CU R­

RE N T  , P O W E R , O R  G A S ]; or

(7) w i t h o u t  the p e r m i s s i o n  of the, u t i l i t y  t akes s e r v i c e  f r o m

the u t i l i t y  [ A U T H O R I T Y  OF T H E  O W N E R  D I VE R T S ,  U S E S,  OR A P P R O P R I A T E S  A

M E S S A G E  OR C U R R E N T ]  or taps a w i r e  or line u s e d  for the t r a n s m i s s i o n  of 

s e r v i c e  [MESSAGES, C U R RENT, P O W E R  O R  GAS,] or p r o c u r e s  or a d v i s e s  this 

to be d o n e .

* Sec. 2. AS 4 2 . 2 0 . 0 3 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(b) A p e r s o n  is c i v i l l y  l i a b l e  to the u t i l i t y  w h o s e  p r o p e r t y  is

n e g l i g e n t l y  d a m a g e d  u n d e r  (a)(1), (2), (3), or (4) of this s e c t i o n  in a

s u m  e qual to the a m o u n t  of the d a m a g e s  s u s t a i n e d .

* Sec. 3. AS 4 2 . 2 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 4 2 . 2 0 . 0 3 1 .  J U R I S D I C T I O N .  Th e d i s t r i c t  c o ur t  has j u r i s d i c t i o n
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of civil a c t i o n s  f i l e d  u n d e r  AS 4 2 .2 0 . 0 3 0 .

* Sec. 4. AS 42.2.0 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

Sec. 4 2 . 20 . 0 3 2 .  P R E S U M P T I O N  F R O M  U S E  OF N O N M E T E R E D  U T I L I T Y  S E R­

VICE. It is p r e s u m e d  that a p e r s o n  i n t e n d e d  to d e p r i v e  a u t i l i t y  of 

c o m p e n s a t i o n  for s e r v i c e  f r o m  the u t i l i t y  if

(1) the p e r s o n  p o s s e s s e s  or ha s  a c ce s s  to a u t i l i t y  s e r v i c e  

m e t e r i n g  d e v i c e  w h i c h  is b e i n g  u s e d  to m e t e r  u t i l i t y  s e r v i c e  and has 

b e e n  i n t e r f e r e d  with, a v o i de d ,  or a l t e r e d  to i n h i b i t  or p r e v e n t  the 

a c c u r a t e  m e a s u r e m e n t  of u t i l i t y  s e r v i c e  w i t h o u t  the p e r m i s s i o n  of the 

u t i l i t y  or the p e r s o n  has a c c e s s  to a u t i l i t y  line w h i c h  h a s b e e n  t a p p e d

w i t h o u t  the p e r m i s s i o n  of the ut i l i t y ;  and

(2) the p e r s o n  e n j o y s  the use or r e c e i v e s  the e c o n o m i c  b e n e­

fit of the u n m e t e r e d  u t i l i t y  service.

Sec. 4 2 . 20 . 0 3 4 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In AS 4 2 . 2 0 . 0 3 0  - 4 2 . 2 0 . 0 3 4

(1) " u t i l i t y "  m e a n s  an e n t e r p r i s e ,  w h e t h e r  p u b l i c l y  or p r i­

va t e l y  o w n e d  or ope r a t ed ,  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  gas, e l e c t r i c ,  steam, water,

sewer, or t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  service;

(2) " s e r v i c e "  m e a n s  a c o m m o di t y ,  p r od u c t ,  use, fac il i t y ,  

c o n v e n i e n c e  or o t he r  f o r m  of s e r v i c e  w h i c h  is o f f e r e d  a n d  p r o v i d e d  b y  a 

u t i l i t y .

* Sec. 5. Thi s  Act takes e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 0 1 . 1 0 . -  

070(c) .
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